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Area reps split on coyote bounty

: By MICHAEL MATUSZEWSKI

There are no coyotes in western
Wayne and Oakland Counties, and sorne
state representative want it to stay
that way.

State Rep. Dominic Jacobetti, D-
Negaunee, and his Upper Peninsula al-
lies who turned back an attempt to
repeal the $15-a-head coyote bounty
last week picked up some support from
suburban representatives.

State Reps. John Bennett, D-Red-
ford; Jack Kirksey, R-Livonia; Robert
Law, R-Livonia; Wilbur Brotherton, R-
Farmington; and Richard Fessler, R-
Union Lake voted to continue the con-
troversial bounty.

Area representatives voting to dis-
continue the bounty were: Thomas
Brown, D-Westland; William Keith, D-
Garden City; Roy Smith, R-Ypsilanti;

James Defebaugh, R-Birmingham;
Ruth McNamee, R-Birmingham; and
Sal Rocca, D-Sterling Heights.

THE COYOTE bounty question is an
annual affair in the Michigan Legisla-
ture. In years past, however, State Sen.
Joseph Mack, D-Ironwood, then-chair-
man of the senate conservation com-
mittee, let the bill die.

With a less-influential Mack hospi-
talized, recovering from open-heart
surgery, hoerver, one version of the bill
discontinuing the bounty was approved
in the house. That's when Jacobetti, the

chairman, !oorkrcommand of the show.
With a grand display of lebbying and
theatrics, which reached its high point
when he jammed a stuffed fawn be-
tween the bared fangs of a stuffed coy-
ote, Jacobetti turned the vote around.

Banty: Wel;'are
by the gunshot

By LEM MESEE
Qutdoors writer

My pal C.0. Jones and I were taking
the youngsters fishing on an Upper
Peninsula river one day at dusk. Across

or starving deer will fall prey to the
coyote.

COYOTES ARE actually doing well
in the face of civilization.
Wolves have been wiped out almost.

Many observers credited the turna-
round more to his position on the ap-
propriations committee than to his
melodramatic display. Brotherton said
some legislators “wanted to gain points
with Jacobetti.””

AREA LEGISLATORS, however,
said Jacobetti's control over the state’s
purse strings was not a factor in deter-
mining their votes.

Brotherton, who previously opposed
the bounty, said he “got disgusted with
the whole thing” and decided to support
the bounty this time around.

“When you don't have a real strong
feeling about a piece of legislation,”
the Farmington lawmaker said, “you
figure, ‘What the heck, I'll vote for it."
You do that hoping that maybe some-
day he'll do the same thing for one of
your bills.”

Besides, he said, “It really doesn’t
cost the state that much — under
$20,000 a year. Not that many people
collect the bounty. Those that hunt the
coyotes would probably sell the pelts
on the open market.

“You can up to $60 per pelt in the fur
market, so why would somebody bother
to turn a pelt in to DNR (Department
of Natural Resources) for $15 or $207”
hesaid.

“I thought the people from the Upper
Peninsula presented some pretty valid

arguments. It's a problem that only af-
fects the Upper Peninsula, and every
representative from the Upper Penin-
sula opposed the repeal.

“Let’s face it,” he added, “the coyote
bounty doesn’t make a hell of a lot of
difference in Oakland County.”

ANOTHER BOUNTY supporter,
Kirksey, likewise discounted Jacobet-
ti's appropriations influence.

Kirksey, who has consistently backed
the bounty, cited two factors for his
support.

First, he said, the Upper Peninsula's
ecological balance is not being dam-
aged by the bounty. Second, large num-
bers of skunks are mistaken for coyotes
and killed. Because bird eggs are an in-
tegral part of a skunk's diet, Kirksey
said, the coyote bounty was unwittingly
helping to maintain the UP’s bird popu-
lation.

Redford's Bennett supported the coy-
aote bounty for different reasons. The
bill upen which the house recently re-
versed itself was a senate version. That
version would have eliminated bounties
on sparrows, starlings and rats.

“I didn’t vote to keep the bounty on
coyotes,” Bennett said. “I voted to keep
the bounty on rats.

“I'm interested in eradicating rats in
Detroit and other cities not
coyotes,” he added.
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the road ahead of us raced a small,
reddish animal.

“A fox!" shouted an 11-year-old.

Not quite, answered C.0., our wild-
life expert. It was bigger than a fox,
not quite as red — in fact, almost blond
on the sides.

