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Those elusive numbers

Lure of instant:money bucks up state lottery

By CJ.RISAK

Instant millionaires,

That's the hope behind every lottery
ticket — that it might be the lucky one
that will bring a small foruane to the
holder.

Never mind the astronomical odds
against it happening. It might. And
that's good enough for any gambler.

The Michigan Lottery got its start on
Nov. 13, 1972, when the first ticket was
sold. Since then, the state has peddled
more than $1 billion worth of tickets.

Over half a billion dollars
($563,372,000 to be exact) has been re-
turned in prizes, while an almost equal
amount ($549,253,156) has been added
to the state’s general fund.

That was the big selling point when
the public voted it in by a two-to-one
margin in 1972. .

“If we didn’t have the lottery, the av-
erage increase per tax return filed in
the state would be $47,” said Roger
Clough, spokesman for the state lottery
office,

So why not risk that $47 on the off
chance that it might make a million?
Especially since the alternative is los-
ing it in taxes. -

The catch behind the Michigan Lot-

tery is the same as it is in any betting
scheme. The house can’t lose. The state
is always going to come out ahead as
long as people are convinced the more
tickets they buy, the lower their taxes
will be.

BUT THE LOTTERY is not without
its problems. One might be trying to
convince store owners to sell tickets
and to cash in the winners. But that has
proved to be no problem in recent
years in Southfield.

“It's no problem,” said Doug Graat,
manager of the Cold Spot party store
on Evergreen in Southfield. “In fact, it
helps generate business. People come
in to buy tickets and purchase other
things as well.”

Nancy Lutfy, who works at the Clo-
verleaf Market on Telegraph and 12
Mile, echoed Graat’s feelings.

“The daily game helps us,” Lutfy
said. “Not everyone has it, so people
stop by to buy them.

“It's exciting to watch, too. People
scratching them off (the surfaces of the
Instant Game cards), trading them in.
We had a $10,000 winner here a couple
of years ago, and he still stops by every
once in a while.”

But while the lottery generates busi-

ness for smaller stores, grocers have a
different outlook. People seldom walk
into a grocery store just to buy a lot-
tery ticket.

“Ilook at it as a way to pick up a six
percent profit (all lottery ticket agents
receive six percent of amount earned
from tickets they have sold),” said Al
Slonim, manager of the Great Scott at
12 Mile and Evergreen.

“Our cashiers handle it as a part of
their regular work load, so there is no
extra cost for us. It's straight profit.”

FINDING SELLERS IS no problem.
But finding buyers could be, if the
game becomes boring.

Loss of popularity is the big fear of
the lottery commission. They battle
that with new games, hoping to keep
their customers’ interest and possibly
attract a few more to spend their mon-
ey.

In the beginning, there was only one
lottery game. It was a simple numbers
contest, with weekly drawings that
could lead up to the big money. The fa-
ther of all lottery games is still in ef-
fect and is now called Michigame.

But its popularity has dropped off
considerably in the face of competition
from its offspring. It now makes up

only 10 percent of the total of lottery
tickets sold.

The second generation in the lottery
family is the Instant Games. It remains
the most popular of the group, with 49
percent of all tickets sold belonging to
one of a series of no-waiting money-
winners.

The appeal of the Instant Games lies
in their variety, quickness, and number
of payoffs. Last year, six games were
offered at different times. All offered
the no-waiting approach: Just rub off
the front of the card and see if you won.

The number of prizes also helped its
popularity, with winners getting any-
thing from a free card to $10,000 and a
shot at a million.

THE NEWEST ADDITION to the
family is a throwback to his grandfa-
ther. It, too, is a numbers game, called
the Daily. But, while it may seem simi-
lar to Michigame, it really is much
more sophisticated.

The Daily operates through a com-
puter that will give the bettor any corn-
bination of numbers he wishes to play.
If the number is drawn at the end of
the day, he or she wins.

There are a number of different
ways to play the Daily. The wager may
be anywhere from 50 cents to $6, and it
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can be made in any one of ’t.hree ways:

Straight, three-way, or box.
The attraction is simple —

the skilled bettor by making the game
complicated. How do I bet? How

much? Do I box it or play it straight?
Payolfs come at the end of every day
but Sunday. Last year, the biggest
winner came on June 20, when the
number 222 was worth $620,250.
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meet people...go places...do things

29540 Southfield Rd.
Suite 100A
Southfield, Michigan
48076(313, 559-5820
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Smiley Brothers B
A TRUSTED NAME IN MYSIC
The finest keyboard products available!

« Baldwin pianos & organs

« Hammond & Allen organs

« Marantz-Pianocorder “memory" pianos

« Young Chang grands & consoles

« Sahathil hampsit -

« Select used instruments

Birmingham at 1010 N. Hunter, Mi 7 -1177
. Als0, Delroit & Dearborn
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CRITCHFIELD MEMORIAL CONCERT
The Kenneth Jewell Chorale

First Baptist Church
300 Willits
Birmingham, Michigan
Friday, March_ 16, 1979

++ +108 - Jcredi .+ 111Lab- 2 credits
Organic Chemistry Courses:
8 P M ** 225-4credils.. 1 semester course)
BLLLEY + 227 - Jcredits.. .+ 228 Lab- 2credits
B N . ++ 229-3credils
[¥ is Invited Free

CASH

For
JEWELRY

diamonds antiques

Cash For Your Diamonds and Fine Jewelry.
We also purchase Antigue Jewelry, All sales

in Strice Confidence.

