Snow woes? Not for this
outdoorsman and his dog

By LEM MESEE
Outdoars writer

The sun was cheering as it peeped
under the clouds at dawn on a recent
weekend. There was no wind, so the air
felt warmer than 30 degrees.

. ¥ parked my car along a dirt road
just 2 half-hour’s drive from home and
headed into the woods with my old dog.

Silence. The ground was brown and
frozen, and no sputtering rackets from

snowmobsiles filled the air.

Our approach scared up a cottontail
rabbit, but the old dog was too deaf to
hear it, so the bunny scampered off, un-
chased. Later there was a streak of red
—afox?

Inalittle valley, frost decorated eve-
ry branch like a million pieces of white
lace. As the sun hit it, the lace turned to
diamonds.

Along the bank of a stream, I picked
up some dry oak branches snapped
from the trees by an earlier wind. They
ignited quickly, and soon we were
warming ourselves at a fire.

‘Time for breakfast: Bacon, slices of
onion, eggs; homemade raisin bread
toasted directly over the corner of the
fire; apple wrapped in aluminum foil
and baked in the coals; a Thermos of
hot coffee sweetened with cocoa mix; a
pocketful of biscuits for my ravenous
dog.
Down to the edge of the gurgling
Huron River for cold water to douse
the fire. A stroll through the wooded
hills. The song of a chickadee to break
thesilence.

A little rest to light up a pipe. More
walking.

Hours later we would return home to
the headlines in the Sunday paper. No
snow. Winter resorts losing tens of
millions. Michigan an economic dis-

.aster area. Ski lodges crying. Snow-
mobilers moaning. Money and gaso-
line,

Are these guys crazy? 1 wondered.
This has been an utterly magnificent
winter to enjoy the outdoors.

STONY CREEK Metropark near Ro-
chester will be the scene of a cross
country ski-a-thon at 9 a.m. Saturday,
Feb. 2.

It's sponsored by the Shelby Town-
ship Lions Club to aid the blind by rais-
ing funds for the Leader Dog school.
Bring pledges from friends and rela-
tives for the kilometers you plan to ski.

For sponsor forms, call Chuck at
651-4088.

NATURE PROGRAMS at the
Huron-Clinton Metroparks are still
going strong. Here's the lineup for this
weekend:

« Stony Creek, 9 a.m. Sunday, Feb. 3
— “Frigid Feathers,” naturalist Roger
Bajorek’s slide show and short outdoor
walk on winter birds and how to attract
them. Register by calling the nature
center at 781-4621.

« Kensington, 11 a.m. Saturday, Feb.
2 — “Groundhog Day and Other Ani-
mal Legends,” naturalist Bob Hotal-
ing’s slide and discussion program in-
doors. Register by calling the nature
center at 685-1561.

« Kensington, 9 a.m. Sunday, Feb. 3
- guided cross country ski tour
(weather permitting) and 5% miles of
trail to study wildlife survival, glacial
geology and natural history. Meet at
the nature center and bring your own
skis. Call to register.

« Oakwoods (near Flat Rock), 2 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 3 — “Basics of Cross
Country Skiing,” with Fred Wooley dis-
cussing equipment, dress, beginning
techniques and starting out, a one hour
indoor program at the nature center
auditorium. Register by calling 782-
1265.

All metropark programs are free.
There is a vehicle entry permit fee of
$2 a day, but it's more economical to
buy the annual pass for $7.

could you survive?

tips from the Air Force Survival School

sand under the eyelids.

WOULD YOU. . .
A i

You've been skiing all day. The weather has been good with the
temperature in the low 20s and a hazy overcast.
Your eyes begin to hurt and feel as though you have grains of

the eyes.

snowblindness.
bona fide emergency.

TO SURVIVE

hose of
on dark glasses or improvised goggles to reduce the light affecting

B. Immediately head for the lodge or camp to seek assistance.
C. Stop and make a camp so you can treat your eyes for the

D. Not worry because the symptoms deseribed do not present a

and put

Alternative A would be the best action to take. Hazy conditions
can be the most deceptive and can cause distress to the unwary. By
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By TOM LONERGAN

Congressmen from Oakland County support
President Jimmy Carter’s “get tough” posture
toward the Soviet Union and say they'll support the
first step to bring back the military draft.

