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Cancel Bridge

Mother had better cancel the Bridge
Party Friday because Farmington schools
will let out early. Hours of dismissal and a
report on what teachers will be doing are
given inside.

- Page 3A

Local Letters

Farmington readers write letters about
consolidation. the good job police are doing.
the township PRD ordinance. and about child-
ren running wild.

Pages 44,24

Deaf Ministry

A Plymouth church is offering something
new in services - special sign language inter-
pretation for those who are deaf. Read about
it in the.church section.

Page 1

New Work

The Suburban Chorale will open its
Christmas Concert with a musical selection
rarely heard in this area. For the detailson
the time and place of the concert. along with
the program. see

Page 8A

What’s Your Thing? )

It doesn’t matter if the legitimate thea-
ter. art shows or concerts are your thing
vou'll find some ideas on how to spend your
leisure time in today's paper. Start with the
amusements page for some of the basic facts.

Page 6A

Business Beat ..
Churches in Action
Classified Want Ads
Feature Page ..

Sports - Prep and Pro
World of Women ...

On Your Shreel

Your neighborhood boy s
gaining  valuable business
training through his Observ-
ar route, The 50¢ you pay
him each month for our new
Carrfer Subscription Plan
assures his success In his
first business venture, Be
sure to ask for a receipt,
which will guarantee deliv-
ery of The Farmington Ob-
server,

Reform Could Hamstring &

Special Ed Program

by WYLIE GERDES

A special tax which allows
Oakland County to operate one
of the five best special educa-
tion programs in the United
States is aboul to be swept
aw by Governor William
A en's educational reforms.

However. a Farmington
schoo! administrator is leading
a campaign to retain the tax
approved by the voters of
Oakland County.

Ted Cunio. director of spe-
cial education for the Far-
mington Public Schools, is urg-
ing parents of children in spe-
cial education programs to
write legislators and the gov-
ernor. He hopes political pres-
sure will preserve the tax
where logic apparently has
failed

OAKLAND COUNTY voters
approved two half-mill taxes
at dilferent elections to be

Bells Toll

For Parent
Volunteers

The Farmington Board of Ed-
ucatlon has issued a call for
parents to volunteer to serve
on a study committee charged
with examining starting times
for elementary schools.

On Nov. 10, the board agreed
to form a study committee after
“hearlng a complaint from the
Farmington Educatton Associa-
tion (FEA) on elementary
starting times. The FEA Is the
collective bargaining wnit for
Farmington teachers,

THE ‘COMMITTEE was to
have been formed at the last
meetlng of the board, but a
hastle developed over kow mem -
bers wotld be selected,

Orlginally, Supt. Dr, Roderick
J. Smith recommended a com-
mittee of one parent and one
teacher, school admintstrators,
and one or two board members,

On Nov. 24, the committee
was expanded to fnclude three
parent representatives and
three teachers.

Parents Interested fn volun-
teering for the committee should
contact Board President Rich-
ard Peters or Dr, Smithas soon
as possible, Peters hopes to
form the committee and ar-
range for lts first meeting be-

the debate was how
acher representa-
tives should be selected,
P

TRUSTEE Kenneth Perrinfelt
Peters should appolnt the tea-
chers since the study commii-
tee was a board-appolinted
group. Trustees Aldo Vagnozzl
and Gary Lichtman argued that
the teachers should be plcked
by the FEA with Peters con-
firming the appotntments.

Vagnozzl sald the committee
was “top-heavy with adminis-
trators’ and showd contain
more parent and teacher rep-
resentatives, Lichtman added
¢\hal of the three teachers nom-
fnated for the one slet, two

» were high school and the other

an upper elementary teacher.

“Since the discussion deals
with a sg:)pﬂsed hardship on
lover elémentary children,
namely kindergarten students,
the committee should have low-
er elememzry teachers on It, R4
safd Lichtman,

Trustee Richard Frankel
agreed the lower elementary
teachers should be represent-

ed, “But I don‘t think the FEA
{s a convenient vehicle to ob-
tain nominations,” he added.

Perrin moved to add four
members to the committee and
that Peters be authorized to
appoint both teachers and par-
ents, Vagnozzi then comment-
ed the board president should
plck only board members, ad-
ministratiors and parents and
the FEA should select the tea-
chers,

“] had hoped you would se-
lect 2 committee which at least
had a pretext of legltimacy,”
satd Roger Allen, FEA presl-
dent,

1y Impression was we would
form a committee to study
school starting times and a re-
port would be made back to the
voard,” said Lichtman, ‘Now
vie are getting_embrotled in me-
chanfeal procedural questions
and personalities, The board
is not looking for votes on the
committee but & study.”

Perrin’s amendment was de-
feated 6-1 with only Perrin
voting yes.

N -

VAGNOZZI then moved that
three teachers and three par-
ents be appolnted to the com-
mittee in additton to the four
administrators and two board
members.

