Food for thought

Missionaries learn jungle lessons - |==

By TERESA BANAS

‘The rule of the jungle is this — if you
use your head, you keep your head. And
Warren and Mary Wiesner have been
doing just that for 14 years.

The Wiesners are missionaries work-
ing in the highlands of New Guinea, a
few hundred miles south of the equator.
Workiog in the country’s interior
brought them face to face with primi-
tive bush people whose traditional
practices may be hard to understand
for folks in developed countries.

Matter-of-factly, the Wiesners will
tell you that the peaple they worked
with have practiced cannibalism. How-
ever, the practice is not as prevalent
today as it once was, Occasionally, it
surfaces following a tribal war victory.

They added that the government
(once under Australian rule — the
country is independent today) has tried
to quell the practice to promote tour-
ism.

The Wiesners visited the Detroit sub-
urbs last week and said that in those 14
years, they have only “scratched the
surface” in helping the natives. In addi-
tion to bringing the Life of Christ, they
also provide food, medicine and educa-
tion. However, it was their reborn
Christianity, that originally prompted
their quest into the bush.

. MRS. AND MR. WIESNER plan to
return to New Guinea this summer, fol-
lowing a year’s leave.

" In that time, they have traveled the
country to recruit others, specifically
those who are skilled in medicine, edu-
cation and engineering.

While in town, the pair appeared
anxious to return, contrasting Michi-
gan's cool climate with the warm days
in New Guinea.

Asked why they have remamed over-

gs: “Like it — I don't. Love it — I

Wiesner said they are the first mis-
sionaries to settle in that part of New
Gulnea, which he officially named
Wagramatti on government maps. The
village is 200 miles into the interior,
west of the Pacific Ocean.

Mrs, Wiesner, 65, a teacher, said her
work began “from the ground up” in
teaching the natives to read, write,
count and spell. She concentrates on
“Pigeon English” in a country that has
some 700 different dialects and lan-
guages.

‘They also attempt to control diseases
such as malaria, leprosy, tuberculosis
and tropical ulcers with medicine sup-
plied by the government.

Thursday, June 7, 1979 (Ro-6C) (WhTSF)IA

POUNDS
in just
6 WEEKS

INVITATIONAL
ARTS & CRAFTS.SHOW

Wagramatti, they found that men and | at "Bna-lv J UNE 'Z.l 0
women slept in separate quarters. In
that area “there’s nothing lower thana | no ssoTs
woman,” he said. NODAUGS  {'\ -
NOCDM‘RICTSV‘

ORCHARD MALL |.
Orchard Lake Rd. at Mapie
West Bloomfield , 851-7727

N 2’}5}
SUMMER

ALE!

‘Their families sell women into mar-
riage at a young age or trade them for
goods and gifts. They added it's diffi-
cult to convince their families women
should be educated, although all this is
changing.
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‘Women are responsible for all gar-
dening. In some cases, they even live
with pigs, which are valued property.
Women are expected to nurse them as
children. This is a practice the Wiesner
attempt to discourage, if only for the
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Their diets includes kau kau, a sweet
potato, jungle mushrooms, corn, peas

M)sslnnanes Warren and Mary Wiesner (Staﬁ pholo by Art Emanuel)

Acceptance came slowly, they said.
“In 14 years we've just begun to in-
¢ fluence them,” Wiesner, 58, said. “They
want us, they like us, But if they could
get the same thing without us (refer-
ring to medicine and education), they'd
tell us to go.”

Wiesner describes the natives as
fearful people who have a respect for
strength. They have no tolerance for
weakness or fear and their language
has “no words for kindness, and con-
cern. .

“I taught them a story of Judas and
Jesus and guess who they liked. Well,
the question iteslf will tell you —
Judas, It's treachery.”

However, they added that safety is
“no problem” unless there's a tribal
uprising.

The natives are small, with the tall-
est reaching five feet seven inches.
Their clothing is slight, but appropriate
to the warm climate. Ornamentation
ranges from dried grasses, animal
bones, shells and feathers. Women
wear bat wing bones pierced through
their noses.

According to Mrs. ‘Wiesner, helpful-
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and beans. Meat is found in wild pigs,
tree kangaroos and emu.

ness is a way of life. “It's a payback
system,” she said.

‘Tact is also unknown in their culture.
“They're homest in their form' of
speech,” he said. “They're very outspo-

THE WIESNERS, who have no chil-
dren of their own, said they may stay in
New Guinea for another 10 years.
Weisner works as a non-denomination-
al minister. He was ordained in the
Episcopal Church at the age of 30. It
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with tray drawers,
nightstand, and a door chest
complete with shelves and
partitions. Vanessa was’
made to sell for $2195 but
you can purchase it now at
Gorman’s for just $1695. Or
have it with king size bed
for just $100 more. Fither
way, that’s a savings of
$500. But hurry, there are
only 12 in stock so don'’t
sleep on it too long.
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At just $1695, a value like
Vanessa may seem like a
bedtime story. But with its
Classic Italian styling, this all
fruitwood bedroom
ensemble is crafted as only
Drexel can. It includes a big
60” wide queen. size bed,
wall mirror, 70" triple dresser




