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Preps Welcome Start Of Winter Sports

Welcome, winter sports!

This is the week the curtain
goes up on the basketball.
swimming. wrestling and
gymnastics schedules for most
Observerland high school
teams.

A few already have tasted
action -- in particular. the
three Catholic League basket-
ball teams in the air -- but in

the main. this is the week the
action really starts

For the next three months,
there’ll be regular-season ac-
tion. which then is capped by
state  tournament competition
in all four sports.

The league structure re-
mains unchanged for the 1969-
70 campaigning. but there’ll be
some changes a year hence

MICHIGAN STATES big No. 77 from Farmington,
Craig Wycinsky, has been selected best Spartan féotball
player from the metropolitan Detroit area. Wycinsky, an
offensive tackle, was awarded the Fred Danziger award,
named for a Sparten great of the mid.1920s and do-
nated in his name by his family. The award consists of a

plague and a gift.

Wycinsky, 24311 Buchanan Court,

ployed for the North Farmington Roiders in his prep

days.

when Livonia’s new Churchill
High is expected to start in a
new league with the about-to
be third high school in Far-
mington and the new school
sprouting in Plymouth

CHURCHILL. FACING
its first all-varsity schedule.
will contest on an independent
basis in basketball. swimming

and wrestling

With no home court in bas-
ketball. Churchill will play all
its games on the road. al-
though - Stevenson will be
home"" four times and Frank-
lin three times for the young-
est of Livonia's four public
high schools.

The opening basketball ac-
tion on Tuesday- matches a

pair of 1968-69 champs -- Plym-
outh and Stevenson -- at Plym-
outh Tuesday night

Stevenson, which shared the
Inter-Lakes League title with
Pontiac Northern, would ap-
pear to have another strong
team in the making. led by
three veterans in Ted Exar-
hos. Rusty Gregg and Paul
Van Wagoner. the latter the

son of Coach George Van Wa-
goner.

Plymoith  Coach Dick
Bearup must rebuild. He has
lost 11 of his 15 players from a
year ago and now has a squad
of four seniors and 11 juniors,
paced by Pat Cunningham, the
only returning regular.

The lack of height could hurt
the Rocks. They have nobody

Sorrows Wins, St./Agatha Bows

Uwas a happy basketball
start for Our Lady of Sorrows
Nat so happy for $ X
turned on the pow-
ally i the second
perind. and whipped Rova
Oak SUOMary's. T, in its
Cathalic League opener
SEAgatha. vallying trom @
3031 halftime deficit. forced
an overtime against Y anti
John betare Tinally bowing

ban
Tt

MceGrath and Mike
fresh trom tine football
‘. wete the major cogs
ws' winning basketball

in
debut

MeGRATH PILED up 24
points while Hart had 15 and
also stole the ball from St
rivals seven times.

Bill Rabertson came through
with 13 points. Don Blovin
seven. Chris Strand seven.
Chris Centers four and Dan

Fwe Lettermen
Boost Trojans
Hopes On Court

There is no wasted motion
or warmups as lar as Clar-
encevitle High's basketball
team is concerned

When the Tru, start their
Friday night against
Northville in the Clarenceville

season

Turf Tips, Quips

By Doc Minard

Racing Commissioner Leo
Shirley appears to hive a blg
problem ahead ,when he sits
down and, tries fo decide the
future of winter racing {n Mich-
igan,

There fsn't a bit of doudt
in the minds of anyone close to
the situation that the current
Jackson-at-Northville Downs
meeting won’t furnish the an-
swer Shiriey had expected,

After almost one full week,
the Jackson-at-Northville sea-
son has turned out to be al-
most a duplicate of the recent
Jackson session at the Jackson
Fairgrounds,

The attendance may be up
slightly and the handle may
show an increase of 1 or 2%
but attually the turnstile count
and the mutuel play is just
about the same as that at Jack-
son,

During the campaign which
closed a week ago, Jackson
ended with an all-time high
nightly average handle of
slightly more than $150,000,
Actlon for the first four nights
at. Northville is- on the same
level, )

. .

LEON SLAVIY, longtime
president and general manager
of Jackson, deserves 2 medal
for bravery in accepting the
winter dates. Leon, who bullt
Jackson from a losing proposi-
tion to a money maker
even though it took almost 10
years, has been wanting to move
his operation Into the Detrait
area for a long time,

Thus he welcomed the oppor~
tunity to stage the winter meet<
ing even though he probably
realized all the time that it
could be a losing venture, What
with  golng against Windsor
Raceway, which has been op-
erating for seven weeks and Is
in the midst of its greatest
year, Slavin knew he hed a
rough row to go.

Even with that knowledge he
accepted the challenge and still
feels he has a chance to reach
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the aiticlpated nightly average
of $250,000 before the season
ends on Dec, 30,

Whether Jackson-at -North-
ville will reach that expectation
15 something else. There is the
matter of location ---Northville
s at the outer edge of the
northwest boundarles of Wayne
County and it lacks major high-
ways and freeways.

