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LOUVISE SNIDER

Kermit the F rog,
Muppet friends
should tickle you

You have to love a frog who won't cause warts.

That's Kermit, star of “The Muppet Movie” (G). The whole gang —
Kermit the Frog, Fozzie Bear, Miss Piggy — appear along with more
than a dozen live performers who make cameo appearances.

However, none of the latter outshines any of creator Jim Henson's
colorful muppet characters. With their rare combination of innocence
and sophistication, pratfalls and parody, they possess a universal appeal
that transcends boundaries of age and nationality.

Low puns and sight gags proliferate, but they are peppered with doses
of sly humor to tickle the funny bones of older muppet admiriers. An

. early demonstration of this occurs whn Dom DeLuise, a Hollywood agent
lost while paddling around in a swamp, says to Kermit, “T've lost my
sense of direction,” and Kermit replies, “Have you tried Hare Krishna?"

THERE'S A BIT of everything in this film; it's practically an antholo-
gy for. movie buffs who will detect referencestoa variety of both innova-
tive and stock movie situations from “High Noon” to “Close
Encounters.”

‘There is even a lyrical episode in which the lovestruck couple, Kermit
and Miss Piggy, are shown gamboling about in a series of images that
recalls every montage of frolicking young lovers we've seen since Tony
Richardson directed such a sequence in “Tom Jones.”

‘The story itself falls somewhat between the Beatles' shenanigans and
the Crosby-Hope “road” pictures. Kermit is on his way to Hollywood to
become a star. On route, he falls in love, acquires a number of compan-
ions and encounters one very dastardly enemy, Dr. Hopper (Charles
Durning).

Hopper owns a chain of fast food restaurants specializing in frog legs:
He wants Kermit for commercials, but the frog would rather croak.
Well, actually, he’d rather get to Hollwood and sign 2 “standard rich and
famous contract.”

KERMIT NEEDS all the support of his muppet chums to evade
Hopper and, for that matter, most of the other humans he meets. Among
them are Mel Brooks as a mad Nazi scientist who says he always sleeps
well at night when he knows he’s “caused a little pain in the afternoon,”
and Steve Martin as a sneering waiter in lederhosen.

Lest the audience go on a laughing jag, there are some surprisingly
turgid musical numbers by Paul Williams, who also appears briefly in
the film, and Kenny Ascher. If the idea was to lull everyone to sleep, it
works.

Aside from these literally show-stopping tunes, “The Muppet Movie”
is, as one character said before the blast, “dynamite.”

Glimpses |

Tom Berenger is Butch Cassidy in “Butch and Sundance:
The Early Years.”

* NEW RELEASES

ALIEN (R). Hair-raising, sci-fi horror film about alien life form that
terrorizes the crew of a space ship. -

BLOODLINE (R). Relatives trying to bump off pharmaceuticl heiress
constitute a bitter pill in placebo version of Sydney Sheldon's best
seller.

BUTCH AND SUNDANCE: THE EARLY DAYS (PG). “Pre-quel” to the
suceessful hit. Tom Berger and William Katt are paired off as the
rascally robbers in their salad days.

THE DEER HUNTER (R). An emotionally gripping dnd violent film
about the lives of three friends from a small steel town as they are
affected by the Vietnam war.

ESCAPE FROM ALCATRAZ (PG). Clint Eastwod and director Don
Siegel team up again to create a tense, taut drama from the conven-
tions of the prison-escape film.

‘THE FIFTH MUSKETEER (PG). Your average swashbuckling tale with
heroes, villains and court intrigue. Beau Bridges deftly handles dual
role as nasty king and his noble twin.

HAIR (G). The counter culture musical of the '60s, directed by Milos
Forman, comes to the screen with amazing vitality and musical ener-
gy — if a decade late. .

THE IN-LAWS (PG). Hilarious comedy with Peter Falk and Alan Arkin
as near-relatives who not only plan a wedding but ripoff the U. S.

Mint.