We had spotted a coyote, the relative
of the dog and the wolf who is causing
such a fuss in the Michigan Legislature
over bounties.

To understand the coyote bounty
debate, you have to remember that the
UP has had a depressed economy since
the copper mines ran out and the iron
mines ran low. The jobs simply aren't
there. As long as I can remember, the
UP never has had less than 12 percent
unemployment, and the closing of Kin-
ross Air Force Base didn't help.

‘There are probably 50 or fewer in the
entire state, the biggest group on Isle
Royale,

Coyotes are around by the thousands.
‘The deer herd has actually increased
with the advent of farming because
deer can’t browse in deep forests, and
the same is true of the coyote.

Coyotes you don’t want around if you
have livestock. But in the wilds, the
coyote is just part of God's nature, liv-
ing off prolific small animals.

Predator animals rarely try to bring
down a deer in warm weather. There's
no need. Rodents are plentiful, and
deer are healthy. In cold weather, pre-
dators bring down deer that will proba-
bly die anyway.
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THE MICHIGAN Audubon Society
will observe its 75th anniversary at its
annual meeting will be March 23-25 at
Oakland Center of Oakland University,
Rochester. .

On Friday evening, a panel including
State Rep. Alice Tomboulian, D-Oak-
land, will answer pre-submitted ques-
tions on land use, wetlands, energy and
toxic wastes.

‘The Auduboners will have a choice of
15 field trips Friday afternoon and Sat-
urday morning. Sixteen concurrent
speakers on a variety of scientific and
environmental topics will be on tap lat-
er Saturday. Topics will range from
stinging insects and land reclamation
to turtles and uncommon birds.

You don't have to be a member. Con-
tact Jim Hillauer at 338 North Hill Cir-
cle, Rochester 48063 for registration
information. Send him a stamped, self-
addressed, long envelope.

YET THE PEOPLE don't want to
leave. The UP is more than a place to
Tive; it’s a way of life.

The legislators take care of their
constituents by finding ways for the
state to pay them money. One of those
ways is the coyote bounty — $15 for a
male, $20 for the female.  ©

‘The social usefulness of such a boun-
ty depends on your point of view. On
one hand, you could say it's better for
the state to pay bounties on wild redd-
ish dogs than to pay welfare; that boun-
ties are more dignified and less emas-
culating than the dole.

On the other hand, what's so bright
about paying grown men to kill a wild
animal whose harm to the ecosystem is
minimal?

The coyote rarely, if ever, kills a
deer, C.0. told us around the campfire
later that night. The coyote, like the
wolf, eats mice, rats, ground squirrels,
birds. A deer is too big a meal for him.

Besides, when you think of it logical-
1y, a coyote or a wolf can’t run down a
healthy deer, even a fawn. If they
could, coyotes and wolves would have
wiped out the deer a thousand years
ago. Only an unhealthy deer or an aged
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WCXI1 MAY BE YOUR
TICKET TO THE STARS.

Country listeners, here's your
i| chance to attend the
Country Music Spectac-

vlar Saturday, March 24,
ot the Pontiac Silverdome.
From now until March 17,
WCXI will be giving away

o free tickets to the concert
every hour from 6 a.m.
i until midnight. So tune
1o WCXI. That's Radio
11 on your AM dial. Be-
cause it just might be
your ticket to the stars.

THE SECOND of a four-part series
on nature photography will be conduct-
ed at the nature center of Stony Creek
Metropark, north of Rochester, at 2'
p.m. Sunday, March 18.

Leo Lawson, president of Eastpointe
Photographic  Society, will present
“The Many Ways to Go Close Up.” -
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DINE TO THE MUSIC.
PLAY TO THE MUSIC.
SHOP TO THE MUSIC.
TALK TO THE MUSIC.
DRIVE TO THE MUSIC.
WALK TO THE MUSIC.
WORK TO THE MUSIC.
RELAX TO THE MUSIC.
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Call in any pattern from any book.
ON IN LIVONIA CALL 522-9270 .
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We can help. We'll give you a free copy
of the Mayflower Moving Kit. It's as com-
plete a guidebook as you'll find on the
subject.

Did you know moving is tax-
deductible? Know how to inventory your
household goods? Never mind. The
Moving Kit includes all that and more.
Even change-of-address cards.

Let us help you before moving day.
For your Kit, just call your nearest
Mayflower agent.

IN DETROIT CALL 564-5210
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