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By JEFF SCHORR

- The Troy Players take a big bite out
of a classic murder mystery, Agatha
Christie’s “The " and chew

Troy Play

Review

onit pretty well. .

This quintessential whodunnit — a

small group of varied personalities,
snowed.in and isolated from help, the
phone line cut and a killer in the group
- was one of Mrs. Christie's favorites.
. Tt has become one of the world's as
well,
: “The Mousetrap” first opened in
London in the early '50s. As a gift to
her nephew, Mrs. Christie directed all
proceeds to go to him. Film rights to
the play were sold but under the condi-
tion these not be exercised until six
months after “The Mousetrap” closed.
It is still running — the longest running
play ever. :

While each of the eight actors in the
Troy Players cast does a creditable
Jjob, Phillip Jakey, in the uniikely role
of Christopher Wren, and Shirley Biggs
as Mrs. Boyle seem to get into their
roles the best.

JAKEY PLAYS a fidgety, effemi-
nate, eccentric and slightly strange
young man whose actions and opinions
make him an immediate — if too obvi-
ous — candidate as the murderer. The
bitchy, blue-blooded, nothings-good-
enough*for-me Mrs. Boyle also offers a
definable character and Ms. Biggs is up
to it. Both voices come through clear,
and Ms. Biggs masters an older
person's walk without exaggeration.

On a winter night in a village 30
miles from London, novice innkeepers
Mollie and Giles Ralston (Dawn Lan-
glois and Charles Rawlson) prepare for
their first guests in their new boarding-

dio in the background informs us that a,
murder has been committed in the
neighborhood.  ~

In addition to Christoper Wren and

rs. Boyle, 2 retired army career man,
Major Metcalf, and a young, world tra-
veler, Miss Casewell, are the other ex-
pected arrivals. Mr. Paravicini is the
unexpected onme. Detective Sergeant
Trotter who arrives on skis at snowed-
in Monkswell Manor in the second
scene the next day, completes the
assemblage.

As the plot is fleshed out, the audi-
ence gradually discovers Mrs. Christie
at her best in suggesting tha things are
not what they seem on the surface. Ev-
eryone is hiding something or is some-
one else.

MAJOR METCALF, who would ap-

house venture, in the midst of a build- / Pear to.be the only stable, non-cccen-

ing snowstorm. They have, of course,
never met the guests who have made
reservations by mail.

The four expected — and unexpected
~ guests arrive, one by one, as the ra-

Ron English quartet plays

Featured artists for the Detroit Insti-
tute of Arts’ Thursday evening “Jazz at

Series lecture

The sixth annual “Three for Strat-
ford” series’ focusing on three Shak-
espearean plays at the Stratford, Ont.,
festival, opens at 8 p.m., Wednesday,
May 30, with a lecture/introduction to
“Love Labour's Lost.”

Fee for the series is $12 and $5 for
iridividual lectures. Persons may regis-
ter at the door. For information, tele-
phone 577-4665.

the Institute” on May 24 will be the .|

Ron English Quartet,

‘Two performances are scheduled, at
7:30 and 9:30 p.m,, in the museum’s
candlelit Kresge Court. Tickets may be
obtained in advance through the muse-
um ticket office (832-2730) or at the
door on an availability basis. Reserva-
tions are advised.

For reservations, information and a
complete brochure of all Thursday eve-
ning “Jazz at the Institute” concerts
through Sept. 27, call the Detroit Insti-
tute of Arts ticket office at 832-2730.
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“Work!

If you've never enjoyed a real old-
time Country Fair, now's your
chance. We're puttingon a Coun-
- try Fair with true old-fashioned
flair—packed with fun and events
right out of the good old days.

Thru
this
weekend

only -

© May 17:20

| Now! Acountryfair
~ with more old-time countryinit!

- COUNTRY
AR

Greenfield Village & Henry Ford

Dearborn, Michigan

BRI Z>”

o

Parades, bands, rides, farm ani-
mals, home and farm crafts, and
lots more.

Bring the whole family along,
grandparents too! For more infor-
mation, call the Village Party Line
{313)271-1976.
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tric among the cast, is appropriately
presented by Ted Healey. The role of
Miss Casewell, who has an unhappy
childhood, we learn, to account for her

unhappiness, is taken by Mary Ann
Diicharme. She does well with her few
opportunities to emote.