THE LAST EMBRACE (R). Bizarre, tension-filled mystery is stylishly
filmed, but burdened with hopelessly complicated plot.

THE LAST WAVE (PG). Offbeat mystery from Australiz when lawyer
(Richard Chamberlain) encounters the occult as he delves into aborig-
ine culture.

LOST AND FOUND (PG). George Segal and Glenda Jackson are paired
agaln in romantic comedy about a “fractured” couple who meet in
the Swiss Alps and decide to yodel on through Vife together.

LOVE AT FIRST BITE (PG). Dracula goes disco dancing In funny, con-
temporary version with George Hamilton.

T heater changes pace nicely

By HELEN ZUCKER

Everything is new at Somerset Din-
ner Theater this summer.

“Good Time Revue, A Musical
Memory,” is an original script by Rob-
ert Casemore, the singers are fresh and
very lively, and the menu, created by a
new chef at Alfreds, is varied and
excellent.

The buffet (all you can eat) includes
eight kinds of salad, sweet and sour
pork, tender barbecued chicken, an es-
pecially good beef brisket stuffed with
mushrooms, pilaf, creamed corn, rolls,
cheesecake and coffee.

Somerset is the home of Detroit's
original dinner theater, and producer
Jimmy Launce, a veteran of this grow-
ing phenomenon, is bold enough to take
chances on new talent. Launce's leap
from sure winners such as Neil Simon
and Bill Manhoff is, in this case, a for-
tunate one.

“GOOD TIME REVUE" is at ence a
swift, pleasant reminder of what
America was like at the turn of the
century, and a vehicle for good voices.

The show uses a loose Reader’s The-
ater format: Minimal props, sharp,
bright costumes slipped on and off over
black leotards and extremely effective
slides. The actor-singers involved don't
need anything else. Their voices carry
the material easily. B

Fred Buchalter exudes intelligence
plus a “nice guy” feeling whenever he
steps onstage. He moves easily from
narrator to singer. But character act-
ing is Buchalter's forte.

He is especially good playing Fidel

. Review

Castro in an amusing sketch that traces
Castro’s career from its beginnings to
its possible conclusion; ie. “as the
maker of those convertible sofas is how
maybe I wiil go down in history?” He
has Fidel's accent down to the last syl-
lable.

Jeanine Head has a clear voice, a
nice sense of timing and she is especial-
ly gifted at playing frustrated girls.
Her expression when backing away
from the Wright brother’s “mad inven-
tion that will never amount to
anything,” and her scream at the end of
a sketch tracing the rise of telephone
service: “I've been on hold all my life!”
are wonderful.

MS. HEAD'S scream is right on the
beat-and I'think that time and experi-
ence will turn this gifted singer into a
seasoned actress. Ms. Head was espe-
cially effective as the Sweetheart of
Sigma Chi; she gave a sweet rendition
of “When Irish Eyes Are Smiling.”

Eric Jones has stage presence and a
mobile, good-looking face. Jones got
better and better as the evening pro-
gressed. He has a good, strong voice.

He was a definite asset in creating
the kind of old movie house feeling the
revue aimed for, involving the audi-
ence in “follow-the-bouncing-ball” par-
ticipation numbers.

A good part of the audience hummed

Mel Lewis plays
P’Jazz bandstand

The superb basic “swing” beat jazz
of Mel Lewis, and the varied pop and
jazz melodies of Stanley Turrentine,
will be featured at Chuck Muer's
P'Jazz at the Hotel Ponchartrain Mon-
day and Wednesday, July 9 and 11.

Stanley Turrentine's style now fea-
tures sweet-sounding buck-up voices,
as well as the melotron, an instrument
giving him an electronic violin sound.

He is considered a crossover artist;
one who has been able to successfully
add upbeat jazz and conga rhythms to
his sound.

He has captured an audience of new-
er jazz enthusiasts and was named the
Jazz Man of the Year in Billboard Mag-
azine in 1975. His record, “Pieces of
Dreams,” also captured top honors as
the “Best Jazz Album” that year.

