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Mom talks about son’s Oscar

By CRAIG PIECHURA

When the Academy Award nomina-
tions were announced last week, there
were no prouder parents around than
Nick and Lea Aronson of Southfield.

Their son, Jerry Aronson, is in the
running for an Oscar — but not against
the Robert DeNiros and Laurence Oli~

* viers of the film industry. ‘The cate-
gory in which he is competing is Best
Short Subject Documentary.

Aronson, 33, produced, directed and
edited a 33-minute documentary on the
struggle of urban Indians called “The
Divided Trail — A Native American
Odgssey.”

Four other documentaries comprise
the competition: “An Encounter with
Faces,” “The Flight of the Gossamer
Condor,” “Goodbye Miss Ann,” and
“Squires of San Quentin.”

But none of the other films nomi-
nated has created such a stir as “The
Divided Trail.” The Public Broadcast-
ing System (PBS) recently acquired the
rights to the documentary and Marlon
Brando, a proponent of Indian rights,
has agreed to do a voice-over introduc-
tion and closing statement when the
film airs on national television.

The film is Aronson's biggest suc-
cess, after a string of documentaries.

The film follows the lives of three
Indians who in 1970 left their reserva-
tion in northern Wisconsin for the wilds
of Chicago. The Indians, Michael Cho-
sa, his sister Betty Chosa Jack, and
their friend Carol Warrington, become
involved in militancy in the beginning
of the eight-year span covered in the
film. =

After finding out that Chicago wasn't
the land of opportunity the Bureau of
Indians Affairs made it out to be, Chosa
and the two women set up camp in
Wrigley Field, home of the Chicago

Cubs, and claimed the land for Indians.
They were thrown out.

A YEAR LATER, Chosa and a band
of militants set up tents and teepees in
the abandoned Nike Missile base in
Belmont Harbor, Il Chosa got on the
bullhorn announcing to TV crews and
Aronson’s documentary crew that the
treaties of the 1830s allowed Indians to
claim abandoned federal lands.

Aronson said that after the Indians
were routed from the encampment, he
could've made a simple film that por-
trayed the police as bad guys and the
Indians as good guys being victimized.
But he probed further, and it took him
seven years to finish the story and
chronicle the lives of the three people.

Through the years Aronson followed
the trio to two different camps occu-
pied by urban Indians. He followed
them to Washington where they met
with legislators but with no luck.

The film shows Betty Chosa Jack's
decision to admit herself into an alco-
hol treatment center in 1974. Her
friend Carol has come to see her, and
after crying uncontrollably, Ms. Jack
agrees to enter a halfway house and
receive emotional help to stop her
drinking.

Chosa gets involved in a government
program that teaches young Indian
men karate. By the end of the film, we
find Chosa studying Indian tradition
with the elders of various tribes and
the women counseling other Indian
‘women.

ARONSON WASN'T a detatched ob-
server pointing an uncaring camera at
the lives of the three people in the film.
After eight years work and countless
hours of editing 50 hours of film down
to 33 minutes, he watched the docu-

mentary with the three subjects and
cried with them.

That was followed by “an embar-
rassed laughter” because the camera
wasn't always flattering to the subjects
of the film and showed the rocky times
both subjects and film makers went
through.

Aronson is optimistic about urban
Indians’ ability to bounce back in the
face of adversity. But the struggle is
remote to most whites, he said.

“Indians don't fit into modern
culture,” said Aranson. That can get
very depressing. Indians face social
pressures from their peer group as well
as a genocidal, cultural effect caused
by the loss of self-respect.”

Aronson said he gets two different
reactions from the film, depending on
the audience. Middle-class whites or
minorities other than Indians, “say
that's just incredible what we're doing
to them.” Indians, according to Aron-
son, “say ‘Hey, that's really what's
going on.”"

WHAT’S THE REACTION of Aron-
son's mother Lea?

* I've seen it twice. What can I say?

I'm his mother. This one is probably
the best thing he's done, to my personal
taste. Some of the other films are pret-
ty good. Some are not so good to my
personal taste.”

Mrs. Aronson said her son developed
an interest in film when he was a

youngster growing up in Detroit taking.

snapshots of neighborhood kids. He won
an amateur photo contest run by the
Detroit Free Press and won another

. award from Kodak.

Aronson may have got the movie bug
from his mother. Mrs. Aronson played
a few character roles in an old local TV
show called “Traffic Court” on WWJ-

"l played a drunken lady, under the
influence, when they needed a woman
with an accent. I didn’t even have to
fake one.”

Awards are nothing new to the Aron-
son family. Last year, Mrs. Aronson
won the Michigan Beef Cook-Off for
her pot roast. The secret ingredients
were ginger ale and fresh dill.