US. Reps. James Blanchard, William Brodhead
and William Broomfield were interviewed last
week following Carter’s State of the Union address.

'BROOMFIELD, a veteran Republican represent-
ing western Oakland, said he was “happy to see
(Carter) starting to exert firmness in foreign poli-

Carter said the U.S. would respond militarily
should the Soviet Union move into the oil-rich Per-
sian Gulf region.

According to Broomfield, the mood in Washing-
ton is not “a great deal of war talk per se, buta
recognition that the Soviet Union in Afghanistan
has created a new dimension in worldwide poli-
ties.”

“I think war can be averted,” Broomfield added.

“DETENTE IS over, obviously,” said Blanchard,
D-Pleasant Ridge. But he added, “it would be bad
to revert to the (cold war) policies and slogans of
the 1950s and 1960s.”

Blanchard, whose district includes Troy, said he
supports Carter’s proposals, which include in-
creased military aid to Asian nations like Pakistan,
but also warned against a wholesale policy of arms
sales to any country that's anti-Soviet.

“I think we ought to be very cautious on who we
send arms and foreign aid to. It was the easiest
game in town in the "50s and ’60s for countries to
give anti-communist speeches and fill up their wal-
lets with our tax dollars.”

BRODHEAD, D-Detroit, whose district includes

Southfield and Farmington, said Carter's military

_warnings were “not said so much for American

ion but for i i ion.”

He called the president’s speech “very strong,
very effective,” but “not overdone.”

““We have very much at stake there in the Middle

East and we can't tolerate that (the Soviets' Af-

Congressmen ratify Carter docirine

ghanistan invasion).”

Bripging back the draft is “obviously not going to
be popular with young people,” Bradhead said, m.Jd-
ing, “I think it's something we (Congress) are going
to have to reconsider.”

Carter will ask Congress to reinstitute military
draft registration for men — and perhaps women
— between 18 and 26 years old.

Broomfield called draft registration an “import-
ant step” that he will support.

Blanchard said he doesn't “anticipate restoring
the draft, but 1 expect Congress to respond by
cranking up registration,” which he said was_“mcre
of a symbolic gesture™ to show the Soviet Union the
U.S. would fight if necessary.

said he'll support tion but not

the draft.

ALL THREE support a U.S. boycott of the sum-
mer Olympie Games in Moscow. A bill endorsing
the boycott passed the House overwhelmingly last
week.

2 at 1 low price!
VELVET CHAIRS

Priced by the pair to save you more.

$399 pair
$219 each, reg. $285

Custom-covered in your choice of 8
outstanding velvet colors. Self-decking,
arm covers, 8-way hand-tied construc-
tion and double poly/dacron cushioning
for super sealing comfort. 10 other
styles in this special sale.
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Dearborn 565-3100
23600 Michigan Ave. cast of Telegraph
Bloomfield Hills 642-8822
4107 Telegraph at Long Lake Rd.
Rachester 632-3500
1110°S. Rochester Rd. in Winchester Mall
Open daily 10-9 Wed. & $Sat 10-6
Use our convenient charge, Visa or Master Charge
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putting on dark glasses or some improvised goggles to reduce the
glare from the snow, you will be able to negotiate your way back
to your camp.

Prevention is the key to avoiding snowblindness symptoms, and
this can be accomplished by wearing dark glasses on all outings of
this type.

Real Estate One Sales Associates are sell-
ing over 9,000 homes a year. Immediate
openings available for reputable, ambitious
people to earn and grow with us as we
expand across the nation. Famous fast
start training program, sales aids that com-
petition can't match. Attend our next Ca-
reer Seminar on Thursday, January 31,
7:30 p.m. at 27436 W. Six Mile at Inkster,
Livonia. Call 261-2600 for your complimen-
tary reservation.
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The accent of these lovely occasional tables

ison decorative charm as well as function — all at beautiful
savings! Each pieceis superbly crafted in solid pecan with tops of olive ash burl or
bronze glass, and finished in a glowing caramel color. Thisisjust one of several groups of

PLYMOUTH
TOWNE APARTMENTS
Enjoy healthy independence in this
beautiful new complex.
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