@ Fredrick Jewelers

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
869 West Long Lake Road

at Telegraph 646-0973

Calch Up Or Get Anead In
CHEMISTRY

For Premedical, Predental and Other Programs.

General Chemistry Courses:
+++105- 4 credi
+4+107 - 3ered:

Preparation for 107, if needed
-+ 110Lab- 1 crecit

SABLE’S

OFFICE FURNITURE

3 DAYS ONLY!
MARCH 15,16,17
25% 40% 60% OFF!

lamps ¢ tables
desks * sofas ¢ files
in fact - everything
on the fioor!

SABLE'S OFFICE FURNITURE

14000 W. Seven Mile Road

Frofessional’ Feyboard

INVITES YOU
TO BOOTH G18
AT THE

BUILDERS HOME FURNITURE
& FLOWER SHOW

COBO HALL-MARCH 17 thra 25|
IN CELEBRATION

WE BRING YOU OUR
FIRST GREAT ANNUAL

.SHOW SALE

L of all

[T ©YAMAHA

PIANO & ORGANS
COME TO THE SHOW OR THE STORE
FOR THE SAME COURTEOUS SERVICE
DAILY 10-9; SAT. 10-6
rofessional Keyboard

43307 VAN DYKE, STEARLING HEIGHTS

\ 739-8500 o4
m. DAILY 10-9; SAT. 10-6; SUN. 1-5 ‘
Ld .
o . )

* 334 Lab - 1eredit
344Lab- 2credits

Fered

SUNMER PROGRAM  Tamieee
UNVERSITY OF DETROIT *° 3 g
(313) 927-1258 ety
T Ane 25-Aug 3

custom-made
draperies

on Fabrics

» Siying with imagination
ble

e « Sensie prices
Labor Special M mm"bmu
$550 per panel * Direct milf buying

Custom WOVEN

CONCORD
ROYAL CREST

VERTICAL BLINDS |
Aluminum & Decorator Shades

HORIZONTAL 1" BLINDS
60 Decorator Colors

“BALI”

Designer Blinds

RAPERY BOUTIQUE COUPON

I

|

o/ OFF ALL |
o

5% Wallpaperi

|

|
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o Freight Additional

Any: Book-Any Group in our Library
i No Charges Accepted

Offer Explres March 31, 1979

Thensures, Save [/3

THE COST OF NEW FURNITURE

WINTER SALE SAVINGS!
Let us restore your heitdoms ... re-style favorite
pieces. All work completed in our own shop. Crafts-
manship and materials are superior. Choose from
hundreds of smart new decorator fabrics in traditional
and contemporary patierns.
Call for Free Estimate ... 642-0480
Decorators to assist you!
VAN Interiors and Upholstery Co.
\

! . We honor Master Charge and Vesa

14TOP

KINGSMEN

HINSON

GOSPEL SINGING
SPECTACULAR

HAPPY GOODMAN FAMILY TEDD!
BLACKWOOD BROTHERS

. THRASHER BROTHERS

CCATHEDRAL QUARTET

HOVIE LISTER HEMPHILLS

and the STATESMEN DOUG ODEM
DON BUTLER

PONTIAC SILVERDOME
SUNDAY, MARCH 25, 1979 - 1:00pm
MINI-DOME arrangement for best sound and visibility
4r000 seating capacity. All seafs reserved.

$5-57-59 and special family section seats ot $3each.
Tickets available ot J.LHudson's and Pontiac Silverdome.

GOSPEL GROUPS

'Y HUFFMAN
and the GEMS
DIXIE ECHOES
SCENIC LAND BOYS
‘WENDY BAGWELL
and the SUNLITERS

Phone 476-7272
-
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Just in time
for your
Spring Spruce-Up!
Carpet searitu
as all outdoors!

seasitively styled, sensibly priced floor fabrics
welcoming the important return of “the naturals”
in home furnishing colors...the mossy green/the
wet pewter/peppered granite rocks...the crusty
browns/burnt orange of the forest floor...Welcome
back *‘the naturals” in carpet color.

Stardem

An exquisitely deep texture of Trevira Star poly

ester yarn in 17 quasar-bright 1

Dark Secret

A dassic Saxony plush featuring unusually crisp
yarn definition. Autoclave heat-set 100% nylon.

Miraliste

28 rich warm colors with an
character make this quietly stat
an outstanding buy.

Avanti

A fine denier plush texture you'l fove to touch.

Delicately styled in an array

~ shades.

Shadow Waltz

21 contemporary calors in a

Logg wearing with beauty and luxury.

Credo

A velvety smooth plush texture of premium
Quality nylon yarns in 21 gracious tones.

Don't miss this seldom seen

Cholce at very important savings, Listed are just a few of the many patterns

fow sala priced, Call oéd comein

now $14.95
Sq. Yd.

tones.

now $9.95
Sg. Yd.
now $11.95
overall luxurious Sq. Yd.

ted plush texturp
now $15.95
of high fashion Sa. Yd.
now $15.95
heavy tight twist. Sq. Yd.

now $18.95
Sq. Yd.

opportunity to purchase qualiy carpet of i{our

beinstalied p
Budget terms of course!

Ray Inter ior s M‘C"'Sﬂn‘shrsxDrexememage%sxova 2

33300 Slocum Drive, Farmington (2 blks. S. of Grand River off Farmington Rd.)

Monday, Thu

soon, as this event ends March 31st, Your final
ly i f our own staff,

i voy

rsday, Friday till 9 P.M.

Cliaxmeis

ilasade

Curb@ddn. ..




