They spin and weave a story

Norma Bracke loves old-time mate-
rials and spins and weaves her own,

“I'd start with the sheep, but they
[n.:;zn on sheep-raising in Livonia,” she
said.

June Finnegan is primarily a
weaver. Right now, she likes to turn out
miniatures of the colonial overshot
coverlets,

Carole Ashley started with history
and went on to historical methods of
making clothing.

All three wound up as part of a spe-
cial exhibit that will continue through
this week in the Henry Ford Museum,
Greenfield Village, Dearborn.

P
Carole
of flax.

In the step-by-step series that make
up the Warp'and Weft exhibit, they are
helping demonstrate the various pro-
cesses their ancestors used to make the
warm clothing needed in the northern
territory they chose to settle.

They are among a couple dozen met-

ropolitan area women, mostly mem- .

bers of craft guilds, who are bringing
the old processes up to date by giving
visitors a chance to try some of them.

“THE CHILDREN who visit — and
their parents too — can learn; at this
exhibit by touching and trying instead
of just watching,” said Gina Thompson,

who coordinated Warp and Weft for the
Henry for Museum.

“We do start with the sheep, and
there are pieces of wool for the young-
sters to touch. Then they are shown
how the wool is carded, its's fibers
straightened for spinning.”

Two kinds of spinning are demon-
strated. Visitors can watch and then
try using the very old-time hand spin-
dle. There also are several samples of
the more recent invention, the soinning
wheel, which works a lot faster in turn-
ing out fiber.

A separate table tells the story of
dyeing. A vat of dye is tended to pro-
duce newly-colored wool yarn, and
there are samples of the natural mate-
rials that pioneer women used to color
their wool.

‘Then come the looms, ranging in size
from the granddaddy four-harness
hand leom — “it isn't working really
well right now but we still wanted to
show it,” Mrs. Finnegan said-to the lit-
tle looms lined up for small visitors to
operate.

Along with the exhibits on turning
sheep’s wool to wool fabric, there are
some that depict the transformation of
flax to linen.

Featured there are spiked hackles in
three sizes that straighten the flax fi-
bers as they are pulled thrrough. There
is also a different kind of spinning
whee! that utilizes water as the thread
goes through.

“Flax contains a lot of gluten,” ex-
plained Carole Ashley, “and using the
water helps glue the fiber together.”

MRS. ASHLEY said she has been
working at the museum for several
months and is beginning to feel a bit
more proficient in operating the devic-
es that make cloth.

But the interest in old methods for
producing fabric began for Mrs. Ashley
before her museum employment.

“My husband, Edgar, and I started

going to a living history group in West-
land,” she said, “and that led us to
researching costumes. We wanted to
find out how the different parts of
people’s clothing were made.”

For Mrs. Bracke, a consuming inter-
est in material manufacture began
with a course in weaving and macrame
at Schoolcraft College about seven
years ago.

She now belongs to the Michigan
Handspinners, the Town and Country
Handweavars and the Mill Race
Weavers, and she spends a lot of her
waking hours on her creations.

“Members of my family are well
supplied with things I have made,” she
said. “In fact, my daughter just sent me
a picture of my new grandson, propped
against one of my pillows.”

MRS. FINNEGAN took some classes
in weaving at Greenfield Village eight
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years ago and since then has allied her-
self with the Michigan League of
Handweavers, one of the oldest such
groups in this area, and an all-out devo-
tion to weaving.

She taught a little of the art to Girl
Scouts in the troop she used to lead, and
still works with the Huron Valley Girl
Scout Council in conducting weaving
classes for scouts.

The colonial overshots she now en-
joys are the patterns, now to be found
on books on the subject, used for cover-
lets by women of a century or two ago.

I make.them as miniatures,” she
said, “and it’s most interesting to work
out the patterns and try creating varia-
tions. With all the current interest in
miniatures, I may sometime try selling
some of my overshots as dollhouse
quilts. I think there might be quite a
market.”
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Hackles in three sizes are used
by Jill Nichols to prepare the flax
fibers for spinning. She starts with
the largest set and' progresses to
the smallest.
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Parade of
{dea Homes
and More!

Modernization
displays and
demonstrations
galore!

Acres of
flowing gardens
and beautiful
flowers!

Everything
that's new for
your Iife style!

Fun for
the whale family!

We've got it all!

Catcha touch of the
«Qld Blamey” with

ST. PATRICK’S DAY FUN

professional Irish dancers. -

WIN $20,000

Estimate how many nalis in d
the "House of Nalls” displayed -
in the NBD/Parade garden.
You could win $20,000.

Wall System

2 ;
Scan Design wants to introduce you to the beauty and quality of our
Scandinavian wall systems. So for the month of March. we've red tagged our wall
hung and free standing wall systems, making them more affordable than ever.
Each system offers interchangeable sections, allowing complete adaptibility into
any contemporary setting. There are glass doors. desk units, open or closed book cases,
record dividers or lighted panels to choose from. Our D80Q0, featured here, meaqsures 74%”
high x 120'%" wide x 20" deep and is available in teak, oak/brown and mahogony.
This high quality wall system offers flexibility and the solution to your individual needs,
Our D8O0O is regularly priced at $1315.00 and in March is Red Tagged at $898:00.
Look for other Red Tag Specials throughout our stores.

Including this replica
of areal show boat!
See this 60 foot hand
crafted Mississipp!
River show boat,
designed and built by
John Zwiefel.

OPENS SATURDAY

COBOHALL
MARCHI17-25

HOURS:

Saturdays and weekdays, 1 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Sunday, March 18,10 a.m. to 11 p.m.
Sunday, March 25,70 a.m. to 9 p.m.

brasch interiors, inc.

Troy

1061 E. Long Lake Road
Troy. Ml 48098
528-9050

West Bloomfield

3325 Orchard Lake Road
Keego Harbor, M1 48033
626-0031 . .

Store Hours: Mon., Thurs., Fri. 10:00-9:00. Tues., Sat. 10:00-5:30. Sunday 12:00-5.00. Closed Wednesday.
\ . |




