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H Rocky (Sylvester Stallone) gets in shape to fight the

H champ again, with assistance from. his aging manager

H Micky (Burgess Meredith) and trainer (Stuart K. Robinson),

;: LOUISE SNIDER
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Little excitement

.~ in ‘Rocky’ sequel

in OCRY  seque

: . . h

. except for finis

' P;edlclahly, Sylvester Stallone returns as the over-the-hill boxer

(PG).

M With him are all the principals who gave him tremendous support
B in the first film. These include Talia Shire, now as his wife Andrea; Burt
‘Young as his brother-in-law; Burgess Meredith as his manager and train-

er; and Carl Weathers as Apollo Creed, his formidable opponent.

“Rocky 11" picks up at the conclusion of the first 15-round battle
between the heavyweight champ (Weathers) and the Italian Stallion
{Stallone) and proceeds for an hour and one-half that is rough, if not

Rocky Balboa who has a second shot at the championship in ‘Rocky 1I”

By ETHEL SIMMONS

Teachers pursues
own dream, at last

Many former students of Gene Bran-
strom, Seaholm High School vocal mu-
sic teacher, have gone on to careers in
show business. Two of them were fea-
tured in Thursday's Entertainment sec-
tion in The Observer & Eccentric.

In addition to a story about Ellen
Maxted, who is opening in a pre-Broad-
way comedy at the Star Theatre of
Flint, and Bill Spinning, who is starring
in a musical revue in Reno, the enter-
tainment pages also hada story Thurs-
day about 2 brand-new musical revue
“The Best of the Best.”

Gene Branstrom figures in all these

* stories. Both Ellen Maxted and Bill

Spinning are among his former stu-
dents. Branstrom still keeps in touch
with Spinning.

“In fact, I just talked with Bill by
phone this morning, when he called me
from Reno,” Branstrom said Friday
morning. '

“T once gave Bill a voice lesson over
the phone.” He hastily pointed out, “I'm
not officially Bill's coach, but when
he’s in town he may take a voice lesson
from me.”

HE RECALLS Ellen Maxted, who
was in the choir at Seaholm. “I'm real-
Iy pleased for them,” he said.

Now Branstrom is pursuing his own
dream, with “The Best of the Best,” a
new musical revué he and his partner
Richard Snee are showcasing at Vitto-
rio’s in Livonia.

“I've been wanting to do this for
many years,” Branstrom said. of the
Branstrom-Snee production. The two
men have invited agents to see the
hour-long  showcase, which features
music by Irving Berlin, George Ger-
shwin and Cole Porter.

Ethnic
groups

Branstrom-Snee hopes than'an agent
will book the revue at a metropolitan
Detroit location. “This is the first of a
series of revues,” Branstrom said.
“We've got ideas for other things.”

He said “The Best of the Best” will
be presented “in a cabaret-type of situ-
ation that is functioning very well in
New York and Los Angeles. There's
nothing much like it here.

“We've got dinner theater, but peo-
ple may not want dinner.”

VITTORIO'S, which has its own din-
ner theater on weekends, is opening its
restaurant to Branstrom-Snee especial-
ly for “The Best of the Best” at 8 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday, June 27 and
28.

Branstrom said the showcase will be
priced at $6 “to pay our people and
cover our expenses.” Cocktails may be
purchased before, during and after the
show. The only food sold will be pizza,
which you can order before the show,
to be served afterward.

“It’s like a premiere,” Branstrom
said. “It’s our coming out, to let every-
bedy know we do have a show.” Atten-

dance is by reservation only; call Bran- .

strom at 642-3831 if you wish to attend.
“This first show is geared to an older
audience,” he said. “Our plans for the
future are to do things that appeal to
all audiences. We hope to work into a
situation to give two shows a night.”
Both Branstrom and Snee are direct-
ing, and Branstrom is the vocal music
director. Snee is a former Birmingham
resident and a former student of Bran-
strom. Other former students are cast
member Alan Brown; local dancer
Fred Caducio {(who was in the cheir),

. ”_)

choreographer; and Bill Swayze, the
group's arranger.

BESIDES BROWN and Snee, the cast
includes “Rose,” a New York perform-
er who goes by her first name only.
Rose and Snee worked together at din-
ner theater in Pennsylvania.

The cast has been rehearsing in the
basement of Branstrom’s home in Bev-
erly Hills. A family man, Branstrom
and his wife have six sons, the oldest
17, who just graduated from Seaholm,
and the youngest 18 months.

