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Satire his weapon

‘Candidate’ tackles bureaucratic ‘profundifyiné

By SHERRY KAHAN

James Boren maximized a situation
of interpersonal relationships at a re-
cent Livonia Town Hall lecture to for-
malize his optimal intent to interface
after a fluctuating effort with one of
the orbital challenges in the country,
the office of vice-president.

‘Translated from the language of the
bureaucrat, that means the roly-poly
satirist announced to the Town Hall
women that he's going to run for the
vice-presidency of the country. Mock-
ing bureaucrats as he takes to the cam-
paign trail, he beldly outlined reasons
why people should voted for him.

“When in charge, I ponder,” he
declared. “When in trouble, I delegate,
and when in doubt, I mumble.”

IN OTHER words, he is the bureau-
crat's bureaucrat, or at least Boren’s
daricature of one. As founder of the In-

- iation of F n
Bureaucrats, he explained some of the
drganization's most cherished beliefs.

+ “Nothing should be done for the first
time,” he emphasized, adding that bu-
reaucrats are the only ones who can

say nothing and really mean it. “We

are for dynamic inaction wherever we
find it,” he said.

Having taken upon himself the task
of puncturing the sanctimony of the red
tape set, Boren gives an award every
now and then to bureaucrats who have

performed above and beyond the call

of reason.

CALLED THE ORDER of the bird
these awards have gone to the Internal
Revenue Service for being “particular-
ly effective in being creatively
ponsive,” and to a
«cpuncil in England for “keeping papers
in orbit for 18 years before deciding the
case.”

N ew tours
for Israel,

The first group travel combining
Eg3pt and Israel was announced this
week by the American Jewish Con-

gress,

“Peace has made it possible for us to
give our members an exciting and
unique experience — an opportunity to

gain new insight into the cultures of .

Egypt and Israel by juxtaposition, and
for Jews to learn first-hand about their
cultural roots in the land of the
{Pharaohs,” said Betty Alderson, direc-
o of the travel program at a meeting
‘of the AJCongress.

Now in its 21st year, the AJCongress
overseas travel program sends more of
its members to Israel and Jewish
points of interest round the world than
all other national Jewish organizations
combined.

“Had they kept the papers moving
for two more years they would have
received the maxi-bird award.,” he
added.

A consultant for the Department of
Health, Educationand Welfare won the
bird after analyzing a reading project
and writing:

“The objectives did not specify to the
quantifiable of the success of the pro-

‘program.”

Boren said he could only conclude
that “to be a consultant doesn’t mean
you have to be able to read or write.”

He also commended HEW for pro-
ducing 458 pages of regulations on a
one-sentence amendment ot a bill.

BOREN TAKES delicious pleasure
in making up new words like “nincom-
poopification” — the action of the U.S.
Postal Department, which, he said,
spent “a billion doltars on a mail sys-
tem that doesn't work while at the
same time raising postal rates.”

“Anyone can poop off a little
money,” he told his Town Hall audi-
ence, “but only at a billion-dollar level
could you call it nincompoopification.

He has created other words to jab at
inane bureaucratic action.

“Cattify” means to land on one's
feet. To “echosuit” means to tell some-
one what he wants to hear and already
knows. “Profundify” means making a
simple idea seem profound. “Globate”
refers to looking at the big picture.

If you make a decision which takes
more paper than the logic is worth, you
are “trashifying.” And “loopholifica-
tion” is the art of finding escape
clauses.

“If you are going to be phony, be sin-
cere about it,” the speaker advised.

" ANSWERS FOR everything are
Boren's stock in trade. He offered some

offered
Egypt

Two different tours with 17 total de-
partures will be offered. The first flight
will leave April 26, returning May 15.

After 13 days in Israel, participants
will fly to Cairo. There they will visit
sites of general interest as well as
places of special Jewish interest, Jed by
Egyptian guides, “the obvious experts
on their local wonders,” Mrs. Alderson
commented.

Included in the stay in Cairo will be
side trips to Memphis, the ancient capi-
tal of Egypt, the Pyramids of Giza and
the Sphinx.

For other departure and return

.dates, call the AJC office, 357-2766.

Prices for this 19-day Israel-Egypt
combination range from $1,660 to
$1,800. . .

