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C(bllege tries to personalize remedial program

By MICHAEL MATUSZEWSKI

Incmasmg numbers of smden's can't
cut it in college. To help them, many
schools rely.on remedial courses to
teach the basies.

Faculty members at Oakiand Com-
munity College’s (OCC) Orchard Ridge
campus in Famington Hills are trying a
different approach. They are combin-
ing the best of remedial courses —
smaller class size, flexible teaching
methods and tutoring.

According to Sarah Keidan, director
of OCC's experimental Special Studies
program, some floundering students
need more ‘than the basics. They need

ized education and i
building as they take introductory
courses.

Without it, she said, they’ll probably
drop out.

SPECIAL STUDIES classes have
been offered for nearly a year. So far,
450 of Orchard Ridge's 10,000 students
have participated. Mrs. Keidan said
450 is capacity.

“Students coming into this college
and all others come in with two basic
problems,” Mrs, Keidan said.

“They don’t have the drilling in the
basies. They didn't get it in the K-12
system. They have to have the basics
skills to cope in college.

“They were told to emote and create.
It didn't matter if they could spell, read
or write 2 sentence.

“When they came here and were giv-
en college texts and told to analyze
concepts, they didn't know what the
hell we were talking about,” she said.

“The second problem begins when
they start failing courses. It creates a
negative self image, and they fail
again. It begins to develop into a vi-
cious circle.

“It happens not only at Oakland

Community College. Harvard has these *

problems. The University of Michigan
has these problems,” she said.

TO SOLVE the problems, Special
Studies staffers try to walk their stu-
dents through introductory college
courses, teaching them necessary
skills, such as reading and writing,
while building confidence.

‘The techniques are not new.

‘Let’s face it,” Mrs. Keidan said,
“We're not really trying to re-invent
the wheel. We're just trying to put
them (technigues) together in a differ-
ent way to see if they make some
sense.

“We're doing some things different-

ly. We're pacing some things different-
ly, For some of our students we may go |
a lot slower.” Special Studies students
may be given more time to complete
course work.
‘They may also be given special consid-
erations in test taking. But, Mrs.
Keidan said, the content of Special
Studies courses is no different from .
other introductory courses.

“We've had students who just can't
take a test ingthe same room with other
students. One woman just-looks at a
test paper and freezes. Another can't
take a written test but does excellent
work when the test is read to him,” she
said.*

SOME STUDENTS and faculty
members try to stereotype participat-
ing students, Mrs. Keidan said.

“I had one woman come to me and
say she was told she was in a class for
dummies. The courses are not for dum-
mies. Some of our students are bril-
liant. Some just were never drilled in
the basics. Some have specific learning
disabilities.

“Some are coming back to school af-
ter being away for a long time —
they're the best candidates for Special
Studies.” Mrs. Keidan calls them “high-
risk” students.

Personalized instruction has a pre-
cedent at OCC. During OCC's early

courses in favor of self-paced educa-
tion. Self-paced courses relied more on
taped materials than live instructors.
That was a disappointment, Mrs.
Keidan said.

“Students need more direction. Stu-
dents need to know what is expected of
them.”

DESPITE ITS image, Specxal Studies
has its supporters.

“This might not compare to MSU,”
said one Special Studies student. “Many
of us wouldn't have gotten into MSU
right out of nigh schoo! anyhow. At
least now we've got a chance.”

Besides the 450 persons enrolled,
many other students need what Special
Studies has 1o offer, Mrs.Keidan said.

Testing is not used when students
enroll. Placement in Special Studies
depends on high school academic

records, which students sometimes pro-
vide, and on faculty d@nd counselor
referrals. Even then, participation is
voluntary.

THE PROGRAM is ending the first
year of its two-year trial run, and eval-
uation will be done.

That will not be easy, Mrs. Keidan
said. The only true measure of succass
will come after the students leave Spe-

cial Studies classes. She doesn't expect
100 percent success.

“We just have to wait and see,” she
says. “For some people, coming to col-
lege is like going off a high dive for the
first time. Sometimes they imeed to~
pushed,

+ “After the first time, it's fun. Want to
be that push?

“If we can make some difference,
it's wnrlh i
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Oakland GOP will
hear Rep. Anderson

"US. Rep. John B. Anderson, R-IIL,
will be the featured speaker at the 90th
annual Lincoln Banquet on Friday eve-
ning in the Raleigh House, Telegraph at
10 Mile Road in Southfield.

Tickets are $12.50 and can be pur-
chased from Qakland County Republi-
can Headquarters by calling 646-8414.

It will mark Anderson’s second
speaking appearance in metropolitan
Detroit in two weeks. Anderson, who is
exploring a run for the GOP's 1980

appeared

along with former Texas Gov. John
Connally at a Dearborn fundraiser for
former U.S. Robert Griffin.

The 19-year House veteran has long
been a spokesman for the Republican
Party’s liberal wing. Anderson, who is
third in line in the Republican House
leadership, has been a supporter of
open housing, strip-mine controls and
limited public financing of abortions.
He voted against the B-1 bomber, a $2
billion nuclear-powered aircraft car-
rier and the American Agriculture
's farm supports proposal.
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