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LITs budding architects eye

reno_bati‘on of Eight Mile strip

By CRAIG PIECHURA

There's a national trend in architec-
ture “toward redesigning and renovat-
ing rather than rebuilding,” says Rob-
ert Champlin, professor of architecture
at Southfield’s Lawrence Institute of
Technology. . B

In recognition of that fact, Champ-
lin's design students have begun an ur-
ban renovation project to remodel busi-
nesses along the Eight Mile strip from

“THE NUMBERS start to drop off
when people say 'Oh, you mean me.
You're saying I've got to clean up my
act',” Champlin said. “But the fact that
75 percent of the people contacted
would be willing to participate in a re-
novation program encouraged us. We
thought that was super.”

Champlin and city planner Gross say
40 per cent participation in an urban
renovation program that' could cost

Road to Working
with the students are Southfield City
Planner Donald Gross and the city’s
planning commission,

Gross said the students’ survey of

money is an
and significant number.
Gross is so impressed with the LIT
students’ work that he has asked them
to appear before the city’s planning

an along “the
strip” was uncharacteristically well-
received.

Nearly 35 percent responded to the
students’ questionnaire and the data
received was surprisingly candid.
Champlin thinks the students had bet-
ter luck than city planners because

“the business sector is immediately

suspicious of government intervention.

“The city can't get the kind of re-
sponse the students can get because the
students are taking a non-political ap-
proach to the problems.”

Renovation would benefit them and
the city, said 87 percent of the busi-
nesses surveyed.

However, that figure dropped to 40
per cent when students asked the busi-
nessmen if renovation would improve
their building.

March 14 to give their re-
port and show plans and recommenda-
tions for the area.

Students looked into the history of
development on Eight Mile all the way
back to- the Base Line Indian Trail.
Traffic and pedestrian patterns (almost
non-existent today) have been traced;
along with a breakdown of the diverse
land use along the strip.

Everything from old homes, cement
factories and carpet stores co-exist on
the deteriorating main drag.

‘The most encouraging statistic in the
report, according to Champlin, is that

- 75 percent of the respondents said
they'd participate in a subsidized reno-
vation program..

City planner Gross said that because
of the students’ work, he is more confi-
dent that the city council will set aside
a good portion of federal block grant
rehabilitation monies to provide low-

interest business loans to city commer-
cial and industrial residents.

GROSS WILL PUSH for an alloca-
tion of §175,000, he said. The city has
been allocated $571,000 by the federal
government for block grant projects in
fiscal 1979-80.

One LIT architecture student called
the Base Line road revitalization
project an opportunity to do “real work
with real limitations, instead of
dreamy, hypor.heucal busy work.”

" “WE DEFINITELY want fo see
some of our work become a reality,”
said John Barker of Birmingham, a
senior at LIT. “Eight Mile Road right
now is rapidly becoming a slum, We're
trying to help save it, rather than de-
stroy it and try to start all over.”

The students in Barker's class said
they would like to see a more orga-
nized, logical zoning along Eight Mile.

“Industry is leaking down the side
streets,” Barker said. “Industry is de-
veloping farther and farther back into
old, residential neighborhoods. The city
has got to develop a system to stop
that.”

The students recommend rezoning
some residential blocks to industrial
parks that share a common use and are
separated from homes by greenbelts
and berms,

“There's a very hard edge between
commercial stores, industries and resi-
dential property right now,” said Brad
Borkowski.

While none of the students expect
Eight Mile to become a showplace
overnight, Borkowski said renovation
could be phased in gradually and civic
improvements tend to snowball
through peer pressure.

“You start with one block and two-
block strips,” said Barkowski.

Both Barkowski and Barker work
part-time for architectural firms in the
area. They call the on-the-job experi-
ence invaluable. Barkowski works for
Harley, Ellington, Pierce, Yee & Asso-
ciates of Southfield, while Barker is
employed by Peter Else & Assoc. of
Birmingham.

Fran Little, another LIT student on
the Eight Mile project, works for the
building division of General Motors.

She said as an architect, it is her re-
sponsibility to work first with people,
ot materials.

. “We would hope our work has appli-
cation to the quote, ‘real world",” said
Ms. Little. “We'd like to see this kind of
thing done.”

Her classmate, Barker, says there is
the theoretical approach to architec-
ture, where megastructures abound
and money is no object and the practi-
cal side to architecture—learned at the
office.

“At the job, you design with the price
scale in the catalogue right in front of
you,” Barker said.

“They just look at you-funny when
you tell them what you learned in
school,” said Ms. Little.

Grand River building project

boosts Farmington economy

The southwest corner of the Farm-
ington area got an economic shot in the
arm this year with a massive $4.62 mil-
lion building project which will employ
200 persons.

Included in the project are a car
dealership, two restaurants, an office
and a warehouse,

A 109-reom Red Roof Inn is another
of the busil to be on

The largest single development of

the area will be the $1.8 million motel,
ing to Don Wallace,
for the 34-motel chain.

“It will be a reasonably priced
motel,” he said. “We're looking for-
ward to opening this one.” .

‘The inn will consist of two buildings,
56 and 53 units set side by side, but
on the 2.75 acre site. A cut-

the project site on Grand River, just
west of the old I-96 expressway.

The new motel will be built north of
Grand River just before it intersects
Ten Mile, in the new Sinacola Industri-
al Park, .

In the development, a new Mountain

" Jack’s restaurant has been constructed
while a new headquarters for Dynamic
Construction Co., 2 Detroit firm also
was built.

Also under construction is a seven-
building personal storage area by No-
lan Brothers, a Minneapolis business.