Donna Watton, who is with the Musi-
cana singers in Florida, is another for-
mer student of Branstrom who has
gone on tg a professional musical

career,

“Many of my former students have
continued music in one way or another.
Many have become music teachers. 4
lot of them keep in contact, when they
80 to college, and take lessons to keep
inshape.”

Branstrom also has been involved
with Seaholm student musicals for
eight years. He has seen the shows
grow from three performances with
“South Pacific” to seven performances
with “Sound of Music” last April.

Looking forward to his own musical
revue, Branstrom said, “A crowd
would really help us, for moral sup-
port, too. Somehow I have to figure out
how to do this and continue to teach!”

Folkiale
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Cranbrook’s Scandina-
vian heritage of Saarinen
architecture and Milles
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an international festival
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only a few of the na-
tionalities which will be

rocky. represented at this year’s
. The charisma of the Stallone and Rocky the i Ethnic Fes-
H novely of speech and action and the imaginative episodes which vitalized tival as part of the activi-

the original {such as Rocky running beside Andrea at the ice-skating

rink) are dulled or absent in the sequel.

‘The major portion of this film is an object lesson (not without merit,
just without sparkle) on how tough it is to get a good job without a high
school diploma. Rocky, as befits this simple-minded character, freely

. spends his winnings from the championship fight. A new home, car,
' clothes and jewelry quickly bust his bank account. Big Rocky is out of

cash just when there is a little Rocky.on the way.

B The opportunity of big bucks from television commercials fades ’
' when Rocky blows his lines because he can barely read. What's a fella to

do?

Rocky’s reduced to pushing a broom, emptying spit buckets at the
gym and praying a lot. He may be down on his luck, but he still has his

sweet nature, his religion and his family.

: Incidentally, the little slugger, a preeemie, was born with well-devel-

oped facial features and a head of hair that would stop a lawn mower.

the big fight.

power to grab an audience and evoke cheérs and applause,

alot safer.

The sweat-stained soap opera sudses on: Rocky down to the lower
depths; Rocky agonizing over his sick wife, Rocky with impaired vision,
yet ready to risk his sight in a rematch; Rocky overcome with religious
zeal; and finally, the old Rocky we recognize — training once again for

The last 40 minutes of “Rocky 1I” are the audience’s reward for
patience. Apollo and Rocky slug it out in the ring in a stirring, exciting
spectacle of raw force and courage. As before, it’s a sequence with the

But high school dropouls note, it’s less painfut to learn to read, and
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NEW RELEASES

terrorizes the crew of a space ship.

rascally robbers in their salad days.

“Night of the Living Dead.”

affected by the Vietnam war.

exciting as watching bowling on TV,

ALIEN (R). Hair-raising, sci-fi horror film about alien life form that

BUTCH AND SUNDANCE: THE EARLY DAYS (PG). “Prequel” to the
successful hit. Tom Berger and William Katt are paired' off as the

DAWN OF THE DEAD (Unrated).'George Romero’s zombies are the
ultimate consumers in this gory, satirical sequel to his cult classic

THE DEER, HUNTER (R). An emotionally gripping and violent film
about the lives of three friends from a small steel town as they are

THE DREAMER (PG). Bowling version of the “Rocky” story. About as
THE FIFTH MUSKETEER (PG). Your average swashbuckling tale with

ties of the 1979 Detroit-
Windsor _International
Freedom Festival.

In all, 26 nationalities
will participate in the In-
ternational Ethnic Festi-
val, Friday, "June 29-
Wednesday, July 4, in the
Philip A. Hart Memorial
Plaza on the Detroit
riverfront (at the foot of
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Lantonese & American Food
Japanese Steakhouse
® Exotic Cocktails ®
A CARRY.0UTS 0N OAINESE £00D
Jatanese Lunenegn11-2
Japanese Divnar 8.9 32
FraSal W1030pm
Coseaontay

Woodward . at Jefferson
Avenue).

The i Eth-
nic Festival will feature
the foods from each of
thh 26 participating
nationalities, as well as a
wide assortment of crafts
and gifts representative
of each ethnic group.
Continuous entertain-
ment will be provided
free of charge in the
Plaza’s arnphitheater.

