Aid for private cbllege st

By CRAIG PIECHURA

Expect to see someone approach you
at home or in a shopping center this
weekend. They may be asking for your
signature on a petition that seeks to
eliminate a flat $500-fee given to pri-
vate college students, regardless of fi-
nancial need or academic achievemient.

‘The petition drive to repeal Public
Act 105, Michigan’s tuition differential
plan, is being sponsored by the Michi-
gan Federation of Teachers and is sup-
ported by the Michigan Education As-
sociation and the Michigan Elementary
and Middle School Principal Associa-
tion.

Supporters of the petition drive
maintain that tuition aid to private stu-
dents is an example of the state helping
the private sector at the expense of
public education.

Private college spokesmen, such as
Fr. Malcolm Carron, president of the
University of Detroit (U-D), argue that
the $500 tuition differential is helping
middle-class families meet rising tui-
tion cost and offers students a choice
between private and public school.

The people behind the petition drive”

have until March 15 to collect a mini-
mum of 145,000 signatures from regis-
tdred voters in the state to force a re-
ferendum vote.

*?Mrs. Anetta Miller, a member of
the Michigan Board of Education, said
lasb-feek that the supporters of the pe-
titfon, drive have already collected
20,000 signatures on petitions but will
escalate their effort with booths in the
Tel-Twelve Mall, Livonia Mall and
Westland Mali, locally.

MRS. MILLER says she is confident
that voters will reject “blanket tuition
grants” if they learn the facts of the
state aid package but adds that backers
of the petition drive are up against a
formidable lobby of public education
interests.

“All a private college student has to
do is be alive and willing to sign up for
this (tuition differential) aid,” said Mrs.

Miller. “The appropriation started out
last year at $6.2 million. This coming
school year they've been allocated
$10.5 million and that figure increases
even if the student body remains at sta-
tus quo.

“That means the state will be giving
out $25 imillion to every private college
student at the end of four years.”

Mrs. Miller states that the tuition
differential aid, which was designed to
make up part of the difference hetween
attending private colleges and the less
expensive public colleges, “adds up to
one more state program for the private
sector.”

Because the financial 2id is available
regardless of a student’s financial sta~
tus, Mrs. Miller says the program will
not help needy students but rather en-
courage private schools to raise tuition
and become “even more exclusive.”

THE MICHIGAN Federation of
Teachers and the “anti-parochiad”
organization, the Michigan Council
About Education, formerly the Michi-
gan Council Against Parochiad, argues
that the state’s annual $13,700,000 Tui-
tion Grant Program already helps pri-
vate college students if they demon-
strate financial need.

U-D's Fr. Carron, one of the commit-
tee members who helped initiate state
funding for private college students,
said Tuesday it is more economical for
the state to help fund students in pri-
vate institutions than build new col-
leges. .

“We've got fo have some kind of
freedom of choice in education,” Fr.
Carron stated, “rather than having only
one option — public education. Right
now we have a better system in the
state because it's not a monolithic
system.”

Carron cited the fact that U-D trains
45 per cent of the dentists in the state,
with the only public dental school being
the University of Michigan Dental
School.

“We can't do all that alone,” Fr, Car-
ron said. “We really do need some kind
of help.”

In addition to the tuition differential
aid, U-D receives $15,000 from the
state for each dental degree issued un-
der a 1969 degree reimbursement plan.

Carron said that since the aid is
going to help students receive an edu-
cation, “what difference does it make"
if the student receives state aid at a
public or a private institution.
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Mrs. Miller, is that public cnllegesuam
receiving a smaller share of the state
revenue — down from a high of 18.4
percent in 1966 to a current low of
about 14 percent of the state’s expendi-
tures.

Furthermore, Mrs. Miller states that

is eroding the

of church and state.
Nonsense, says Fr. Carron. The pub- DO
lic act specifically exempts students N [
seeking degrees in divinity or theology.
“Besides, I ride the DSR bus to work
every morning,” Fr. Carron said. “That
isn’t a violation of church and state.”
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PART-TIME TELLERS

We have a part-time posi-
tion available at our office
on Orchard Lake & 13 Mile
Rd. averaging 3 days a
~week. We provide a fully
paid 3 week training pro-
. ‘gram. Interviews will be held
' Friday, March 2, at the
location from the
hours of 9:30 AM. to 4:00

An. Equal Opportunity Employer
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anew SOFT CONTACT
for people with moderate to
severe astigmatism.

Now there is a solution for people who are
uncomfortable with hard lenses or cannot see
well enough with ordinary soft lenses. The
DURASOFT is made specifically for astigmatic
corrections and has the added advantage of
increased durability. DURASOFT also has
soft contact lenses for those who are unsatis-
fied with the durability of their present soft

DR. JAMES R. BOHDAN, O.D.
7301 N. LILLEY st o
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you can eat.

So join us. Bring your whole famiiy to
a Friendly place for dinner this Tuesday or
Wednesday! You're in for a nice surprise!

Plymouth Township
~42370 Ann ArborRoad.

vyou can eat.

Come have dinner with is on Tuesday or Wednesday
and we'll serve you a dinner that can stand up to the biggest
appetite in your family. Because starting at 5 p.m., we'll be
serving special all-you-can-eat chicken and fish dinners!

French Fries and vegetable, roll and butter, plus all the
golden brown fish or chicken you can eat. And we mean all
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