Widowed learn of investing

Joe! and Sara Rosner will discuss
“How To Invest in Today’s Market,” at
8 p.m. Thursday, April 5 in a program
sponsored by the Greater Detroit Sec-
tion, National Council of Jewish Wom-
en, in the NCJW office, 16400 W.
Twelve Mile, Southfield.

The event is part of a continuing se-
ries of programs arranged by the Wid-

owed-To-Widowed Ci of

. skills, both in person and

—_

‘We are for dynamic inac-
tion wherever we can find
it’

planks of his platform for the vice
presidential job. What should be done
abopt overpopulation? “Launch a re-
search program to double the gestation
period from nine to 18 months.” He
also suggested it might be helpful if the
wife had the first child, the husband the
second and 5o on.

Gesturing with his personal pencil,
which has an eraser at each end, he of-
fered a solution for inflation.

Policy-makers, he said, should get “a
downward adjustment every three
months at the same rate as the infla-
tion increases.”

UNEMPLOYMENT? No problem.
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“I will create a study committee in
every county in the country,” Boren
said. “Then I will have a review com-
mittee formed to look at the work of
the study committee. I would also have
a committee to survey the study
committee’s report.

“That would put most of the unem-
ployed to work.”

Isn't he a little overconfident to
claim he has all the solutions? Of °
course not. “Being from Washington, T
obviously have all the answers,” he re-
plied with becoming modesty.

ARE BUREAUCRATS worried
about plans to reorganize the govern-

‘B mumbling.

ment? Of course not. “We know that
reorganizing means combining offices
and putting a new one on top,” grinned
the bureaucrat's bureaucrat. “They
split the Civil Service Commission into
three new babies which will now start
to grow. The bureaucrats stay in
control.”

Frequently as he spoke, Boren broke
without warning into the special lan-
guage of those in charge of red tape.
Trippingly from his tongue came the
much beloved maximizing and fiscal-
ization and the unforgettable orbital
paralneters. Sentences were often
capped by a virtuoso performance in

But d be fooled by the middle-
aged satirist. While the bureaueracy
makes him laugh, it also makes him
cry. “

“With humor and satire I am saying
things that need to be said,” he pointed
out. “Most people understand what 1
am talking about. Among some of the
bureaucrats I am something of a folk
hero. Most of my material is fed to me
by them. I am doing what they would
like to do but can’t.

“IHAVE BEEN asked to perform at
Las Vegas, but I don't want to be a
comic. It would reduce my effective-
ness,

nd there is 2 need for what 1 am

He claimed that there are more than
19 billion forms in use by the govern-
ment. And aithough red tape is no long-
er used to tie them into neat bundles, it

is nonetheless characterized by the
general term red tape. 4

But he believes all this paper work i§
wasting talent. As a State Department
employee in South America, Boren saw
that a thin layer of trained employes
could be used effectively to run busi-
ness and government.

“It is the good bureaucrats who fight
the good fight and keep the government
going,” said Boren. “By calling atten-
tion to the red tape, I also try to have
some effect.”

ONE MEMBER OF the audience be-
lieved Boren knows what he is talking
about. .

“When 1 worked for the UiS. Air
Force in the "50s, there was a mass of
regulations that were constantly being
revised and rescinded so that no one
knew what was going on,” recalled
Margaret Andre of Livonia. “They
were not always sure they were carry-
ing out the latest order. Things certain.’
1y got over-regulated.”

As the speaker left to resume his

paign toward the vice-p
he informed his audience he was not
running for the top job this time around
because “it is too much wor.”

“The vice-presidency is' more my
kind of job,” he continued. “It means
good food, world travel and not much
heavy lifting. Mondale has been trying
to make something of the job. But I
want to return it to its traditional role
of ceremonial pomp and semi-retire-
ment.”

Volunteer
interviewer

is sought

The Oakland County
Volunteer Bureau, found-
ed in 1967 to act as liai- .
son between Oakland :
County agencies needing |
volunteers and residents
interested in providing
volunteer services, is cur-
rently recruiting a volun- -
teer interviewer to work
in Walled Lake.

The new - program in
Walled Lake wilt focus on
the needs of agencies lo-
cated in southeastern i
Oakland County and will
communicate these needs
to area residents through
personal interviews, the
placing of ads in local
papers, and other means.