Todd Curless plays the strange Mr.
Paravicini who is always laughing up
his sleeve at people and circumstances.
He brings a certain, Omar Sharif-like
assurance to the role but lacks the ex-
{ra measure of punch to put it across.
Jack Prokop plays a very proper, busi-
ness-like, scolding but believable — if
young — gendarme.

The host and hostess parts anchor

* the play. They help as foils as we learn

about the characters early, Dawn Lan-
glois plays her part well, though it is a
difficult one as she must let her emo-
tions carry her away. Charles Rawlson
also plays his role well as he gives vent
to the everyman's (audience) reaction
to the strange people around him.

However, his words get lost from
time to.time and, in a period of agita-
tion, he sucks furiously on his pipe
when it would seem more appropriate

ers keep suspense in ‘The Mousetrap’

1o merely flail his arms and hold onto  and Saturday, May 18 and 19, at 8:30
the pipe. p.m. at Troy's Larson Middle School off
“The Mousetrap” continues Friday Long Lake just east of John R.
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19701 W. 12 Mile Rd.
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DINNER SPECIALS

12 oz. Delmonico (Prime Rib Steak)..

L[]
o NORTHCREST CINEMA o Harpy Hour in the Lounge 47
®  Tienken Rd. (% mile north of downtown Every Thurs. 812 pm. - Sal, 81 am.
pIT : Rochester) 652-1540 ‘ Banquets up to 250
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Dance next door at THUMPERS
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Speaker: Dr. David L. Lewis, Professor of

1
THE DEER
HUNTER

Mon.-Fri.
1:30, 7:30

Sat. & Sun.
1:30, 5:00, 8:30

mat. wed.

Phone 353-5657

OUIES PRUDENTIAL TOWN CENTERN

BOX_OFHICE OPENS 30 Min PRIOR 10 SHOWTIME

Business History, Graduate School of
Busmcss(Adminisua(ion, University of

Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan
Al lettures held in Henry Ford Muscum Theater;
<tarting ar 8 pm. For Jurther information, call

13) 271-1620, ext. 414,
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Drarborn, Michigan 48121

cMay~“Entertainment “Fiom.

SHOWCASE
CINEMAS

. 35100 VAN DYKE RD. AT15
STERLING HTS, PHONE

ATISM),
979-3160

BARGAIN MATINEE DAILY
$1.50 -FIRST SHOW ONLY [§

et

ment.

«choreographer

troupe.

Entertainment is the perfect gift.
Gift certiticates are always
._available at our box office

turnon
to dance.

1979~80 season
at music hall

As lllE}lii]o! presenter of Dance in mid-America,
we'are pleased- to announce these eight ex-
cellent companies for your upcoming entertain.

TWYLA THARP DANCERS

New York's hottest troupe. See them in the movie, Hair.
- PILOBOLUS

Revolutionary, Breathtaking. Interlocking bodies in motion

JENNIFER MULIER
The toast of Eurogie. Sexy, modem, full of power.

MURRAY LOUIS

A major force in 20th Century Dance, both as dancer &

ALVIN AILEY DANCERS
Dynamic, poignant, full of life. High-level excitement.
. DANNY GROSSMAN
Eghthearled and witty. Canada's favarite home-grown.

HOUSTON BALLET
Blockbusting entertainment. Classical ballet at its finest.
THE OAKLAND BALLET
California’s rising young star. Don't miss i
. Seven Series Are Being Offered
Call: 963-6943
for complete season brochure

Fresh Fish Dinner (Calch of the Day)

$5.95
Includes: Relish Cart (Shrimp, Pickles, Com Relish,
etc.) and Salad tossed at your table, Veg. or Polato,

* Hotel-motel
reservations

* Airline tickets

2
THE DEER
HUNTER
Mon.-Fri.
2:00, 8:00
Sat. & Sun.
2:00, 5:30, 9:00

® Cruise ship tickets
rul P * Customs and pass-

port information
 International

driving permits
* Travelers cheques * Instant passport

photos

World Travel Service
Michigan

¢ Escorted tours

* Group tours
* Car rentals

Special Midnight Show
Friday & Sat.
“Rocky Horror
Picture Show™

45 E.LONG LAKE RD.
CALL 879-2030

R
all seats $2.50
Advanced ticker saie stans
a 7:00 Frday & Sa1.
Agv. sale good same day only 8

~Viay~ “Entertainment "'me)

SHOWCASE
CINEMAS

2300 SOUTH TELEGRAPH RD.
PONTIAC TELEPHONE 332-0231

spectacvlar television film.
They were searching =

for a star called

Earth, but first -

they had to'win, .

a gréat war.
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