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Greenhouse gardening

Indoor plants deserve your attention

During July I realize how my out-
door garden complements the green-
house and how my efforts in the green-
l;nuse are enhanced by the outdoor gar-

en. .

‘The bulbs, seeds and tubes that were
started in the greenhouse months ago
are flourishing in the flower beds while
other outdoor plants will scon have
cuttings made from them for the win-
ter greenhouse. The greenhouse can ex-
ist without the garden and the garden
without the greenhouse, but each ex-
tends the possible uses and pleasures of
the other.

Outdoor gardening has certainly tak-
en priority until this month. Now is the
time to attack greenhouse chores that
have been neglected. The growing sea-
son for greenhouse plants extends be-

Down to earth

- Doctor

“What, am [ doing wrong in my gar-
den? Why do I have troubles with my
plants” .

To answer these common guestions,
let's look at tomatoes. Early blight is
the name for a condition which causes
leaf spotting, like a bullseye.

There may be leaf drop, sunscald
and poor conditions for fruiting. There
can be a leathery blackened spot
around the stem.

The number one cure is to water
from below as wet foliage attracts dis-
ease. Be sure and dig up old roots from
the previous root's growth. Early into
trouble, the blight can be controlled by
using Maneb. Foliow directions be-

yond that of the outdoor annuals, so
there is still time to repot or divide
greenhouse plants that need it.

Clivia, with its large peach blossom
and heavy strap leaves, is again in
flower after sending up eight clusters
last February. Although clivia resent
having their roots disturbed and may
not blossom the year following the
operaticn, they must be divided occa-
sionally or they will rapidly deter-
jorate.

Because it is such a hige and messy
Jjob, I wait until summer when it can be
done outdoors. Just getting the huge
plant out of its pot-bound container is
quite an effort, and you may have to
break the pot to release it.

Clivia is composed of a number of

crowns and an enormous mass of huge
fleshy roots. Since the roots are so
tightly entangled, its mass must be cut
through with a large sharp knife or
evenasaw.

Offsets don’t do well unless they pos-
sess a considerable root system, so
don't divide it into single sections. Im-
mature offsets may take years to re-
establish and reach bloom stage. The
big divisions repotted in fresh soil will
recover rather quickly and produce
blooms within a year or so. As you
repot, be sure to work the soil in and
around the roots with your fingers pok-
ing and pressing down. While the new
plants are recovering from the shock,
place them in a shady area and don't
overwater.

Successfully dividing a clivia is a

challenge, even to a veteran gardener, .
but it is fun and with a loving touch
they’ll all survive.

Phalanopsis, or “moth” orchids, are
almost finished blooming and some of
them need repotting. One way to enjoy
orchids is to tune into their slow pro-
cess of growth. In the phalanopsis one
sees stalks or stems forming in Decem-
ber, buds in January and February,
swelling of the buds in March and
April, and unfolding of the flowers
through May and into June,

It's a slow process, but a continual
show. Not all varieties follow this ex-
act pattern, but for me the process of
blooming is almost as exciting as the
flowers themselves.

As the “phals” now begin a new

garden to keep it healthy

cause you are fooling around with a
table food.

If you have curled or distorted foli-
age, it may be due to aphids. Spray
with an insecticide. The second cause
can be air polution. Not all plants can
take being planted near cars with their
stop and go patterns. Animal urine is
toxic to so many plants. The lower
areas of evergreens turn yellow. Cats
can cause plants to decline due to ex-
cessive salt from their urine.

Septic tanks can cause injury
through the drain field. Laundry and
cleaning products are leached into the
soil.

You have to watch when doing your

Co-op nursery accepts

fall enrollment

Family Life Co-op Nursery is now
icati for

S

Four-year-olds attend classes on

accepting
enrollment. The nursery is non-sectari-
an, non-profit, licensed by the state,
and located in North Congregational
Church on Northwestern Highway in
Southfield.

Parents meet monthly for discus-
sions, and also observe their children in

play groups when they are assisting™

during school hours.

ay, and Friday morn-
ings. Three-year-olds attend on Tues-
day and Thursday mornings.

Car pools can be arranged, and baby-
sitting services for younger children
are available.

Inquiries and registrations will be
taken by calling Karen Cleveland at
352-9022.

spraying. Leaf burn will show the re-
sults first. Often companies which
spray for weeds and fertilizer will set
up a route. The men are scheduled to
do x number of jobs and they don't al-
ways regard the wind. Some lawn ferti-
lizers contain dicama. While this kills
weeds, it shouldn't be applied near the
roots of trees or shrubs.

Sometimes you have a tree girdled
during the winter months. You can use
poison bait if you don't have pets, and
keeping the grass cut around the trees
discourages the rodents.

If you think a leaking gas line might
be the culprit, if your plants suddenly
show trouble, ask the gas company to
use their testing apparatus.