The volunteer inter-
viewer will be in charge
of the new office. Duties
will include interviewing
volunteers to match their
skills and interests with
agency job requests, han-
dling record keeping and
administrative duties, as
well as gontacting area
agencies to determine
their volunteer needs.

Candidates for this vol-
unteer position must have,
good communication

SPACE, a council service for the wid-
owed, divorced, and their families.

You don't have to be a millionaire to
learn more about the possibilities of in-
vesting — alt SPACE participants are
welcorne. Admission is $1 and refresh-
ments will be served.

r

20300 Middlebelt Rd.
Livonia 474-3444

entitled “Alleluia”

CLARENCEVILLE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

Maundy Thursday 7:30 p.m.
Communion Service
Good Friday 1:00 p.m.
. Easter 6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service
9:00 & 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
7:00 p.m. Choir Cantata

over the

able to relate to individu-
als and their needs; be
self-directed and depend-
able; and have had expe-
rience as a volunteer. Ex-
perience or training in in-
terviewing would be a
plus.

The time commitment
would be for a minimund
of four hours week
for four months plus a
monthly staff meeting. :

J

e

school

echo park |

Give you~r children the
support they

"Heré's the carpet sale you've been waiting all winter for...a
sale of thick, rich plushes, colorful cut and loops, twists and textures,
too. The best of Lees quality carpets ot the season’s best savings.

”

SPECTACULAR
RING

SA

Featuring Corpets of Du Pont Antron iff Fibers,
the wear resistont, dirt resistant, crysh

resiston! super fiber ...

the best corpet fiber

Du Pont has ever mode.

SAVE 15% to 30%

Sale Must End Saturday, April 7th

Lees Reduces Prices At These

VISITORS WELCOME " S %
Kindergarten, Pre-School . -l =
S aht Participating Stores Only
, 646-5590 ....right from the start. - :
- BIRMINGHAM CHELSEA LIVONIA ROYAL OAK
4275 Echo Park Road Foot Trait baby boot stil feature mafor components of ~ McQueens Carpets  |Merkel Home Fumishings| Rile Carpet Besl Carpet & Rug
Bloomfield Hills J feathar ... because it's best for faot health and comfrt... 4076 W. Maple Road | 205 S, Main Street | 29485 W. 7 Mile. Road | 1030 Woodward Avenue
\ o e e o b sirss0 e iia ) sis500
A cause its m aemaking . . . and they are %
available in & full range of sizes and widths for a precise BLOOMFIELD HILLS] CLARKSTON MT. CLEMENS TROY
fitting. Choose Foot Traits right from the start in great new McLeod Carpets Couture’s Custom Floors Krausenecks United Carpet, Inc.
2 colors as wall as white, 2721 Woodward 5930 M-15 166 S. Gratiot Avenue 3911 Rochester Road
- M' 333-7086 625-2100 463-0585
E NG BRIGHTON DEARBORN Novi
- il se your fine Rite Carpet Main Carpetiand Novi Floor Covering ) Floor Covering|
*  We WIIIIPUI'CZGD_ELOMS Brighton Mall 24340 Michigan Avenue |41744 W. 10 Mile Road | 46511 Van Dyke
Jewelry and Di o walld culie o 227-1314 565-6555 348-2622 7391556
in hghest contgence. we shall be pleased fo appraise " CANTON GROSSE POINTE PONTIAC WARREN
o e e 10 mawaoss, Sargs ans 1 &B Galleryof Fne Carpelld Maliszawsld Carpetingf Spencer Floor Covering | House of Carpets
ooy . - 7383 N. Lilley Road 21435 Mack 2465 Eiizabeth Lake Road| 28931 Van Dyke
- ) 235 Plorco Stroet  BIAMINGHAM 6487790 * 595040 7765510 662:9581 5734660
GREENSTONE S 22065 Michigan DEARBORN 583-7700 CENTERLINE LIVONIA ROCHESTER WYANDOTTE
» 18360 Livémols NORTHWEST 864-7790 Harper's Carpet $howroom A. R. Kramer Company Floor Covering Jabro - Brothers
JewewesFv e HaaCoonen s -y SETROT o - 8044 E. 10 Mile Road | 15986 Middiebeit Road | 870 S. Rochester . 2801 Fort Street
v & .
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