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Over open meetings act

‘Bibeau embroiled in legal spat

* By JUDITH BERNE

available to the public at a reasonable

-estimated cost for printing and

" A resident’s complaint has prompted
West Bloomfield Township government

to come up with a broader interpreta- .

tion of the state Open Meetings Act.

Copies of proposed minutes from
meetings of township public bodies will "
be available to residents under the new
poliey.

Previously, minutes were available
for inspection at township offices, but
township officials refused to make cop-
ies available until the minutes were ap-
proved by trustees, according to past
practice.

The new ruling is the result of a legal
complaint sworn out June 15 against
the West Bloomfield Parks and Recre-
ation Commission by Donald Eby.

Eby charged he was repeatedly
turned down in attempts o obtain cop-
ies of minutes of the commission’s May
24 meeting, which he said is in viela-
tion of Section 9, paragraph three of
the Open Meetings Act.

Paragraph three states: “Proposed
minutes shall be available for public
inspection not more than 8 business
days after the meeting to which the
minutes refer. Approved minutes shall
be available for public inspection not
later than 5 business days after the
meeting at which the minutes are ap-
proved by the public body.”

Further, paragraph two of Section'9
states that “Copies of minutes shall be

copying” It does not distinguish be-
tween approved and pmposedmmuta

The West Bloomfield Parks and Rec-
reation. Commission. meets twice a
month, but is empowered to approve
minutes only on a monthly basis.

Eby said he was representing the
West Bloomfield Homeowners Associa-
tion, which wanted to review minutes
of a parks commission public hearing
and business meeting at which the pro-
posed transfer of Bloomer Park from
state to township hands was reviewed.

The homeowners' group, which calls
itself the official representative of
West Bloomfield residents, has taken a
stand against township acquisition of
the park. :

WEST BLOOMFIELD Parks and
Recreation Director Michael Teichman
and his administrative aide, Sally
Pierce, initially refused to allow coples
of the proposed minutes out of the
parks department’s Drake House head-
quarters.

Ms. Pierce said they were acting ac-
cording to past practice. A fact sheet
put ont by township attorney Paul, Bi-
beau shortly after the Open Meetings
Act was signed by Gov. William Millik-
en on Oct. 5, 1976 did not address the
question of proposed minutes, accord-
ing to Teichman.

U.S. Solicitor General

will speak June 27

Judge Wade McCree Jr., solicitor
general of the United States, and one of
Michigan’s most distinguished jurists,
will address a group of attorneys, ac-
countants and life underwriters at 8
p.m. Wednesday, June 27.

Judge McCree will appear at a meet-
ing under the auspices of Bnai Brith In-
ternational at Congregation Adat
Shalom, 29901 Middlebelt in Farming-
ton Hills.

McCree's career has included service
on the Michigan Circuit Court from
1954-1961, the U. S. District Court from
1961-1966, and the U. S. Court of
Appeals. He- held the latter position
from 1966 until his appointment as so-
licltor general in 1977.

He will speak on a topic of current
interest to the legal profession.

The program will also focus e
growth of Boai Brith's legacy de
ment and endowment program. - -*

Maleolm Fromberg, prominent-at-
torney and international Bnai Brith
leader from Miami, will chair the dis-
cussion, which will include tax Jaw and
estate planning.

A professional panel will respond to
questions from the floor.

Ernest Shaw and Jeffrey Kravitz are
co-chairmen of the Legacy Dévelop-
ment Program. Louis Weber is chair-
man’ of the Bnai Brith Foundation
Committee, and Ralph Miller is presi-
dent of the Bnai Brith Council.

Anyone interested in attending the-

meetying must respond :by Monday,
June 25, to the Bnai Brith Foundation,
21711 10 Mile in Southfield or call 354-
6100.
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Past practice made proposed min-
utes available for Kn:pee]:iun, but could
not be taken out of the office. Township
Supervisor John Doherty initially con-
girmed that position, according fo Ms.

erce. -

“I never thought minutes were min-
utes until we approved them,” Doherty
said. He added that he thought minutes
“were the mere jottings of a clerk until
they are approved.”.

“Sometimes there are substantive
changes (between approved and pro-
posed minutes) Tike the difference be-
tween a yes or a no vote,” Doherty said.

A further check with Bibeau Ted to
the new ruling that coples of proposed
minutes may be released upon request
as long as they are plainly marked

roposed.”

Ms, Pierce sald that Eby received a
copy of the minutes with “unapproved”
written in red across it. Eby also
received a letter of apology from
Parks Commission Chairman Dick
Richards.

Richards assumed résponsibility for
the chain of events, telling Eby that
Teichman and Ms. Pierce had acted in
terms of the commission’s understand-

43rd ANNIV

l:g of this section of the Open Meetings
ct.

"Since the act was passed there has
never been an occasion where the prac-
tice has been challenged” Richards
said.

“Since your complaint, the township
attorney agrees practice of both bodies
has been incorrect,” he added. Bibean
is also attorney for Farmington Hills.

“I GUESS I stirred up a hornet's
nest,” said Eby, who has challenged
Doherty twice for the township super-
visor’s post.

In view of the turnaround, Eby and
his homeowners group plar ne further
action on the complaint “based on the
fact it doesn’t happen again.”

He attacked Bibeau for allowing the
past practice “which was not in accor-
dance with the law. They (the govern-
mental units) were led down the wrong
path,” Eby added.

“It is not the intention to upset any
units of government,” Eby said. “If
anything was accomplished, the units
of government are more aware of the
Open Meetings Act.”
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ERSARY SPECIAL

Join Vic Tanny now during this special anniversary offer. Enjoy fitness
and good health with the outstanding facilities and trained instructors
that have set the standard of the health club field since 1936.

2 years for the ice of the first year alone

M'en..‘Wor.nen Join our Bloomfjeld Executive Club now and get 2
years of regular membership for the price of the first year alone. .

Offer expires July 31, 1979

VIC TANNY BLOOMFIEL
EXECUTIVE HEALTH & RACQUET CLUB

6420 Telegraph Rd. at Maple Rd.
Men...Women call now 855-2300

W. Bloomfield
661-2000 Ext. 180,181




