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‘Flower in the Crannied Wall’ _—

Essay collection called ‘an affirmation of life’

By GWEN FORBES

Longtime readers of
The Eccentric will recog-
nize the name Lydia King
Frehse. She wrote the
“Nature: Now” column
for The Eccentric for
many years. Now she has
come out with a beautiful
book, “Flower in the
Crannied Wall.” This col-
lection of essays is, as she
Elrlls it, “an affirmation of

e

The illustrations by
Mrs. Frehse's daughter,
Rochester  resident
Rosemary Geist, are ar-
resting — simple, accu-
tate, perfectly ‘suited to
the straightforward, yet
poetic, text.

Mrs. Frehse, a Fern-
dale resident, wife,

“There is only one way to
avoid ‘the certain death
which lurks within such
innocent looking plants as
the destroying angels
(Amanita verna and
Amanita viresa), and that
is to avoid eating all fun-
gi, unless you are a care-
ful student of their kind."™

“SHE DESCRIBES edi-
ble flowers, often the
vegetable course at a
well-set table, Brussels
sprouts, cauliflower, arti-
chokes.

The graphic descrip-
tions of the teeming
marshes and bogs make
interesting reading, espe-
cially at a time when our
own wetlands are so seri-
ously threatened.

About  Michi s

mother and
testifies to her own belief
in the order and majesty
“of creation. She has orga-
nized her studies into
short, appealingly titled
chapters, such as
‘“Unheard Bird Songs
Made Visible” and “Big
Key on Red Ribbon.”

In the former, she
states, “Using an audio-
spectrograph which pho-
tographs sound, they (two
Ohio State University
professors) are able to
put down on paper a “pic-
ture” of the soinds birds
sing. These graphs prove
that most birds are musi-
cal gymnasts, playing
tunes which our clumsy
ears cannot hear in their
entirety.”

On the practical side,
the author offers this ad-
vice to hunters and
gatherers of mushrooms,

rarest bird, the Kirtland
Warbler, she says, “The
Kirtland's estimated pop-
ulation of some 1,000
birds is now being en-
couraged by a carefully
supervised burning pro-
gram- which” will make
available from year to
year their highly restrict-
ed nestng site in young
Jack pines 8 to 15 feet in
height.”

Her book is full of sur-
prises. For example, the
Bald Eagle isn't bald. His
head and tail are feath-
ered in white, giving him,
from a distance, a bald
appearance.

Mrs. Frehse refers to
the earthworm as a “tiny
plowman.” He really is,
by eating and fertilizing
the soil as he tunnels un-
derground.

I was also surprised to

learn that there is a dis-
tinction between male
and female sassafras
trees,

At the end of the sec-
tion ‘‘Spring,” Mrs.
Frehse states, “The snail
nibbles the mushroom. A
rdving raccoon eats the
snail. The cunning fox
carries off the raccoon to
his den. -The pelt of the
fox eventually comes to
rest ona lady’s shoulder,”
‘reminding us that we are
all predators.

“Big Key on Red Rib-
ban,” a chapter title, is a
teaser. One is tempted to
find a hidden meaning
here. Actually, it's simple
enough — the key to the
family summer place at
Walloon Lake is attached
to a red ribbon.- The key
not only opens the house,
but a section describing
old friends — the maple,
birch and pine trees on
the Frehse property, and
their boarders, birds and
thousands of insects
which also summer there.

The praying mantis

should perhaps be called

“preying” mantis. Her
description of this benefi-
cial insect is somewhat
startling, “So ferocious is
the appetite of the mantis
that the female can eat a
daddy-longlegs, three
grasshoppers and top off
the meal with her dis-
carded mate. As autumn
advances, reducing the
supply of insect food,
specimens have been
seen gnawing one of their
own legs, a kind of sui-
cide to allay their hunger
pangs.”

* purpose; it is a pantry to

MRS. FREHSE lays to
rest the myth that the
milk snake milks cows.
(It doesn't.} And I was as-
tonished to learn that
there is no snake which
makes a hoop of itself in
order to roll downhill,

cannot venture into the
lushness of a June mead-
ow without a sense of
frustration: There are too
m; grasses, too many
flowers, too many birds
calling, too many insects
humming, for us to give
. proper attention to each.
But some actual beha- 3
viors are just as amazing. “But in February, win-
ter has emptied the land-
seape of this crowded ap-
peal. Now it is possible to
observe the doings of a
- single flock of birds or to

For example, in a few
paragraphs of tales of
tails, she says that “The
tail of our western gila
monster serves a dual

store reserve food (fat)
and its tip is-a needle to
inject venom into its vie-

A bat’s tail is a cradle
spread out to catch its
newborn young. There is
a breed of western lizard
which, as protection
against a pursuing snake,
loops its body around the
limb of a tree, grasping
its tail in its mouth.
There being no loose ends
of the snake to bite, he
looks elsewhere for a
meal.

Lydia King Frehse's B
background in English
and science, both as stu-
dent and teacher, has
seved her well in writing
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reconcile the life pattern
of a lone fox whose tell-
tale tracks lead into a
snug den in the hillside.”
In sum, Mrs. Frehse’s
command of English and
her thorough knowledge
of wildlife enable her to

. be both factual and pget-

ic. She knows the world
outdoors. She is eager to
share her knowledge and
uses simple, affectionate
terms to welcome us to
that world.
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Starting Dec. 26th...Our Very Special

Holiday Clearance!

Christmas Decorations and
Holiday Entertaining Items

We have a good assortment for wall or table decor...candles,
holly, greenery. And, a complete gathering of Glassware and

Barware foryou.. 50% OFF!

Chair Pads & Rocker Pad Sets

Freshen up your beloved
er of Chair with a
comlortable, new pad. We
have an excellent selaction
inyour choice of corduray,
velvats, prints or textured
tweeds. The colors are
luscious! Allfresh, new
stock for your selection.

Rocker Pad Sets:
from $21.to $57.
Chair Pads:
from $7. to $22.

new pads
for your pad

open Thurs. and Fri.
until GOOP.M.
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We are clearing out our stocks of seasonal apparel at
reduced 'prices to.make room for resort and spring fashions.
This is an excellent*ime to purchase fall and winter . s

clothing for your immediate wardrobe at .great savings. .

PheEsHTo om S 334-5181 334-5162 &\
, ., . DRESSES » SHOES » SPORTSWEAR > ;
$ ok 1 . :
SALE SAVE ¢2 } COATS » SUITS » FURS 2 _
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Watchbands - the largest selection to fit any
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« Engraving ! - ’ S ' ’
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B Jacobson's >

321S5.MAIN © ROYAL OAK ® 547.5000

we BUY & .TRtADE Used Rug
a

The Very Best Prices
HAND WASHING (No Chemicals)
REPAIRING-APPRAISALS

Qutstanding Collection of Oriental Rugs .
" Credit Cards Accepted

Has Moved to *°
29205 Southfield Rd.

+ 1 Block North of 12 Mile Rd., in tho Farrell Shopping
Plaza Located Next to the Secretary of State Office
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: MERRY CHRISTMAS
L "1 JACOBSON'S IS CLOSED TOMORROW, WE WILL BE OPEN WEDNESDAY.
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