The official joint open-
ing ceremonies for the In-

Pecarls
‘Garden

469 S. Woodward, B‘ham.

the Finest in Chinese
& American Cuisine

644-2913

~Thuss. 11-10 pan. » Fel 11-T1pan.
at. 12-11p.m. < Sin. 12-10p.m.

ternational Freedom Fes-
tival and the Internation-
al Ethnic Festival will
take place on Friday,
June 29 at 6 pm in th
Hart Plaza. .

A SPECIAL Fourth of
July program is planned
as part of the Interna-
tional Ethnic Festival
activities. At 11 am. in_|
the Hart Plaza, Federal
District Judge Cornelia
Kennedy will officiate at
the swearing-in ceremo-
ny for new United States
citizens, while the color
guard raises the Ameri-
can flag in honor of Inde-
pendence Day.
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Wayne State Universi-
ty Prof. Harold Arnoldi
will direct his 100-piece
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REMEMBER AGAIN
TONIGHT.

W

A Grent Restaurant In The Plymouth Hliton, 5 Mile & Northvills Foads, 4594500

=

INTRODUCING THE

INFLATION FIGHTER:

=

“Summer Band,” com-
heroes, villains and court intrigue. Bean Bridges deftly handles dual ~  posed of the tri-county’s [ B
* role as nasty king and his noble twin. : outstanding student musi- | , X
HAIR (G). The counter culture musical of the '60s, directed by Milos - cians, TN
Forman, comes to the screen with amazing vitality and musical ener- The International Eth-
gy — if a decade late. . nic Festival is part of the
: THE IN-LAWS (PG). Comedy with Peter Falk and Alan Arkin 2s the city of Detroit's summer (| qvo ) £2b Tons fours
+ near-relatives who not only plan a robbery but a couplé of safe-crack- elrllmi'c festivals progrs'j:lll. to . .
H ing jobs as well. which is now in its 1
§THELAST EMBRACE (@) Biare tnsoniled mysery i splisly  yea. The 1978 Inarna- MAINLAND CHINAN!
H filmed, but burdened with hopelessly complicated plot. nal nic Festival is “ont R y hai-Pekin e
i THE LAST WAVE (PG). Offbeat myslery from Australia when lawyer  being presented by the o’“g‘,‘;? 32:3 ia::g',::fii'l:gg:"""
P et Chomberiah) eacounters thevocul as bt delves ntpaborly: . Intornational | Lustitute Y s ngsn g Prime Rib - Frash Fish - Teriyaki Chicken <
' ine culture. and the Cenf usiness A n ; - N
HEY LITTLE ROMANCE (PG). Two talented young acors, Diane Lan and Distrie Asscition, Pt tacude A foe fum Detoitc Arcommoditions Dinners include selod, breod o0y o ©f bebed potato,
B ‘Thelonios Bernard, in fresh, lighthea: ove story set in Paris, Vero- e International - ; A N ay thro Thursday, 5 .
; paand Venice, s A g4 ic Festival will bs open: gl.*ll. “EZ, %u,‘wl_ Al st Sunday, Noon to aphg: I:::yn':r Y mwio‘l’ﬂ:w y, 5107 pm.
i LOVE AT FIRST BITE (PG). Dracula goes disco dancing in funny, ¢on- Friday, June 29 ransfrs: Sihtining; .
3 temporary version with George Hamilton. . noon-i1 p.m. Diposit: $300.00 by Jane 28 Limitad mambee of seats
5 MANHATTAN (R). The inhabitants are somewhat frayed, but the Big Saturday, June 30 availubll! .
H Apple looks glorious in Woody Alllen's witty peek at the pairings and noon-11 pm.
N partings among New York literati. Sunday, July 1 _— uﬂm‘m
1 NORMA RAE (PG). Sally Field is outstanding in contemporary story of noon-11 p.m. P "f Jluxs P op <
H union organizing activities in southern textile nills. . Monday, July 2 r ‘ TOW]
: - - , MOVIE RATING GUIDE Zoon-1i pm. . efan | —ﬁw = S
}. _Po_Trena Catae g Al e st ot o, Travel D
[} ‘arental lance suggested. All ages a e noon-11 p.m. . i Troy, 689- faen, 574.9440
& ™R Rétricted. Adult must accompany person under 18, Wednesday, July 4 | \__30 & Mhple Biminghan ¢/ FermingionHis,476-533
° X Nooneunder 18 admitted. . noon-11p.m. . S
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