1t can be taken for granted
that there will be many nights
In December when traveling
will be hazardous over icy, slip-
pery roads. Then too, thére is
the matter of the hollday
season ---the meetlng started
three days before Thanksgiving
and continues for a month dur-
ing the most festive period of
the entire year.

But Executive Manager John
Carlo, of Northville Downs,
promised to have the first level
of the new clubhouse available
for the meeting =nd also had
the grandstand completely glass
enclosed and heated, He made
good on his promises and those
attending the nightly programs
are assured of seats In 2 well
heated area with a clear view
of the track from start to fin-

M

ONE WOULD EXPECT that
the attendance and wagering
would pick up as the meeting
progresses --- but there’s
always the competition in Wind-
sor where patrons became
accustomed to attending races
for a full seven weeks before
the start of the -Jackson-at-
Northville season. They have
had seven weeks o get ad-
justed to the horses and it will
be rather difficult to convince
them that racing 18 better In

“the United States’where they'li

be starting from scratch,

We doff our hats to Slavin
for having the couragetoaccept
the winter dates --- onthe other
side of the picture we are a bit
skeptical about the decision of
the Racing Commissfoner. It
doesn’t appear from here that
he studfed the situation from
all angles before deciding on
winter raclng.

How can he hope to make a
dectslon proor con when he gave
the oppositton a seven-week
start and then expects Michigan
to compete on an equal basis

gy, the teams will be jump-
ing promptly inte Wayne-Ouk-
Tand League action

Coach Ralph Weddle. tresh -

trom puiding Clarenceville to
ane ol its best foothall seasons
in recent years, is conlident
that e 1 Trojan cage
squad will improve upon its 8
13 record and sixth-place
league tinish of last season.
Weddle has tive lettermen
returning and sees the Clar-
enceville defense. along wilh
rebounding and good overall
speed as the strong points of
the team which will square off

it 2 ate start and for only AE4ins Northvilie in the
five weeks? opener

SOME THREE YEARS ago, s
Dr, Edward Draves, who has  THI VETERANS are Bob

been 2 friend of athletes and Ridling. 5-11. and Mike Du-
sports. tigures for most of his man. 510, guards: Ron La-
professional career, decidedhe Imontagne, 6-4. and Steve
had enough and that he had Scholes. both who operate

reached the age of retirement,

Eddie and his wife wanted to
winter in the suny climes of
Florida, spend the hot days of
summer in the northern sec-’
tors of Michigan and thoroughly
enjoy thelr grandchildren, sons
and daughters of Mike and Eddie
Jr.

All of which was fine with
the exception that Dr. Ed and
his wite also enjoy the races,
especlally at the Detroit Race
Course, and managed to get
down to Livonia several times
curing the summer for one of
their favorite sports.

The Draves also have been
longtime friends of Dick Wil-
son, Public Relations Director
Bill Kofender, Announcer Jack
Riggs and many other members
of the DRC’s official family,

So what was more natural
then for Kofender to induce
the Good Doctor and his wite,
Who Is a very competent re-
ceptionist and nurse, to take
charge of the first ald room
at the DRC.

THE DRAVES were reluctant
at first but Kofender finally
sold them on the idea of how
much fun it would be to en-
joy retirement at the races

at forward and center, and 'at
Reough. 6-2. a torward
on the squad are Randy
McClory Fred Watson. 5-
10; Randy Weddle. 62: Rob
Weller, 58: Chip. Mevrellis. &
2, and Jim Hover. 5-9
Clavencesille again is in one
ol the toughest leagues i the
ared and laces rough going
against Clarksion.  West
Bloomtield and Bloomlield
Andover

5 Veterans
Wrestle At
Thur

The wrestling outlook ap-
pears much brighter at Thur-
st llth tor 1969-70 after Jast
or

ton

seasan s 210 1

Coach James Capp has Tive
veterans havk. along with
<even standout neweomers fon
the season which begins at
Soutlificld Tuesday

The returnees are Marc
Miller. Pat Johnson. Briah

with a few patients now and McCreevy. Dave Rroll and
then in the first ald, Mike Young

But Dr, Ed and Mrs, Draves Standouts wmong the new-
aren’t so sure now, Although comers are Ilu\ Roy. John
they admit they had 2 lot of Wheeler. Greg Scotl. Rick Ul-
fun working In such a relaxed rey. Ken Gentile, Larry lar-

manner, they also informed
Kofender that they had kept a
record of the number of calls
during the 90-day meeting,
“Three or four calls per
day,” grumbled Dr. Ed, “Ko-
fender 1s the greatest dreamer
of all time, Our records show
we handled more than 3,700
cases  durlng the  meeting.
That's a far cry from the total
of 270 we were promised,”
Then he hadablgsmileagaln,

Sat. 8 a.m, - 6 p.m.
*We'll be back for the 1970 .
season, We did have a lot of Sun. 10 2.m. - § pam.
fun mixed with a lot of work 476-6240 o 537-2645

but where else can you get
an opportunity to work with
such a mixed group?

