‘M agic Parrot’ can charm all ages

By NANCY MAZZARA

For childten of all ages, “The Magic
Parrot” is a joy.
Fairy tales came alive Friday night
as Oakland Uniyersity’s Theatre Arts
Program presented “The Magic Par-
rot,” co-directed by James Hatfield
and Darla Miller, in the Studio Theatre,
The adaptation by Hatfield of an
18th century commedia dell’ arte play
features a fairy princess in the guise of
a parrot, a king and several princesses,
and much more. a
Performances continue weekends
through-Jan. 12 on the campus near Ro-
chester.
Children in the small audience were
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loud bangs and flashes of light and ef-

forts by the actors to involve the kids in

the production.

ADULTS WERE AMUSED by melo-
dramatic actions of the cast, including
maidenly batting of eyelashes and vil-
lainous twirling of mustaches.

The: original play was entitled “The
King Stag” written by Carlo Gozzi. It
includes some of the traditional touch-

entertained by magic transformations, es, such as Renaissance music, typed
. v

Fairy tale characters are portrayed in “The Magic Parrot,” a chil-

* dren’s theater event at Oakland University,
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speech by

the fairy princess.
The play has a simple plot. King
Deramo of Serendip must find a wife.
He interviews the princesses who ap-

. ply, using a magic bust which tells him

if they lie by laughing.

Angela, daughter of the second
Prime Minister Pantaloon, is the most
sincere and it is love at first sight.

But Tartaglia, the first Prime Minis-
ter, feels slighted since his daughter
has been rejected. So he uses a magic
spell to inferfere with the Kitg's wed-
ding plans, and all manner of troubles
follow.

Edward Asher of Pontiac as King
Deramo is a loveable, bumbling type of
guy. His chosen Queen-to-be, Angela, is
played shyly by Cheri Ray of Brighton.

The evil-minded Tartaglia is played
with obvious enthusiasm by Ivan Cage
of Detroit,

The versatile Karen I. Swantek of
Richmond is the parrot/fairy princess,
the magic bust and a bear. Truffaldino
the Royal Birdcatcher, portrayed by
Barry Childress of Detroit, spends most
of his time trying to catch Ms. Swan-
tek’s parrot, except when he’s being a
stag in the woods.
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PETER MC BRYAN of Grosse
Pointe Woods as Pantaloon, the second
prime minister, puts some true ‘comic
touches into his part, such as his Chap-
linesque walk and Irish brogue.

Cynthia Cole of Bloomfield Hills ap-
pears in the role of Tartaglia's reluc-
tant daughter, Clarissa.

Other comic characters are John
Rhadigan of Brighton as the King’s but-
ler Brighella, and his lustry country
cousin Smeraldina, portrayed by Bar-
bara Holcomb of Rochester. Roles such
as stags, guards and an old man were
played as second parts by members of
the main cast.

The cast of this play does wonderful
things with a simple fairy tale. They
are helped in their efforts by a taleated
technical staff. Costumes were done in
authentic Renaissance style by Johan-
na Lubkowski.

The set was simple, with a plain city
wall and square which could double as
the King's privy chambers or the en-
chanted forest of Roncislappe.

Lighting was done with imagination
and creativity by master electrician
Debora Kingston and assistants Janie
Castagna and Thomas Hansen.
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Bountiful Brunch

+ Beautiful Buy

Great value never tasted better So bring the family and
satisfy even the biggest appetites with —

Fresh Fruit Tray & Fruit Juices ~ Hot Waffles/Toppings
Lox with Tradifional Condiments  and Fruit Sauces
Eags Bagels and Cream Cheese
Crisp Bacon " Sweet Rolls
Sauteed Chicken Livers - Streudel
. Hominy Souffle

Served Sunday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Only $595 Ani{x]ts. $3.95 Children

Stouffers” Northland Inn. 21000 Northwestern Highway. -
Southfield. 569-4700. .
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“Early Bird

ur complete dinners include
Cup of soup or juice, dinner ;
salad, vegetable an

nd Restaurant
6724 ORCHARD LAKE ROAD—South of Maple Road
WEST BLOOMFIELD—In The West Bloomfield Plaza @ 851-3390
SUN.-MON.-TUES.—7 AM. 109 P.M. WED.-THURS.—7 A.M. 10 11 P.M.
FRL—7 AM.10 12P.M. SAT.—7 AM. 10 1 AM. :

El)

d polato.

ET o

= (@13)851-2070

) SPECIALIZING IN
COMPLETE
=== DINNERS TO GO

2140 WALNUT LAKE RD., WEST BLOOMFIELD,M! 48033]
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_RESTAURANT

JAPANESE STEAXHOUSE
SEXOTIC COCKTAILSe

Carry-out, on Chinese Food
CHINESE: LUNCHEON 11 AMI PM

JAPANESE: LUNCHEON 11 AM-2 PW
'DINNERS 5-9:30 PM FR & SAT til 1030 PM

Closad Mondays

J CANTONESE & AMERICAN FOOD o

16825 MIDDLEBELT AT 6 MILE, LIVONIA
Reservations Accepted
-Tues., Wed., Thurs. and Sun On _

427-3171

Prime Rib, New York Strip Steak, Broiled §
j Whitefish, Alaskan King Crab Legs, Filet §
§ Mignon, Pork Chops Supreme, and Filet
H Mignon and King Crab Combination.
4 x

@- WY begins at the
445 6ld Ml

ASPECIAL MENU, ALL EVENING

PARTY

SEATINGS
10:00and 10:30

until 1989 —

Enjoy the same com- [ 3
plete mea!, plus a fifth of
Champagre, Parly Hats, i
Favors, and the Enter-
tainment of the

»° JOANI ALLEN TRIO
' S per person

For Reservations, Call 623-9300.
5838 Dixie Hwy., Waterford

SEATINGS AT
5:00 and 8:30 p.m. -
Complete Dinners

s 15 perperson
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It's notjustanother

Now Year’s Eve party 82
but the beginning ofa

inn
your placeto “Ring In the 80's",

et Inn .S’ify[é

P
Celebrate with us and youl enjoy: - Exciting New Year's Eve party at

* Deluxe accommodations for two at the Golden Grape featuring

Somerset Inn. “Stalag 17" live.

= Compl arrival cocktails for two. * Midnij i

* Asump 5 course “champagn * New Year's Day breakfastbrunch A
dinner” at L’Auberge. atL’Auberge.’ . 3

Ring in the 80's at Somerset Inn

(Incixtes eb taxes anc gratuties)

£
with all of the above for only $125.00 per cquple* e T

Forreservations and allthe details call 643-7800 . | :
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