By MAURIE WALKER

The dog days of summer have one
meaning for people and another for the
dogs themselves,

The hot, humid weather may bother
many humans, but in most instances
they can find a cool haven in an air-
conditioned home or office or refresh
themselves with a cold drink.

But what about the family pets?

They are often victims of the heat and.

helplgF to do anything about it. How
many times have you heard of a dog or
car being shut up in a hot garage while
the owners are away?

How about the dog that is tied to a
tree, a shady spot earlier in the day,
but sun drenched by late afternoon?

Then there is the person who proba-
bly meant to be kind by taking a pet for
a ride in the car, and leaves the animal
inside the vehicle with windows open
just a crack or not at all.

Kathy Krause, director-manager of
the Michigan Humane Society’s animal
shelter in Westland, said there are sev-
erals “do’s” and “dont’s” that should be
observed to help animals through the
summer.

“Water, plenty of fresh, cold water is
important. A person should check the
pet’s supply of water at least twice a
day during the hot weather,” she said.

“Filling a pail with water and leav-

ing it all day is not the answer. The
water will get warm and may end up
with bugs in it. Dropping a few ice
cubes in the water is a good idea. Dogs
like ice cubes and it will help keep the
water fresher and cool.”

SHE SAID if a pet is kept outdoors dur-
ing the day, there should be some shade
available.

“If a dog is tied up, be certain it can
get into a shady spot, no matter what
time of day,” she added.

1f a dog or cat is taken in the family
car, there should be adequate air.

“On a hot summer day, the air inside
of a car heats up quickly. On an 85 de-
gree day, temperature inside a car,
with windows  slightly opened, will
reach 102 degrees in 10 minutes. In 30
minutes it will go up to 120 degrees. On
warmer days it will go even higher.”

Dr. Lynda Scales, veteranian at the
animal shelter, said a pet's normal
temperature is 1015 to 102.2 degrees
Fahrenheit. )

“A pet can withstand a body tem-
perature of 107-108 degrees Fahrenheit
for only a very short time before suf-
fering irreparable brain damage or
even death,” Dr. Scales said.

“The superheated air in a closed car
interferes with the pet’s normal cooling
process, that is, evaporation through
panting.”

If walking a dog, do it in the morning
or evening when the temperature is
cooler, advises Ms. Krause.

“Pavement gets hot during the day
which is hard on a dog's feet. If a per-
son has to walk the dog in the after-
noon, they should be careful of the hot
sidewalks or pavement,” she said.

Since pets are normally not as active
in the summer, their food intake can be
reduced, Ms. Krause added.

It is very important to brush a dog
two or three times a week, Ms.Krause
advised.

“This excess hair just makes the ani-
mal warmer. However, the hair does
act as an insulation for the animal so
they shouldn’t be shaved.”

Some tips on taking a pet on a vaca-
tion trip were also offered.

“Be certain the animal has all its
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necessary shots. Take the rabies shot
certificate with you.

“Up-to-date identification is import-
ant, should. the pet get lost. But before
you travel, if you are going to stay in a
motel, check to see if they allow pets.
It's a good idea to be certain your pet is
a good traveler, doesn’t get car sick.”

A dog should be let out of the car
every two hours, allowed to walk and
be given fresh water.

If a pet is to be left at home, Ms
Krause advises, the owner should check

before leaving it at a pet boarding
place.

“Be sure you choose a reputable ken-
nel. If you leave the pet at home, don't
shut it up in an unvented garage. Never
leave a pet in a garage with no win-
dows. A fan placed out of reach of the

animal could be used to circulate the,

air, assuming the garage has windows.

“If leaving a person iri charge of
your pet, pick someone who is responsi-
ble. Don't leave ‘the care to some
youngster who is too young.”
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‘Whenever you take a dog in the car,
never let them stick their head aut of
the window.

What do you do if your suspect your
dog has had a heat stroke?

“Always have a rectal thermometer
in the house. If you think you dog has
had a heat stroke, take its temperature.
‘The normal body temperature of a dog

‘Dog days’ mean trouble for neglecied hot pets

is between 101.5 and 102.2.
“If your pet is overcome by heat
exhaustion, put it in cold water imme-

- diately. Rub it with ice cubes and kecp

the animal cool. Don’t try to take care
of the animal yourself, get it to a veter-
inarian.”

‘The doctor said a high temperture
could also mean an infection so imme-
diate attention is important.

RONALD McDONALD" Invites you to
the Oakland County 4-H Fair
July 29 thru August 4
at Springfield Oaks County Park
Davisburg

EXHIBITS AND JUDGING DAILY

Sunday... DISCO DANCING
Monday .. QUARE DANCING
Tuesday. PONY PULL
Wednesday ............coceceeeunnenene... KID'S DAY, MEET

RONALD McDONALD " and FIREWORKS

Thursday ... DEMOLITION DERBY
Friday .. . LIVESTOCK AUCTION
Saturday WEIGHT HORSE PULL
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In c-a-nva
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Oak dining tables! Butcher block. Very
solid. 36"-42"-48" round:
36x36"-36x60"'-36x73" rectangular; pius
round and rectangular extension tables. Now
only $280 to $750. Save up to 30%.
(Like a.48" round solid
oak pedestal table
that takes three
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and retails for
$1159.But

now it's yours
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Solid oak
occasional
tables!
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Design-your-own wall units! In white
laminate. In any design you want for any
room. With drawers, doors, drop-lids

cusTARANER,

An Adult Community Located at
28301 Franklin Road, Southfield, Michigan

Among the Many Services We offer. . .
e Breakfast and Dinner ® Attendant on Duty
e Apartment Cleaning 24 hrs. Daily

e Linen Service ® All Utilities

® Ongoing Activities ® Chauffeur Services

and, of course, Companionship!

All Apartments are Air
Conditioned and have Kitchenettes
Come to Gur OPEN HOUSE

. EVERY SUNDAY
from 1:00 to 4:00 PM.

...And See For Yourself
Or Cali 353-2810 for details
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Chairs! Selected bentwood
and cane chairs. Sit down for
up to Vs offl  But only with

dining table purchase.

Floor Samples! If it's on
the floor, it's probably on
sale. 9 out of 10 are!

(At savings that’ll

floor you.)

. . there's no place like
In Birmingham, 808 S. Woodward, 6 blocks south of Maple. (313) 642-4260. - ‘ )
- Open Man, Thurs, Fri 10 am-9 pm. Tues, Wed, Sat 10 am-5:30 pm. _ .
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