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KITCH

A kitchen designed
for the handicapped

the counter, extensive countertop lighting, and lim-
ited base cabinets, so a wheelchair can roll up to the
counters—including the sink area.

Kitchen for the handicapped—According to its
- designer, Bill Ketcham, CKD, General Electric’s
Kitchen Designer Manager, major features of kitchen
include installation of control switches at the front of

One of the nation’s leading appliance
manufacturers has designed a
“'kitchen for the handicapped,” formu-
lated with the needs of the ambulato-
rily and visually handicapped in mind.

William J. Ketcham, CKD, kitchen
design manager for General Electric
and designer of the kitchen, feels the
cancept of the kitchen is very timely,
as the word ‘handicapped’ today is
much more ali-encompassing.

The public is becoming more aware
of the handicaps imposed by birth
defects and such crippling diseases as
polio and muitiple sclerosis. Moreover,
more than two million persons are
blind or visually handicapped.

Advances in medical science are
helping to keep people alive longer,
and the natural increase in the
nation’s median age means an ever-
increasing percertage of the popu-
lation over 65. Americans over 65 now
number 23 million, and by the year
2030 their number will swell to almost
82 million, one out of every six
Americans.

Factors like these generated the
idea of a “handicapped” kitchen, Ket-
cham said. ““The design takes into con-
sideration the homemaker whose
movement is limited or who is con-
fined to a sitting position. My thinking
was to come up with a kitchen that
was first of all functional, and to show
how it could be built with contempo-
rary styling while controlling costs."

‘The Lrshaped kitchen is modified in
the sink area and cooking center. The
countertop is lower. There are no base
cabinets (except beneath the wall oven
and the tray cabinet between the dish-
washer and refrigerator), so a wheel-
chair can roll up to and under the
counters. A shallowbowl sink with
rear drain and single-control faucet
also permits a straight-on approach
and leg room under the counter and
sink area.

For those who may find it difficult to

reach controls, switches for the food
waste disposer, hood fan and light are
installed at the front of the counter,
along with a switch for fluorescent
countertop lighting.

While providing ample storage
space, the cabinet design and location
also are more functional for a home-
raker with limited activity. There are
easy-grip handles, and open shelving
helps make cooking and serving uten-
sils easy to reach. Items in the storage
area above the wall oven can be
reached from a sitting position, and
the shelf around the counter also pro-
vides convenient storage for smaller
items.

Ketcham points out that while such
a kitchen can assit many handi-
capped persons to became more self-

dependent, necessary modifications
are not major tasks. For example, the
cabinets by Scheirich are stock units
and the appliances are standard Gen-
eral Electric models. The only cabi-
retry modification necessary was one
to allow the wall oven to be installed
at a lower-than-usuat height, and sev-
eral manufacturers produce the shal-
low sink and elbow produets.
Appliance, use-and-care manuals on
all products now made by GE and Hot-
point are available on tape cassettes
for the visually handicapped. They are
obtainable from the Center for Con-
sumer Products ings, Associ-
ated Blind of Kentucky, P.O. Box 306,
Louisville, Ky. 40201 Requests should
indicate product, brand, model num-
ber and year purchased, if known.

SINCE 1857

FLOOR COVERING

rHe-in-styl%

W@S

9 x 12 - 166.00
10 x 12 - 173.00
11 x 12 - 179.00
12 x 12 - 186.00
12 x 13 - 192.00

GALL 421-8552

featuring ]Ila!!mmllgt&w]nls

NO WAX QUALITY FLOORS
COMPLETELY INSTALLED

« EXPERT LABOR « ADHESIVES
* 2 DOOR METALS  MOVING APPLIANCES
SUB-FLOOR EXTRA IF NEEDED

MANY STYLES AND COLORS TO CHOOSE FROM

PRICE INCLUDES

* 12" WIDE LINOLEUM

27421 JOY ROAD
(CORNER OF INKSTER)

Mirrors, mirrors
on your wall

&
§2

BATH
i

On the Second Fla

%@@5;@0

In Our Oid-Fashioned

£/
7ooFF
AlL

HARDWARE

IN STOCK

Emig ® Amrock, John Wright &
wwiza Crawford Both China

B

OLDRASHIONED

or

N 3
e B k.
2,

We can do it COUNTRY B ARG Amrg 20% oFF
all! & GOURMET PFALTZGRAFF
SHOP B " STONEWARE,
WINE CELLAR o) TINS;.V“TH
.
D e e az6.8a10 | |* mported Gourmet s COORDINATING
UTENSILS GLASSWARE
the Ultimate in Mirors and Glass” Wood & Metal = Oven 10 Table to Dishwasher Sofe
® WOKS ® STRAINERS © BASKETS  : Comumor Goon
® CUTTING BOARDS &
oz much, much more! % %%
A Beautiful Bath Old Fashioned PENNY CANDY €4 5188%
.Begins Here of your Favorite Candies N
YOUR . fsl" 2280 B
CHOICE 3¢EA. or buy the pound ~ g Ak
24 Flavors of Stick Candy, Too!
“gﬂfé’go ‘o“wg
*a? Real % é Fresh Bulk %.
& oerawe % & PEANUTS %
o A P i in the shell  &&
e EXTRACTS 28 me 69¢ ¥
BR L gucn ser o Suamery
BB Gy o Qe » Rty g 0B, ROASTED 7 Q€ i
«@Sﬂ?m:awm:;? Py goe ,§’
¥ GOURMET COFFEE 4535
Ground to your taste & blend. Enjoy better
flavor.
Reg. 4.49 $344 Reg. $4.99 544‘:
Brazilian Santes Bourbon (Snappy, medium body) tn Our Spice
mC:’I:::bia Supreme (Rich and Full-Flavored) Department
French Roast (Dark, heavy. spicy) OVER 80
Royal Kona (Exofic, aromatic, striking GOURMET
i GOURMET TEAS: Over 30 Varieties SPICES
g:tahu‘:lm products for the ® Black Teas- Darjeeling, Ceylon ® Green Teas ® Gunpowder
| Teas ® Flavored Teas- Jasmine Blossom, Orange with Spice
' YOUR COMPLETE HOME CENTER
. PRARRAAARIAL  MICHIGAN'S MOST UNUSUAL HARDWARE STORE!
* *
' * 20% OFF —
‘ A ' * AL X l d
' i X DEN * ’
e x Wg,?T * Hardware & Supply Company
415 N. Fifth Avenue RACCESSORIES* 31245 'W. 8 MILE * 476-6240
it Kefrytown, Ann Arbor : Tagged : 2 Floors - 3 Acres Outdoor Display - Ample Free Parking
995:1016 : % HMems Only % Fireplace Dept. - Lumber.Dept. - Hardware - 2nd. Floor Wine Celiar
' j Salalelciaiaialoaiaft] HOURS: Monday thru Saturday 8-6 Sunday 104

' [ [ .