But the biggest prize of all — the
Academy Award — will be decided
April 8. The Aronsons have their fin-
gers crossed. .

Ebert presents travel film

Wayne-Westland
YMCA will present John
Ebert with an “Alaska
Adventure” as the mext
program in the Travel
and Adventure Series.

The program:
8:15 p.m. Mar

wood at Fourtl
Wayne.

Wayne Memorial High
School auditorium, Glen-

will be at
ch 3 in the

The program includes
camping and fishing
adventures, wildlife clo-
seups and pioneer moun-
tain explorations.
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Dtsgn Location Approval for

PUBLIC NOTICE

All interested persons are hereby advised that the City of Farmmgton has requuled
the i and

* Shiawassee Roads in the Gity of Farmington, Oakland County, M|chlgan

N

Betty Chosa Jack and Carol Warrington in a scene from *“The Divid-
ed Trail — A Native American Odyssey.”

The proposed construction is to include drainage, road widening, curbing, paving
and bridge replacement. This project has been submitted for Federal assistance
under the Federal Aid Urban System Program.

(;lTY OF FARMINGTON
BOARD OF REVIEW

NOTICE IS GIVEN TO ALL PERSONS THAT:

AN ASSESSMENT ROLL of all propeny in the CITY OF FARMINGTON subject to
taxation has been prepared by the Cily Assessor and said Roll will be subject to
inspection at the Office of the City Assessor in the Municipal Building, 23600 Liberty
Street, Farmington, Michigan, on or after March 5, 1975,

THE BOARD OF REVIEW WILL BE IN SESSION AS FOL[D\\S
MONDAY, MARCH 12, 1979

TUESDAY, MARCH 13, 1978

Upon request of any person who s assessed on the Roll, or-his Agent, and upon suf-
ficient cause being shown, the Board of Review can adjust the Assessment on such
property in such a mamer as will in their )udgne\t provide an equitable Assess-
ment. Such Assessment Roll reviewed by said Board of Review shall be the
ASSESSMENT ROLL OF THE CITY OF FARMINGTON FOR THE YEAR 1979,

Please call the City Assessor, Mr. John Sailer, 474-5500, for an appointment if you
wish to review the Assessment against your property, or if you wish to appear
before the Board of Review.

NEDRA VIANE, CITY CLERK

Publish:.
‘Publish: March 1, 1379 February 26 and March 1, 1973

CITY OF FARMINGTON
COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS
February 20, 1979

Any way you cut it...
it’s a snap with

S

THE ROAD TO VALUE, ECONOMY & SAVINGS

A regular meeting of the Farmington City Council was called to order at 8:00 P.M.
Tuesday, February 20, 1979, in the Council Chambers, 23600 Liberty Street, Farm-

|
%

ington, Michigan. (]
‘The Minutes of the previous meeung were approved. a SNAPPER /’Q N
The minutes of other Boards and Commissions were received and/or filed. R T e <

Permission was granted to South Farmington Baseball, Inc. for Annual Parade
May 19, 1979.

They're desi

red 1o get work
jone faster and Lo perfor

Resolution from City of Oak Park was received. - sm PER lillers
City Manager Deadman was authorized to submit the name of a Farmington citizen nvert 1o walking garden
for membershm on the Detroit Water and Sewerage Department Citizens Advisory I ars which can plow. 79 CHAMP
cultivate Of 79 HORIZON

e Tollowing Resolutonswere adopte cctoreyou Stack No. 800, Factary 4144

—Appmvmg lhz expansion of the L‘amrmsmn nn Aging to ten members and buy. compare :‘ T Ordi

ington the quality features - C
—Granting n vaname to the Center Holding Cam;any to continue use of ground of a SNAPPER, IS "y
S 033 G Rver Yo e ©

s competitive with

—Authorizing a Specia) Election for May 8, 1979 and approving the wording of i
‘other quality titlers.

two questions submitted by the Farmington Community Library to be placed on 79 LEBARON

2dr. Stock No. 10055958

‘79 VOLARE 2dr.

Stock No. 504 $ 4643

. . S

the ballot
—Authorizing the trarsfr of funds from the Contingency Fund to the Elections
Account

—Approving Prelimirary Plat for the Tall Pines Subdivision No. 2
—Authorizing amendment to the City's Garbage & Rubbish Collection & Dis-
posal Contract with McCreedy Trucking Cormpany

Council authorized Gity Manager to arrange a dinner meeting with State Represen-
tatives the evening prior to the Annual Legislative Conference in Lansing.
Council received notification of the transfer of SDM License from Antonio G. and
Grace Perez, 30790 Grand River, to Lawrence D. Grattan, with no objections.
Council received pi Local Road Improvement Palk:y and will schedule a
Study session in conjunction with other il:ms ata suitable date.
‘The lollowing reports were received and fil

