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The Farmington Players start small and end up big -

By DONALD V. CALAMIA

The Farmington branch of the Amer-
ican Association of University Women
never would have believed that ils
small, dramatic study group would one
day grow into the Farmington Players,
one of the longest running amateur the-
atersin the Detroit area.

The group was formed in 1951. Ini-
tially it performed shows in various
schools and churches. Meetings were
held in individual's homes. Then in
1955, the Farmington Players we're
able to lease an old dairy barn on 12
Mile Road.

“The barn came complete with
stalls, hay lofts and a milking room,”
said long-time member Ellie Jorgen-

sen. “Of course, we began fixing it up
right away so that it now bears little
resemblence to a dairy barn.”

Today, the playhouse contains a prop
shop, costume room; basement re-
hearsal area, a meeting area and an
auditorium which seats 178 people.

“THE EARLY SHOWS had pigeons
to contend with,” laughed Walter Jor-
gensen. “When the farmhouse was sold
in 1965 the Players were given the op-
tion to buy the barn. Twelve members
put up their own money to purchase the
property.”

Through the hard work of its dedicat-
ed members, the Players were able to
transform the old barn into a modern
facility.

“We're very pleased with the fact
that we are entirely self-supporting,”
Mrs. Jorgensen said. “We receive no
grants or gratuities. Nobody gets paid
for anything. Everything we do is for
the love of it, and we do it ourselves.”

In addition to transforming the barn
into the theater, the Players recently
fireproofed the entire building and re-
placed the auditorium chairs with the-
ater seating.

The group now has 125 members.
Approximately 50 participate on a giv-
en show.

“IT'S SUCH A BIG JOB to do,” Mrs.
Jorgensen said. “We really need all of
these people to work on every show.”
Jobs such as house chairman, hospitali-
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ty chairman, set dressing and parking
are only a few of the positions filled by
company members.

The job of costume designer has been
filled by an original member, Hope
Nahstoli. “Our costume shop is quite
complete,” said Mrs. Jorgensen. “We
have everything that you can imagine
from every period and in eyery size
and color. Hope will take anything and
everything from our costume shop. The
Players also rents costumes to other
theater groups.

““This group has an interesting array
of people,” member Ron Turek said.

“We all have a common interest: the
theater.”
Among its members are lawyers,
teachers, engineers and computer ana-
ts.

lysts.
“All groups have camaraderie,

added Jorgensen, “but it’s a nice group
of peaple to work with, a social group
covering all ages from 19 to 70.

The Jorgensens have been involved’

with the Players for about 11 years.
“Walt became involved with the -Play-

ers even though has had no aspirations
to be on stage,” Mrs. Jorgensen said.
““He’ll stage manage, build sets and sell

‘liickets. There's always something to
0.

COMPANY MEMBERS come from
Royal Oak, Birmingham and Detroit,
though the majority are from Farming-
ton and Bloomfield.

‘The group puts on three major pro-
duetions each season and a summer
show. “We try to do a balance each
year — a comedy, a serious drama and
a musical,” Mrs. Jorgensen said . “We
try to keep our audiences and our ac-

tors happy.”

The Players draws its audience from
all over the Detroit area.

“About 30 percent of our audience
comes from south of Eight Mile Road,”
said Jorgensen, the ticket chairman.
“And a third come from the Farming-
ton-Bloomfield area. We get the rest
from places like Southfield, the Walled
Lake area, Milford and Brighton.

“The gasoline shortage has had no ef-
fect on our attendance,” he continued,
“and nobody seems to be worried about
it, especially our members. Some of
them drive in a long way two’or three
times a week for rehearsals. We sell
out almost every.performance.”

Performances are held at 32332 W.
12 Mile Road, Farmington, between
Farmington and Orchard Lake Roads.
For more information call the Players
at 477-1066.
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(313)851-2070
2140 WALNUT LAKE RD., WEST BLOONFIELD, M| 48033

} Comicle 2

Chingse and American Food
Ex tic and Delightful luncheons and
Cantonese Style Dinners
Private Rooms
for Receptions

and Parties
FORRESERVATIONS
PLEASE CALL:

758

Open Mon.-Thurs. 112.m. 1o 10 p.m. « Fri. 8 Sat.

11.m. to 11 p.m. » Sun. & Holldays 1210 10 p.m.
856 N. Woodward » Birmingham

TIALBAN'SEY

BOTTLE & BASKET RESTAURANT

«Boxlunches

eCarrv Quis morted & Domestic
sCatering e

eHot & Cold «Complete Dinners
Hors D'Oeus res «Butfel Trays

B8N, Hunter

Birmingham SUN-THURS 9-9
£46-6353 FRI& SAT9-11

MUPPET
MOVIE
(PG)
1:30 3:00
5:00 7:00
9:00
DAILY
FRI & SAT

EUROPEAN
(PG)