The motion called for selec-
tion of teachers by the FEA
with Peters appointing the other
members,

Perrin repeated his argument
that the teachers should be ap-
pointed by Peters. ‘“We are es-
tablishing a Board of Education
committee and I don't think we
can delegate appointment of
members to the committee to
anyone cther than the board,’”

Lichtman urged trustees to
avold the appearance of form-
ing a “stacked” committee,
Vagnozzi’s motion passed 6-1
with Perrin dissenting,

PP

LATER IN THE meeting,
Lichtman reported the curri-
culum committee hopes to form
a study committee to analyze
junior high curriculum, He satd
he envisions an advisery com-
mittee which would function for
18-24 weeks,

A letter from the West Frank-
ln Estates Subdivision request-
ing bus service was turned over
to Mrs. Pat Smith for study by
the board’s safety committee,

used by the Oakland County
Intermediate School District
for special education.

One of the governor's pro-
posals says the Oakland
County Intermediate District
would be replaced by a re-
gional district without any
powers to tax. Therefore. a tax
would disappear which voters
themselves approved

“It's not that we're asking
the state for something. We
just want to keep what we
have." Cunio says

“Under the present proposal
for educational reform, the one
mill “special tax in Oakland
County would be eliminated.
This would mean cutting over
§4.5 million in services for the
special education children the
first year of (he new educa-
tional program,” says Dr. Wil-
liam Emerson. superintendent
of schools for the Oakland In-
termediate District.

THE EFFECT ON Farming-
ton would be drastic. Cunio
says. Four of every 10 special

.

education students ‘would re-
turn to the regular program if
the tax disappeared and wer-
en't replaced.

Which special education
programs would suffer?

“It's like "Who do vou shoot

first. vour son or your daugh-
ter?” " Cunio says.
Besides hobbling the special
education program in the coun-
Cunio says the tax limita-
tions remove a basic right of
parents: to decide how much
should be spent for education
of their children

“This would be taking away
from the local citizens their
right to provide quality educa-
tion above and beyond what
the State of Michigan in your
proposal would consider to be
average. Local autonomy. if
we are to continue to operate
one of the finer education sys-
tems in the country, as we
presently do in the State of
Michigan. cannot be jeopard-
ized.” Cunio’s savs in a letter

Cyntinued on Page 24

BIG RED—A couple of youngsters got stiff necks the

other day from a prolonged

stare upwards ot the 20-foot

high Santa Claus stotue. Big Red is located on Grand

River in the City of Farmin:
oneer Olds building

Busing’s Expensive

gtor, in front af the old Pi-

{Evert photo.)

Yardstick Won’t Stretch

By EMORY DANIELS

A reoccurring problem fac-
ing school administrators is
informing parents why their
children caanot be bused to
school

The answer is relatively
simple to arrive at. but some-
times parents are unhappy
when they receive the wrong
answer.

The answer 4s derived from
the 1-1 2 miles rule of thumb,
applied because of economics
and state policy.

THE STATE will only reim-
burse local schools for trans-
portation expenses for children
living 112 miles from
school. Any child picked up
who lives within that limit is
transported at the local dis-
trict's expense.

Slide rules and road maps
were pulled out of drawers this
week following a letter sent to
the school district from the
West Franklin Estates Subdivi-
sion Association.

THE LETTER asked for an
official hearing with the board
of education to discuss bus
service for pupils attending
Bond Elementary School.

“Parents are fearful be-
cause their children must use 2
pathway which cuts through a
wood area,” writes Sheldon
Slavin. of 30886 Pearridge. “'In
the past, the pathway has not
been cleared of snow.

“Furthermore. we have
found whiskey and beer botlles
alongside the pathway. Last
year one of our children was
approached by a stranger just
outside the wooded area.

“Now with the advent of
fall, the skied are dark and
gloomy. Children are once
again apprehensive about cut-
ting through the woods.

“The neighbors on either

EROSION’S WORK—Erosion has cracked the concrete abutment surrounding the
culverts servicing the drain running through Lincolnshire Estates. Since this picture
was taken, the cracks have widened and the abutment is leaning forward, threoten-
ing to fall into the ditch.

side of the path have had their
privacy invaded because of
motor bikes. e
of the pathw:
during the summer—and van-
dalism which has occurred
twice (stealing and the paint-
ing of a patiol.

“Needless to say. an area
which lacks an offictal mile
and a half because of a few
vards. is not in itself justifica-
tion for asking young children
to walk to Bond Elementars
School.” -

BRIAN OLIVER. adminis-
trative assistant for Farming-
ton Schools. said the school
board had the pathway built
more than a year ago at the
request of parents

Oliver confirmed the child-
ren Slavin mentioned live un-
der the 1-1:2 mile limit. “We
cannot budge on thi said
Oliver. “If we relax the limit
for ane subdivision. we would
have to tor all, and that would
run into large sums of
money.

Obver said the district has a
policy that it will bus children
living a mite from schoo} if
they have to cross a county
taad. The only other exception

is the transportation of special
education children who are
bused because of handicaps
and mileage is not considered.

~THIS SITUATION must be
corrected if children and par-
ents..are to have..peace of
mind.” continues Slavin.