Just west of the industrial park, Bob
Sellers Pontiac dealership also made
its entrance into town. Acress Grand
River, a developer awaited a construc-
ton permit for a new Bonanza Sirloin
Pit restaurant.

Except for the Bonanza restaurant,
2ll the businesses will be north of the
stretch of Grand River already crowd-
ed with a Holiday Inn-and the still-
growing Farmington Freeway Indus-
trial Park to the south.

rate motel operation with the philoso-
phy of providing inexpensive lodging, it
won't include either a swimming pool
or restaurant.

About 20 persons will be employed
full-time at the new motel, the fourth
in the greater Detroit area.

The chain has a better than 95 per-
cent eccupancy rate in its 11 Michigan
motels. All are located on interstate
routes.

Wallace said the company picked the
site because of its easy accessibility to
the old I-96 expressway and the heavy
traffic on Grand River. The site is also
just off the terminus of [-275.

Although the company opened a sim-
ilar motel in Plymouth about two years
ago, Wallace said the company isn't
worried about saturating the market.

Across newly-paved Sinacola Drive
is the Mountain Jack restaurant.

The $500,000 restaurant is owned by
Foodmaker Inc. The building has
88,000 square feet and is located on a
two acre site,

Clint Keller, a spokesman for Food-
maker, said the restaurant will employ
about 150 persons. Primarily a steak
and seafood restaurant, the business
won't serve breakfasts.

Another Mountain Jack is located in
Troy.

Residents who néed extra space for
storage will be able to take advantage
of the mini-warehouses on the north-
ernmost portion of Sinacola Industrial
Park.

Seven storage buildings, which will
be divided into a number of separate
units, are planned for the five-acre site,
owned by Nolan Brothers. The ware-
house buildings have a total value of
more than $500,000.

Moving from Detroit is the Dynamic
Construction Co., which has a $100,000
office warehouse building planned for
the industrial park.

“We wanted something close to the
expressways and we wanted a relative-
ly new and growing community,” said
Andrew Kowal, owner and president of
Dynamic Construction.

Kowal said the firm may use part of
the rear warehouse space for preas-
sembly of construction components and
rent out the rest of the space.

Dynamic Construction is a general
contracting business. It has done reno-
vation work at Tiger Stadium.

Bob Sellers Pontiac moved into the

Hills from its old site on Grand River
near Telegraph. The new $1.5 million
facility is on a 7.75 acre site.

The new Bonanza is valued at about
$300,000 and is on 2 one and one half
acresite.

Save Mart
chain opens
in this area

An updated version of the neighbor-
hood grocery store concept is being put
into effect by Ashland Petroleurn Com-
pany, which is offering convenience
merchandise and gasoline at some of
its stations..

One of the stations is at 28451 Ford
Road in Garden City.

‘The new Save Mart outlets provide
gasoline, convenience foods, motor oil,
automotive supplies and other common

goods.

The Save Mart chain, according to
‘William R. Davis, vice president for re-
tail marketing for Ashland, has been
successful throughout the eastern Unit-
ed States.
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A division of PB!, Nobel's Suburban Shop pro-
vides on-the-job training for Fashion Secretarial
and Fashion Merchandising students. A full line
of name brand ladies sportswear is carried and
students participate in the tatal management of
the store from buying, checking In, inventory

 Noble’s Suburban

Commerce.
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After six terms, students graduate with an
Associate’s Degree in Secretarial Science or,

- Suburban Shop

34801 Grand River
In the World Wide Center
Farfnington

display to

Noble’s

- PBI

A PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL OF BUSI-
NESS TRAINING FOR HIGH SCHOOL
AND COLLEGE GRADUATES

emy
strate

- Service is available also.

Farmington

476-2340

The concentrated educational programs at PBI are geared
to prepare students in the least time possible for gainful
employment in business. Individualized instruction is
phasized. {n business it is uniquely possible to demon-
skill and ability to excellent advantage. Business
“employment is associated with the better social contacts,
prestige, and pleasant sumoundings.

Slmgnts are trained and receive Associate Degrees in Sec-

retaria) (Executive, Medical and Legal), Business, Account-
ing, Bookkeeping, and Fashion Retalling. Free placement

Spring term begins April 23rd. Call now for class
imes.

Ponfiac Business
“Institute-Farmington |

. 34801 Grand River
In the World Wide Center

"

476-3145

FRVGREDD wry

Since 1975,
we've
worshiped

the very
‘ground you've
‘shopped on.

We're proud our
roots lie in Oakland
county. We admire the
progress this community
has made in the
past to insure that
your every need be filled.

That's why, when
the Evergreen Plaza first
planted its seeds in 1975,
we knew it would
grow into the thriving
shopping center it is
today.

Our charming
atmosphere offers a
wide selection of shops
always ready to
serve you. Come see
why tomorrow looks

so Evergreen today. . .
at the plaza.

A

PIAZA

12 Mile and Evergreen

FoOoD FASHION
Dexter-Davison Meats Evergreen for Men
Great Scott Hadleys

ltalian Pizza Boy
Kwangs Carry Out
New York Bagel
Pickle Barre! Deli
Ranier Pastry

Lilly's Young Fashions
Mazer's Shoes

Shoes by Alex

Smart Set

Sanders GIFTS -
— A
HOME & OFFICE - Gifts of Nature .

Jan's Hallmark Shop
Solid Gold-
House of Watchbands

Maple Office & Supply
Plaza Gallery & Frames

SERVICES :

Michigan National Bank
Moore's Shoe Repair

Sallen Optical Studio

Sentry Drugs .

Somerset Cleaners

Travel One

Trend Setters - Beauty Salon

LEISURE TIME

Dickens Den - Book Store
Love and Sports

Music Stand

Music Stop

Foto Mat/Quarry Camera
Rollins Dance Wear




