14B{0)

By JULIE BROWN

A shopping mall may seem like an
unlikely place for live theater, but
Troy’s Oakland Mall will be just the
place for it this week.

“As I began to look at shopping cen-
ters, they were becoming more than
just a place to shop,” said Henry K.
Martin, director and producer of the
Actor’s Trunk Co. The company has
staged children’s theater at the mall
since 1974, and will present “Rumpel-
stiltskin" on Friday, Saturday, and Sun-

day June 22-24 at 1 and 3 p.m. daily.

“We did the first program based on a
Middle Ages concept” Martin said.
“People came to the marketplace to
see secular performances. I came to
the promotion director and said I'd like
an opportunity to do theater in the
mall.”

‘The theater company staged its first
production, “Jack and the Beanstalk,”
at the mall in 1974, Since then, “Beauty
and the Beast,” “The Emperor’s New
Clothes,” and “Snow White and the Sev-
en Dwarfs” have been produced.
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‘Rumpelstiltskin’ producer lets down his hair

“I WANT TO bring theater to as
many children as possible,” Martin
said. “Our success is keyed on one
premise — our audience is children,
and we do it the way they want to see
it, not the way adults think they want
toseeit.

“You can tell, if children start look-
ing at the ceiling and moving around,
you knaw you're losing them.”

Martin is the artistic director of Hen-
ry K. Martin Productions, Lathrup Vil-
lage, and has produced industrial films
and directed business theatrical pro-
ductions. His wife, Dr. Sue Martin, is
associate producer of the production
company and a dramatics professor at
the University of Windsor. The Martins
live in Birmingham.

“Children are a product of TV,” Mar-
tin said. “In our theater, I wanted to
make it participatory. Children do not
watch theater as adults do. Children
know the story, but they want to see it
happen and participate.”

Martin added that five of the dwarfs
in the mall production of “Snow White"

were played by children from the audi-
ence.

THE THEATER company has tra-
veled to cities in the United States and
Canada, including Phoenix, Houston,
Dallas, Fort Worth, Kansas City, and
Toronto. Martin said the troupe is in
the process of developing a bilingual
program to travel to French speaking
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“We also have a Shakespeare for
children program in Canada,” Martin
said. “Shakespeare is in it himself, and
he greets them and takes them through
the play. We're gearing it for their age
category.”

Martin said that he is pleased with
the success of the Shakespeare pro-
gram, and is especially flattered when

school groups from Stratford, Ont.,
come to the performance.

‘The actors who appear in the Actor's
Trunk i i “

than 100 people will see each perform-
ance at the mall.

“A lot of customers who shop at the
malt are moti to come specifical:

met them at auditions and such,” Mar-

tin said. He added that Linda Hart, a

local actress who appeared in “Lady-

house Blues” at the Birmingham The-

;iter, will perform in “Rumpelstilts-
n.” N

“The main thing about the program
here is the aura created by children
laughing in a mall,” Martin said.
“We're demonstrating to them what an
actor does. An actor assumes the char-
acteristics of a totally different
character.”

MARTIN ESTIMATED that more

‘ly to participate in the program,” Mar-

tin said. “T think it bears out that today
there is so little for kids, that people
who normally would take their busi-
ness to another mall bring their busi-
ness and kids here.” C

Martin advised parents to bring their
families to the show. “Bring your
children,” he said, “but don't come. t&
see the play, come 10 see your children.

“1 sometimes feel we're trying. to
make our children become young
adults too soon,” he said. “Let them be
kids. Fantasy is a great place for
them.” "
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DARB LAKE Privileges enhance 1977
Colonial on private setting. Large
foyer, fuil brick wall fireplace in family
room, microwave kitchen, central air,
intercom highlight immaculate interi-

PRIVACY in the hilly country side of

Franklin. Spacious ranch has walk-

out recreation room, beautiful deck

and heated pool. Plus 3 big bedrooms

and Suite, 3 fireplaces any
88,800.

26-9100.

HILLTOP RETREAT offers.
views. Magniticent 1977 Colonial with
library off master suite, wet bar in
fireplaced family room, plus central
air, burglar alarm. 626-9100. $179,900.

lovely

-or. 851-8100. $149,800.

POTOMAC GREEN. Spacious 5§ bed-
room home is bright and cheery with

fam-

p decor. Big fi
ilay room,
mediate Possession.
$128,300.

new deck, cen:ral air. Im- -
626-9100.

§57-6700, $124,900.

LATHRUP VILLAGE presents this
magnificent 4 bedroom, 3 bath home
in top neighborhood. Fireplaces in liv-
ing and family rooms, tree-form pool.
On double corner lot with trees.

SOUTHERN CHARM and size in this
palatial Colonial. Library or fifth bed-
room, fireplaced family room. Central
air, sharp contemporary decor, prime
neutral carpeting. 851-8100. $119,500.

o

0w available in a wide range of
colors and styles. s

$1 00 to $250' per sq. yd.

20,000 sq. yds. now available
Length up to 200" long

DONALD E. McNABB CO.

22150 W. 8 Mile Rd. (W. of Lahser) 357-2626
Hours: Mon.-Thurs, 8-5 Friday 9-9 Sat. 8 a.m. til noon
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plus

accessories:
Don Thomas ndbags,

g belts,
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Blrmingham626-9500
93010 530, Trors. & Fri. 11§ ete.
18100, To Wed & Sa1, 10106
09, Tuss.. Wed. & Sat, 1010
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2637 sq. ft. of decorator perfection!
Ceramic in foyer and kitchen, library, °
fireplaced family room, 4 bedrooms
(27'x14’ master), garden patio. Top
Rochester area. 651-8850. $123,900.

N X s -0
Ni in 1978, Beige, brown and rust
tones throughout big 4 bedroom
home (25'x15' master), Fireplaced
family room, other fine features.
Ready for occupancy. 626-9100.
$117,900.

LOVELY GROUNDS with circle drive
and fenced yard highlight this trim
West Bloomfield Colonial. Fireplace
warms family room. Side entrance ga-
rage has openers. Recently listed.
626-9100. $109,900.

G
BLOOMFIELD HILLS. Popular area of-
fers 4 bedroom, 2% bath home with
fireplaced family'room, attic fan. Lo-
cated on half acre of pure natural
beauty. 647-5100. $97,500.

CRANBROOK VILLAGE and Birming-
ham schools greatly enhance spa-
cious 4 bedroom Colonial. As does
great open plan on first floor with fire-
placed family room. Central air.
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ENJOY large wood deck and patios
this summer. And this 4 bedrocom
quad-level with 25'x14' fireplaced
family room all year long. On 100'x 150"
lotin Rochester. 651-8850. $98,500.
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BEAUTIFULLY DECORATED Lathrup
Village home features formal living .
and dining rooms, kitchen with break-
fast area, family room with fireplace
and central air for “Those Good Ole
Summer Days". 557-6700. $91,900.

NEAT AS A PIN describes this fantas-
tic. tri-level in prestigious Southfield
3ord fire-
placed family room, lovely living and
dining rooms plus much more! *
557-6700. $84,900.

ATTRACTIVE SOUTHFIELD COLONI-
AL features 3 spacious bedrooms, 1%
baths, lovely fireplaced family room,
formal living ‘room, finished base-
ment, central air and much morel
557-6700. $78,800.
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