THE TURRENTINE show on July 9
begins at 6:30 p.m. Tickets include gen-
eral admission seats and reserved.

Mel Lewis and his Orchestra will
continue his tradition of playing “a few
dozen comfortable items” of jazz each
show, without ever repeating the same
rendition.

Concerts

Lewis over the years has backed up
all the big names, like Gerry Mulligan,
Dizzy Gillespie, Thad Jones, Mel
Torme, Peggy Lee and Frank Sinatra.
He is faithful to the old style of jazz,
feeling that “it must swing to keep the
public interested.”

The Mel Lewis July 1 concert'begins
at 6 pm. Tickets are available for gen-
eral admission and reserved seats,

Advanced reserved seat tickets can b
purchased through the P'Jazz ticket
office, located on'the 25th floor of the
Hotel Ponchartrain (telephone 965-
0200). Ticket office hours are 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. Monday-Friday. General admis-
sion tickets are sold at the door begin-
ning at 5 p.m., prior to the concert.

along or sang outright whenever mem-
orable golden oldies cropped up.

Debra Lamb is sheer talent. Ms.
Lamb is one of the best trained sopra-
nos I have heard in years. Her acting
abilities are right up there with her in-
credible voice. The best number in the
revue — Ms. Lamb's Chaplin imitation
— is magic. This girl deserves a revue
of her own; she could carry an evening
with no problem. Ms. Lamb's rendition
of “After You've Gone" was stunning.

Spunky Penny Masouris has marvel-
ous comic timing and the most expres-
sive face in Michigan. Ms. Masouris
sparks the show with her electric pres-
ence.

“WONT YOU Come Home, Bill
Bailey,” sung by Ms. Masouris as she
vamped her way through a Mae West
imitation, was one of the high notes of
the evening. Ms. Masouris exudes
enough energy to light up Madison
i]uare Garden. Her dancing is as lively

her singing.

Benjamin G. Wheeler pulled off an
incredible rendition of “Mammy.”
Wheeler didn't play a hammy Al Jol-
son; he managed to make the number a
creation all his own — quite a feat.

Wheeler is 2 very gifted actor, singer
and dancer. I had the feeling that
Wheeler had the potential to do roles of
great depth and breadth, and I hope the
opportunity comes his way.

Wheeler has been performing since
age 4, and his expertise and talent were
evident in everything he did. He moves
beautifully, and has the range to pull

off an Eddie Cantor routine in three
seconds flaty, then turn into a straight’
narrator, or a cheerful fellow belting
out “After the Ball.”

Much of the credit for this successful
revue goes to Joseph A. Mathia, the pi-
ano player who was sole accompanist
to the entire cast. Mathia had one solo,
and it was nice to hear that 1916 clas-
sic, “Jelly Roll Blues” played live.

MATHIA KEPT modestly in the
background for the most part. I rot for
occastonal funny slides such as “Please
Feed the Piano Player, ” and “Den’t
Shoot the Piano Player,” the audience
would never have noticed the piano off-
stage in a dark corner.

Jack G. Grulke's lighting was terrif-
ic. Gruike acted as assistant director as
well. Robert Casemore directed his
own revue and the show has a nice
tightness, a feeling of cohesion.

Launce thought up the idea for the
revue, and Kathryn L. Sutton, a gifted
director who has served as Launce’s
co-producer on many other produc-
tions, has once again seen that every-
thing is in working order. The details
that make for professional theatre
have been attended to.

Choreography by Nira Pullin was
smart, and Brigitte Launce was a deft
stage manager.

Performances are Friday and Satur-
day evenings. Dinner begins at 7:30
p.m., the curtain goes up at 8:45 p.m.
Somerset Dinner Theatre is located on

the lower level of Somerset mall in
Troy.

Canadian Disco

Southfield RAMADA INN
28225 Telegraph Road
(1-696 & US 24)

(313) 355-2929

LEARN TO DISCO
WITH THE CHAMPIONS!