Excellent schools. excellent
curriculums. excellent teach-
ers mean nothing if the child
does not reach school or is
emotionally upset when he
does enter the school building.
Assaulls and child molestings
are a stark reality. We want
buses for our children. The
path by all rights should be
closed.

The West Franklin Estates
board of directors has a peti-
tion signed by a majority of
its homeowners asking for the
busing. There are 14 children
from West Franklin Estates
attending Bond School.

The association has asked
for busing in the past. but its$
request was denied.

ACCORDING TO Oliver. it
costs the district between $33-
$40 2 vear to bus each child.
Thus. it would cost between

$490-¥360 to bus 14 children

But there are more than 14
children attending Bond School
who walk 1-1 2 miles to
school. I the limit were relat-
ed. the district would not have
a yardstick 1o apply to other
requests.

Nobody can predict how
many requests would be made.
but it is almost certain that
everv_ walkway the district
has built would be closed with
busing provided. The cost
would rise to a point where the *
district would be forced to ask
voters to approve millage to
expand the bus fleet

H busing were provided for
each of the district’s 16.330
students. the cost would be
over a half million dollars,
That. of course. would never
happen. but if the vardstick
were discarded. additional
transportation expenses wouid
quickly climb to $50,000.

if the district had an extra
$30.000 to spend. that sum
could purchase busing for only
1.425 students.

Another way of looking at
it: It would cost the district
more than $50.000 if the num-
ber of children being bused
were increased by 10%. And a
10°¢ increase would not be hard
t justify for a district consist-

Continued on Page 2A

Homeowner Seeks End
To Muskrat Colonies

Victor Bogdan is an average,
middle-income businessman
who Is unhappy with his second
fole as a muskrat trapper.

Bogdan says the drain serv-
ing Lincolnshire Estates in
Farmington Townshipis infest-
ed with muskrats, He has al-
ready trapped one and has pic-
tures to document his claims,

Coae

HE MOVED to his home at
29337 Ralelgh two years ago,
Soon atter, he became perplex-
ed with conditions of the drain,
Months later he began contact-
ing township officials to seek
reltef,

Last spring, Bogdan obtained
a promise from the township
administration to prepare con~
struction estimates so Linceln-
shire homeowners could be
aware of the costs involved to
repalr the drain,

Seven months have nassed,
and he's stlll waiting for the
engtneering estimates, “Each
time 1 call, the reply is that
the estimates are belng pre-
pared, Now I ask you, does it
take six months to prepare two
estimates?”’ asks Bogdan,

PPN

THE TOWNSHIP says the
ditch is a natural waterway
and that property lines go to
the exact center of it, making
the drain the responsibility of
adjolning property owners.

During the frequent rain
storms, says Bogdan, the ditch
“becomes what zppears to be

i

an open sewer,

“The debris that is left must
be disposed of by oursetves,
The erosion which takes place
from the fast moving water Is
getting to an wicontrollable
state,”

[

MAINTENANCE and repair
of the concrete abutment sur-
rownding the culvert pipes, he
says, Is a major engineering
and construction taskand cannot
posslbly be done solely by ad-
Joining property owners,

The Oakland County Drain
Commisslon says it 1S not re-
sponsible since the ditch is a
natural  waterway and not a
cownty drain, The county says
it 1s not authorized to do any-
thing untess petitioned by the
Farmington Township Boad,

The ditch causes other prob-
lems, says Bogdan,

“Aside from belng unsightly
to residents entering the sub~
division,  children find this
a tremendous spot to play their
games, failing torealizethatthe
broken area of the bridge abut-
ment could give way at anytme,
(h\w producing a serious ax:cl-

ent,

“Aside from the possible n-
jury which may result while
playing there, there is also
the chance that some child may
be bitten by a muskrat which
seem to be in abundance in
this ditch,

“How much worse must this
get before someone agrees to

take action? Must a child be
injured before local officials
are aware of the problem at
hand? Or must the erosion prob-
lem become so bad that it
threatens to take more of our
property?"”

Bogdan in October sent let-
ters to Sen, Phillp A, Hart,
Congressman Jack H, McDon-
ald, State Rep, Raymond L,
Baker, the County Draln Com-
mission and Farmington Town-
ship.

oo

TO DATE, be has received
but two replies, Hart promised
to contact the proper local of-
ficlals, and the county sald it
could not help unless approach-
ed by the township,

Problems caused by erosion
are now getting worse, says
Bogdan, The concrete abutment,
only cracked in October, s now
leaning and will soon fall into
the ditch,

Bogdan Is still waiting for
englneering estimates, Work of
this type s usually flnanced by
special assessmentdistricts,
But Bogdan hopes it won't be
entirely financed by spectal as-
sessment,

The homeowners ‘‘could not
by any means physically handle
the task at hand,” he says.
“CTherefore, our tax mooay must
be put to proper use in this
Sltuation and the responsibility
be honestly claimed by elther
the township or the county and
rectified as soon as possible,'”
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