Department Public Safety Report as of ch:mber. 1978

Cily of Farmington Financial Report - General Fund for the 7 months ended 1-31-

Any way you cut )
wsasnapwitha ShapeRr

79 NEWPORT
Stock No. 406

‘79 CORDOBA

‘6875 Stock No. 701 56925

' PRE-SEASON SALE
IN PROGRESS
Hank's Small Engine

16959 Northville Rd., Northville

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9-6; Sat. 9.5
SALES 349-3860 SERVICE
. e’

[ ||m\|| n,
Plymouth

O:dmnc C-443-79 amending the Taxicab Ordinance was introduced.
‘The following ordinance was adopted:

ORDINANCE NO. C-H2-7%

AMENDMENT NO. 4 TO THE ZONING MAP
CITY OF FARMINGTON, QAKLAND COUNTY, MICHIGAN

142 E. Walled Lake Dr.  624-8600 Walled Lake, Michigan 38088

WHERE YOU ALWAYS GET SERVICE, PRICE AND MORE
OPEN Mon. & Thurs. Til 9 P.M.

ARMSTRONG SUSPENDED
CEILINGS $939

Each
No. 942A Textured 24" x 48"

‘THE CITY OF FARMINGTON ORDAINS:

Add a room, resurface walls or cellings with

SHEETROCK'

Gypsum Panels from United States Gypsum

Section 1: That the temitory lying with the City of Farmington, Oakland County,
Michigan, be rezoned as follows:

TIN, RIE, Section 29, beginning at a point on the E & W 1/4 line distant §88-03-25 E
140 ft. from center of Section, thence S 011114 W 105.48 ft. to the nor-
therly line of Farmington Cut-off, thence N 73-58-00 W 335.08 ft., thence N
O1-11-14 ETG6.2 ft, thence S 83-02:21 E 325 ft., thence § 01-11-14 W 74257
1. to the poire of beginning, and containing 6.01 acres.

S

- - 2CrossTee ... ....... 35¢ Each
FROM: R :)r?eoi‘n:m?;ﬂy Diict, Planned Uit Developmert IN STOCK + Oros Tee 69¢ Each
Sestion 2: Th atacted map showing e proerty alfecte by tis mendment 1wl Moulding.
" made a partof s ordinase irag e property affected by this amendment is %" x 48" x 96" 12 Main Ruaner . .

Section 3: This ordinance shall be kmwn as Amendment No. 4 to the zomng map as

revised May 1, 1976.
This ordinance was introduced at a regular meeting of the Farmington City Council $ 430 JACOBSEN PRE-CUTS
o Febr:nargeir;ﬂ;um pted :ﬁm!&dﬁl Il;: n;n;eg\ll‘alx;emeeung of the 2x4x925/8
Council n days
ATES: Tupper, Bt . v aer SNO-BURST SNOWBLOWER $1.59 Each
T, Bes M‘El’, Hartsoc] .
H&ﬂw”m;:d 1 o% Off Wantto LOSE-OUT 2x4
er CLOSE-
Noctng was st o P upgrade the *
was adjou :50 P . STUDS
FICHARD, L Tuper Mayor Rl Fiberglass insulation 5249’5
er|
—— WSULATION.1n your ' s 5170
IN STOCK h =
ome?
LIVONIA NOVI LOCATION ONLY
BUILDING MATERIALS CO.
12776 Farmington Rd. . of Schoolcraft Ad. WAREHOUSE CLEARANCE

937-0478

421-117¢

BIFOLD DOORS

from s 1 375

{includes Tra:k & Hardware)

n-oo-M
SALE!
ALL PANELING

In Stock & Special Order

' INSULATION [
ENCLOSED

ROCKWOOL BATTS
312" x 15” x 48"

DRYWALL NOwW
AVAILABLE

Put iﬁsulclion in all

the places it can save Damaged Doors & Seconds

1/y 10 1 Wl 9,

oa || e o] SRR RN | | you money. 10% off won $799 e
: %" | 356 FOIL FACED RQLL1§ ,: — ONE WEEK ONLY —February 28th thru March 6, 1979 ; —
. g AN 4" x23" 6 %" x 15
. : 6 12" x 23" — N
|| [ |3 |CALLFOR A QUOTE ) E " BER &
i T i 42780 W. Ten Mite ) 28720 Northwestarn Huy,
H 349-2300 . 3562400
e MONCFRL 8-5 SAT. 8-12 Novi STORE HOURS: Manday-Friday 8 am to 6 pm; Ssturday 8 am to § pm; Sunday 10 am to 3 pm SOUTHFIELD
Y Noui Location: OPEN Friday 8 sm to 8 pm

N