Dance Champions Bobby
and Louanne have arrived at Scandals Disco.
Catch their exciting act. Join them for the
disco lesson of a Ifetime and
create a Scandal at Scandals!
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THERE’S ROOM
AT THE INN

A thoughtful way to welcome vis-

itors or clients is a reservation at
the Kingsley Inn. We are near all
business, sports, and educational
centers in Oakland County.

|
g
~~ .
Woodward and Long Lake Road -
Bloomfield Hills
644-1400 564-5144

RKingsley Iun

ESTAURANT
15225 MIDDLEBELY at & Mile, Livonis N
Centonese & American Food
Japaness Sleakhouse
@ Exolic Cocktails @
CARRY-OUTS ON CHINESE FOOD
Chinesa L1 ncheon 113 Japanese Luncheon 11-2
Chinesa "Anner 3.9:30 Japanese Dinner 5.9:30
Fi.& SaL. A 1030 pm,
Closed Monday

EMOY 'y

For Reservatioes
Prons 73171

MAIN EVENT (PG). Barbra Steisand js a perfume
who manages a retied boxer, Ryan O'Neal, in comedy about the fight

jame.

MASNHA'ITAN {R). The inhabitants are somewhat frayed, but the Big
Apple looks glorious in Woody Alllen’s witty peek at the pairings and
partings among New York literati.

MOVIE RATING GUIDE

G “eneral audiences admitted. R

PG iarental Guidance suggested. All ages admitted.
R i Adult person under 18.
X  Nooneunder 18 admitted.

10th Annual
Antiques Show & Sale
Holly, Michigan

1160 AM. - $:00 PM.
- 1100 AM.- 600 PAL

Fri, July 13
Sat., July 14

27622 ORCHARD LAKE RD.
AT 12MILE OFF 696 851-4084
Open Mon. thru Sat.
T 11:30am. - 230 am.
SUMMER SPECIAL DINNERS FOR TWO
MON. & TUES. EVENINGS UNTIL 11 p.m,
WED. THRU SAT. BEFORE 7 p.m.
VEAL SCALLOPINI @ VEAL FRANCESCO
@ VEAL PARMESAN
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o
A 1 5 per Aol

couple souss Wine

Peérl’s ,
‘Garden

the Finest in Chinese
& American Cuisine

469 S. Woodward, B‘ham.
644-2913

Mon-Thars. 1110pm. & Fl 1111 pm,
Sat. 12-11pm. » Sun. 12-10p.m.

Southfield’s newest restaurant offering
Continental Cuisine
A few selections from our lunch & dinner
. menu include:
Veal Scaloppine Piguante
Provimi vesl sauteed with capers in white wine and
lemon.
Wiener Schnitzel
Pan fried breaded veal cutlet served with potato pan.
cakes and lots of lemon.
Roulade of Beef
Stuffed beef roll simmered in its own juices, served
with crisp potato pancakes and red cabbage.
Pacific Shore Seafood Kettle
Shrimp, czabmeat, and othier seafoods simimered in a
well searz.ned stock with vegetables and potato dum-
plings. *ierved with sourdough bread.
Visit u. soon at .
Open Daily il 10 pm; weekends *til 11 pm
28225 Telegraph Road, Southfield, Michigan
Adjacent to Ramada Inn

355-2020 :

PUBLIC_AR
AUCTION

ONLY ORIGINAL GRAPHICS
POSTERS, and OIL. PANTINGS
WILL BE SOLD

BUFFET THURSDAY

CALDER JULY 12, 1979

B PREVIEW 7:00 pm

DAviLA AUCTION 8:00 pm
H

SOMERSET INN
Big Beaver Road,
East of Coolidge
Teoy, Michigan
Albert Soaglione - Auctlonesr
ALL WORK
CUSTOM FRAMED
AND READY TO HANG

PRIE ADMISSION
MK AuEICA)
AMERICAN BXPRESS




