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Sculptor Lois Teicher

/

Art reflects. feminist views

By CORINNE ABATT

The no-nonsense attitude that sur-
rounds everything sculptor Lois Teich-
er says and does is apparent from the
morment she walks through the door.

She creates an impression of posi-
tiveness with her trim jean-clad figure,
short dark curly hair and classic fea-
tures which are attractive without ben-
efit of make-up. She speaks easily and
fluently without unnecessary adjec-
tives to muddy the ideas.

Mrs. Teicher is one of 21 artists in
the exhibit of Detroit artists at the
Cranbrook Academy of Art Museum
through Jan. 20. Linking herself with
Adam Thomas as “the two unknowns,”
she said, “I'm very proud to be in the
show.™ -

Now in her early 40s, Mrs. Teicher,
long-time feminist, Southfield wife and

mother of three children, is in the grad- .

uate sculpture program at Eastern
Michigan University.

Married when she was 18, she re-
turned to school at Wayne State Uni-
vemly when her children were very
younig. She completed her bachelor’s in
fine arts at the Center for Creative
Studies last year and immediately en-
rolled in the graduate sculpture pro-
gram at Eastern Michigan University.
She has her studio in Ypsilanti which
she views as temporary until she com-
pletes her master's next year and can
relocate her studio in downtown De-
troit.

‘The woman’s movement has been very im-
portant to me as a human being. 1 feel role
models are important and I feel Y'm becoming

one.’ N

— Lois Teicher

themselves t6 be abused. The red fence
is protective. There is something pro-
tective and nurturing about that fence.
The front piece is a very emotional ex-
pression. The fence, in contrast, is ra-
tional and on the formal side. There is
tension between these two. I think it
speaks to the times. I wanted it to be
positive and strong. I wanted it to be a
celebration.”
i Mrs. Teicher

N

For although Mrs, Teicher is techni-
cally a suburbanite, she has a strong
allegiance to the city both in back-
ground and artisiic philosophy.

“I'm a native of Detroit. I was born
in Detroit. I love Detroit,” she said.

HER FEELING for the city and her
commitment to the woman's move-
ment are readily evident in her sculp-
ture.

“I feel my art is very reflective of
the times. I am using found wood from
Detroit. The theme for both pieces in
the show is the same. It’s “Celebration
of Women” — really a celebration of
who you are — people need to cele-
brate and it’s of

“It's very positive and agressive —
almost altarlike, there’s a spiritual
feeling about the work. The work is
umque and it takes a lot of courage to
be unique. Everyone is capable of it,
but most penple don't allow themselves
to be creative.”

But, as she began to describe the
meaning of work, her emotional at-
tachment showed. “I had mystical ex-
periences while painting (the surface).
‘When the piece is totally done, I paint
it, but it’s more activating the surface.

“In a sense it’s my response to the
piece as a whole. The pink areas are all
vaginal forms — women have allowed

her work at the Center for Creative
Studies with a major in ceramics. How-
ever, the larger portion of her time was
spent working with  wood because it

was a material more suited to her tem- *

prament and the ideas she wnshed to
express.

"WHEN 1DID CLAY, it was ali slabs
and constructions,” she said. “I think
crafts are more concerned with with
the beauty of the object than concept
and T was more concerned with con-
cept.”

Cranbrook Academy of Art Museum, *

§00 Lone Pine, Bloomfield Hills, is
open 1-5 p,m. Tuesday-Sunday. Admis-

sion charge. For group tours, call 645-
3312, . °

CLEARANCE SALE

FOR THE GREATEST
SAVINGS EVER. . .TAKE
ADVANTAGE!
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K and collar sweaters s reduced All ofher.
prices are 20% off, Regularly 18.00

Now 14

my inner spirit.” *

About the wood, she said, “It’s a re-
cycling of wood. It's warped It has a
flavor, an essence, a history.”

She spoke about the lier two sculp-
tures both of which carry the “Celebra-
tion of Women" title as if she were
standing back looking at someone
else’s work.

"ﬁiearn about wildflowers

“Wildflowers of America’s Moun-
tains and Tundras” will be discussed in
an illustrated lecture at 8 p.m. Jan. 25
in Cranbrook’s Institute of Science au-
ditorium, 500 Lone Pine, Bloomfield
Hills.

Frederick Case will show films and
describe infinite varieties of wild-
flowers he has studied in low foothills,
lofty summits and unbroken tundra.

Included in the lecture will be slides
showing the strange insectivorous
pitcher-plant of the Coast and Cascade
mountains.

Alsb shown will be wildflowers that
have experienced great rates of muta-

tion and evolutionary change because
of rarefied air. at upper altitudes and
increased exposure to ultra-violet light.

CaSe is chairman of the science de-
partment at Arthur Hill HighSchool in
Saginaw. In addition, he is an adjunct
research investigator at University of
Michigan's Matthaei Botanical Gar-
dens, a board member of Michigan's
Department of Natural Resources and
the Nature Conservancy and a research
associate at Cranbrook Institute of Sci-
ence.

Tickets, $3.50; $2.50 for students,
may be purchased at the door. For
‘more information, call 645-3225.
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‘1 think women
have to understand
that they have a
right to their own
lives.'

-— Lois Teicher
(Photo by Pat Bord-
man)
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