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2 Southfield swimmers earn trip to state meet

By TOM BAER

Now that the league meets are over,
the swimming season has ended for all
but a couple of Southfield high school
tankers — Southfield High's Todd Av-
ery and Southfield-Lathrup'’s John Rob-
erts,

Avery and Roberts, bo™a juniors,
have qualified for the Class A state
finals Friday,and Saturday (March 16-
17) at Michigan State University.

Avery, who has qualified for the
state meet in the 50-yard freestyle and
the 100-yard backstroke, turned in out-
standing times in both those events last
week at the Southeastern Michigan As-
sociation conference meet at Royal
Oak Kimball High.

He won the 50 free with a :22.4 clock-
ing, and finished second -in the back-
stroke with a time of :57.0, breaking a
league record.

“The 50 is an iffy race, but if Todd
can go :22.4 again I think that'll score
him at state,” said Southfield coach
Bob Harding. "This week we've had
him on kind of a maintenance program.
It doesn't involve a lot of work, but we
want to keep him emotionally up for
the state meet.”

Southfield finished next to last in the
SMA league meet with 151 team points.
But the final league standings, which
take into account league dval meets,
showed Southfield and Berkley tied for
third behind Birmingham Seaholm and
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HARDING PRAISED his swimmers
for their efforts in the league meet.

“We had something like 85 per cent
lifetime bests in'the preliminaries,” he
said. “They were drapping (times) like
crazy. There's a lot of spirit on this
team. People who have seen us swim
have remarked that we're really to-
gether — we're a team. And that’s not
always the case with swimmers.”

Southfield’s 200-yard medley realy
{Avery, Ken Lynchey, Mark Albrant
and Bob Shrosbree) finished third in the
league meet with a time of 1:46.2. An-
other Blue Jay tanker, Ralf Brooks,
took third in the 200 individual medley

with a 2:11.1 effort.

Lynchey, a freshman, finished sixth
in the 100 breaststroke, and the Jays’
400 free relay (Dave Dock, Pete Hein-
rick, Brooks and Lance Gorney) fin-
ished sixth in 3:37.6.

Seaholm, the perennial SMA champi-
on, won again with a perfect dual-meet
record and 394 points in the league
meet. Runner up Ferndale had 184
points, Kimball had 181, Berkley 180
and Hazel Park 113.

Seaholm’s Dave Hoisington won two
events, the IM (2:02.6, a league record)
and the 100 freestyle (:49.6). Matt Mar-
tin of Berkley set a record in the 500
free (4:535) and won the 200 free
(1:48.5). Seven records were smashed in
the meet.

Sorrows girls
win CYO crown

Farmington Our Lady of Sorrows
claimed its second-straight Catholic
Youth Organization eighth-grade girls'
basketball championship last Sunday
by beating Harper Woods Queen Of

an earlier regional contest.

The Farmington squad gained the
CYO West Side championship thanks to
its 16-14 win over previously-unbeaten
Detroit SS Peter and Paul last Friday.

LATHRUP’S ROBERTS, who quali-
fied for state in the 50 with a time of
:22.7, finished second in that event by
going :22.9 in the Metro Suburban Asso- «
ciation conference meet last week at
Birmingham Groves. Roberts’s swim
'was the best of the meet for Lathrup.

“We had some swims that weren't
really that bad,” said Lathrup coach
Pete Biglin, “especially from some of
our younger kids.”

Biglin praised freshman Paul Vin-
cent, who finished eighth in the

breaststroke (1:12.8) and 12th in the 500

Groves won its sixth-straight MSA
title, scoring 453 points in the league
meet. Lathrup was second with 162,
Rochester Adams had 160, Troy Athens.
132, Royal Oak Dondero 117, and
Bloomfield Hills Lahser 97.

Groves' Scott Tyler established a
school and varsity record in the 500
free with a time of 4:34.14, and also
logged a league record in the 200 free |
with a 1:43.7 clocking. Groves diver
Reynaldo Castro, a foreign-exchange
student from the Dominican Republic,
set a league standard in diving with

free (5:42.5).
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