95

ANY
SIZE

Includes
SKINNING,
CUTTING,
'WRAPPING
IRULZING

FREE
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Cec PROCESSING
K PURCHA
O e s Dt

BLACK ANGUS BEEF
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Woods two for the winners. had 1o be delayed when the

Sorrows took a 1918 lead school's football team took
after the “first quarter. then  sectional honors. then won in
ored St. Mary’s, 30-11 in  the semifinals and moved to

the [Tinals in the Catholic
League Second Division play-
offs.

St. John had 4 37-3] halftime
edge before Urban and Ilam-
boie led ‘the St. Agatha raily
that sent the game into over-
time.

But, once in the extra ses-
sion. it was all St. John!

second peried and held on
the rest of the way.

DAVE URBAN and Tim
Flamboie with 14 and 12
points. respectively. stood Tor

Agatha which showed the
effects of only two weeks of
practice.

Cage warkouts at St

»

Agatha

What’s Doing On
Prep Sports Beat

BASKETBALL

TUESDAY
Franklin at Romulus
Stevenson at Plymouth
St. Agatha at Ann Arbor St. Thomas
Our Lady of Lakes at Our Lady of Sorrows
Holy Redeemer at Bishop Borgess
FRIDAY

Bentley at Farmington

Northville at Clarenceville

Churchill at Shafer

Waterford Mott at North'Farmington

Thurston at Cherry Hill

Plymouth at Walled Lake Central

Southfield at Redford Union

- Mt. Carmel at St. Agatha : ’

QOur Lady of Sorrows at Orchard Lake St. Mary's

Bishop Borgess at Cabrini
SATURDAY

Stevenson at Thurston
WRESTLING

TUESDAY
Redford Union at Farmington
Dearborn at Franklin
Plymouth at North Farmington . B
Thurston at Southfield
WEDNESDAY

Fordson at Bentley
Churchill at Northville

- THURSDAY
Churchill at North Farmington

FRIDAY

Stevenson at Franklin

. . SATURDAY
Thurston at Berkley

SWIMMING 5

TUESDAY
Plymouth at North Farmington
Redford Union at Farmington
THURSDAY
Farmington at Plymouth
Churchill at North Farmington
Garden City West at Redford Union

GYMNASTICS
WEDNESDAY

Clarenceville at Farmington .
Allen Park at North Farmington i

MICHIGAN BANKARD
DINERS CLUB.

W
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ONE change on
the area prep basketball scene
will be the absence of George
Fefles as coach at Bentley

High.

Fefles."who turned out a se-

- ries of league and district titl-
ists al Bentley. has departed
from the coaching scene to
become the school’s athletic
director.

Ken Timmons. who was
promoted to succeed Fefl
was left with no returning reg-
ulars.

But he does have good
height with four starters rang-
ing {rom 6-3'z to 6-8 and should
have another contender in the
Suburban Six League where

Bentiey tied for second place a |

vear ago.

Except for the Catholic
League tesms and Clarence-
ville, whicn are jumping di-
rectly into league basketball
action. other teams will en-
gage in one of twy warmups

some as many as three. before
taking off for titles a week
from Fi i
The same holds true in wres-
tling and swimming
Here's a rundown on how the

public school basketball races
sizes up
SUBURB. Belleville.

Allen Park and Bentley shape
up as the big three. but Plym-
outh and Redford Union rate a
lot of attention
INTER LES: A threesfold
- race with Farmington. Steven-
son and Pontiac Northern all in
the picture
NORTHWEST: They're say-
ing this could be North Far-
mington's vear to haul in the
honor< but never discount
Thur. on or Frankiin. Oak
Park is another hot contender.
WAYNE-OAKLAND: Clar
tenceville to be stronger than
“last year. but dvesn't figure to
cut in on the title pie against
such teams as West Bloom-
field. Bloomfield Andover and
Clarkston. all perennial pow-
ers.

[Firestone [NIERES

[Firestone NS

TIRE DISCOUNTS
@ EASY CREDIT @ FREE MOUNTING

DOWNTONN

FARMINGTON
CENTER

23534
FARMINGTON RD,

=S

2 PERFECTAS
DAILY DOUBLE

v
HEATED OSED

Stanley

Blacker's

TRAFALGAR

ron-Wool Hopsack with
fortable for casuel . .
all the way. Avullablr

fashion colors.

* DuPont's Reg. TM

The Sport Coat Super-Star

This six- button, double breasted winner is fhe star of '
chb Brothers great collection of sport coats. It's Dac.

side venis. Styled for digss us, com

Three-button model available at $60.00.

classic soft shoulders and

*65

winner
in many

WONDERLAND CENTER -
Open nights “fil 9 - Sun. 12:5
Security Charge
#ichigan Bankerd
Master Charge

IB
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