1:30 3:30
5:30 7:30
9:30
DAILY

“LORD OF THE
RINGS”
FRI & SAT
Midnight Show

g ] charge).
» Sieigh or wigon ride, depending on snow
~conditions <" :
- @ Walking tour of Greenfield Villege
o Hor cider libation : :
Cost—only $18/persea (including tax and grauities).
For reservations ot more information; call 271-1620,
Ext. 414, Mon.—Sat., 9a.m. to 5pam. -
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RON CODEN
FEATURING LIVE ENTERTAINMENT:

p.m.-1a.m, Wed., Thurs.; @ p.m.-2 a.m. Fri. & Sat.
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+ FRESH LAKE PERCH «
« BABY BACK BAR-B-QRIBS «
|/|. Business Men's Luncheons & Dinners

SPECIAL thru Jan. 10 with this Ad
« FRESH STUFFED RAINBOW TROUT $5.95

« SIRLOIN STEAK $5.95
*inc. soup, salad, potato or vegetable
FRESH HOMEMADE BREAD & COFFEE
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[SHOWCASE
CINEMAS
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BARGAIN MATINEE DAILY
$1.50-FIRST SHOW ONLY
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Gift certificates always availal
...Entertatnment isthe gerfect gilt!
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i\ ;\% < Distinctive Cuisine of All China
} = .
Exotic Cocktails

Open Mon-Thurs, 11-1, Fri. 11-2, Sat. 4-2, Sun. 1-12

E. Maple Rd. at Hwy. © Troy ® 689-2332

Serving the finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine

» Luncheons ¢ Dinners ¢ Carry Out Orders
Chinatown Style Welcomed
Open 7 days.o week
Mon.-Thurs. 11,a.m.-10 p.m.; Fri. 11 a.m.-11 p.m.
Sof. 12-11 p.m.; Sun. 12-10 p.m.

Continuous Matinees Daily
All Theatres
Geo. Burns, Art Carney
& Lee Strasberg
“GOING IN STYLE” (PG)

Walt Disney presents an unbelievable
Journey in Dolby Stereophonic
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In Dolby Stereophonic
“STAR TREK" (G)
Bo Derek & Dudley Moore
“10” (R)
Late Shows Fri. & Sat,
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Woodward, Birmingham

€ 644-2913
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GRAND OPENING
SALE

NOVA OR BELLY HOT
CORNED BEEF
Reg- $6.49 Ib

Reg. $11.78 Ib.
@ $49, 11| $42°

e Save $1.80 Ib.l Save $2.20 [b.!
it GOOD THRU JAN. 6, 1980

COMPLETE TAKE-OUT DELICATESSEN FEATURING KOSHER SINAI AND
L8O & VIENNA PRODUCTS. HORE-MADE COLE SLAW AXD POTATO SALAD

469 S.
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- SPECIALIZING INPARTY TRAYS
/ﬁ detr@it 30850 ORCHARD LAKE RD,
{ Farmington Hills, Mich.
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Need to get away from it ali?
And SAVE GAS, jump into
your car and drive to the
Northfield Hilton for a super”
weekend fling at an un-super
little price. Go ahead - spoil
yourself. You deserve it.

UNWINOER

+ Luxurious room

- Cocktail in Hurley's,

our contemporary lounge
with nightly entertainment
and dancing qn a stainless,
steel dance floor

» All-season indoor pool

- Saunas

« Leisurely breakfast in
Wicker Works {or room
sarvice)

« Free parking

+$29.80 per person,
double occupancy

Mini-Vacations. Minutes Away.

HONEYMOONING

* Luxurious room

- Bottle of champagne

* Entertainment and
dancing in Hurley's

~ Indaor pool and saunas

- Leisurely breakfast in

Wicker Works (or room
service) -

- Free parking

- $55 per couple

Tips and taxes are included!
Cal! 879-2100 for color
brochures on our

Unwinder and Honey-
mooning packages.

NORTHFIELD HILTON INN
5500 Crooks Rd.at 175
Troy, Michigan 48098
(313)879-2100

Mat, Wed. Sat. & Sun.
Steve Martin & Bernadette Peters

“THE JERK” [,
(R) 38

Bette Midler is
“THE ROSE” (R)

Late Shows Frl. & Sat.

1n Dolby Stereophonic

"'The Who" presents
“QUADROPHENIA”

Marlon Brando, Martin Sheen &
Robt. Duvall
“APOCOLYPSE NOW” (R)

Bo Derek & Dudley Moore
“10"(R)
Mat. Wed. Sat. & Sun.

Walt Disney presents an unbelievable |
journey in 70 MM & Dolby Sound

“THE BLACK HOLE"(PG)
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Steve Mart. & Bernadetle Peters

“THE JERK" (R)

Mat. Wed. Sat. & Sun.

Steve Martin & Bernadette Peters

“THE JERK” (R)

Bette Midler is
“THE ROSE"(R)

Geo. Burns, Art Carney

& Lee Strasberg
“GOING IN STYLE” (PG)
Mat. Wed. Sat. & Sun.
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Latc Shows Fri. & Sat.
Mat. Wed. Sat. & Sun.
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John Belushi & Dan Akroyd §:9
“1941” (PG) __ Jt
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