Another problem is when a “helper”
slashes away this time of year on so
many of our early flowering trees and
shrubs and can’t understand when
there isn't a big crop of flowers next
spring. After all, they set their buds be-
ginning in late July. You should do the
needed trimming right after the spring
flowering cycle.

By the way, right now, be sure and
give your flowering crabs, magnolias,
and other early beauties plenty of
water, they are forming their flowers
for next year.

by
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Sometimes you have fruit trees
which refuse to give fruit. The reason is
that many fruit trees are either male
or female. If the weather is cold and
wet during the flowering cycle, this can
result in a poor fruit showing.

Please don’t get discouraged, just re-
member that life is filled with right
and left turns.

A giant audience

An estimated one million people,|
perhaps one of the largest crowd to|
witness a single event in history,
watched the blastoff of the Apollo 11
spacecraft that helped put men on the|
imoon 10 years ago.

vegetative growth season and new
roots are developing, consider repot-
ting and moving them up into larger
pots. Phalanopsis actually require
rather small containers in proportion
to their size and, in general, don’t need
frequent repotting.

However, I've been waiting for my
phalanopsis to finish blooming in order
to repot them, Last fall I visited the
New York Botanical Gardens and had a
good lesson in orchid culture: There I
saw phalanopsis planted in five- or six-
inch clay pots where I would have used
at most a three- or four-inch pot. The
answer to my query was that small
pots result in small plants and that if [
wanted to grow large “phals,” I shoud
use a large pot.

The reason one never sees them
planted this way in commercia! orchid
greenhouses is because the big pots
take up too much expensive space to be
profitable to the grower. This made
sense so I rushed home and experimen-
tally moved two plants into large size
pots. These plants grew very long
leaves and sent up several more stalks

than the others. So now at the appropri-
ate time for transplanting, I shall fol-
low .this method for the other
phalanopsis.

Overplanted in this way, exgellenl
drainage is imperative. I use coarse
grade orchid bark on top of a deep bed
or broken crockery. Be sure to clean
off the old media and dead roots, cen-
ter the plant, and place the ba;al
growth about an inch into the potting
material. Sanitation in handling orchid
roots isn't to be taken lightly. Infection
is picked up through cut surfaces, so
sure any instrument you use for cutting
has been sterilized.

Water sparingly until new root
growth is well formed. Keep the atmos-
phere humid and shade the plants care-
fully from the sun.

All plants, not just the orchids, are
growing rapidly now and need your
attention, regular fertilizing and wa-
tering if they are to provide those wel-
come blossoms next winter. Green-
house gardening might take you inside
on days when youwd rather be out, but
you won't be sorry when the snow flies.
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NOW IN PROGRESS
Fill your linen closet with values.
SHEETS, PILLOW CASES, BEDSPREADS,
BLANKETS, BED PILLOWS, MATTRESS PADS,
TABLECLOTHS, PLACE MATS, NAPKINS,

TOWELS, SHOWER CURTAINS,
BATH RUGS AND ACCESSORIES

+ All priced to help you save.
Thru September 1, 1979
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Now Availablel “Cambridge” table cloth from
* 3 Kemp & Beatley. Oatmeal colored
:u::l? """: acrylic/polyester Berber cloth woven
f!shim, with predominately brown or rust striped
magazirie border design. Oblong sizes: 52x70", $15;
da:\nled 60x86", $23; 60x105", $27; 60x86" oval, $24;
0 home O . N
sewers: 70" round cloth, $23; and napkins, 1.75 each.
H “Free and Easy” solid color table cloth by
Just Bardwil. Soil-resistant, no-iron blend of
15 polyester and cotton in white, ivory, blue,

If a great haircut that fits your
personality and lifestyle is im-
portant then you'll want to know
about Pyrametrics. No two
heads are exactly the same, so
Pyrametric haircuts are never
the same. . *

Here's how we use your head as
a guide. Your head Is dlvided
into sections which serve as
guidelines, Each of these sec-
tions is cut to perfectly rest on
the one below, a lot like bullding
a brick wall. Section 1, the nape

For men as well as women. . .
‘The Pyrametric Cut makes thin hair look thicker.

coupon

$3 off

your first haircut
expires August 7

of your neck and up around your
ears from the flat area. This is
the support system for Sectlon 2,
your crown, which iIs cut to re-
flect the roundness of its shape.
The results are superb.
Your halr wlil fall naturally, need
minimum care, And an added
plus, Pyrametric halr looks thick-
er and fuiler. It can be cut long or
short, can_be curly or straight,
but it will always be right for you.
We'll show you how to use your
“head...with-Pyrametrics. ©xmeas.
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Fall' 78
Fashions and
colors including
4 pattern ldeasl
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Continuing

Our Ann Person™Method
2 for 1 CLASS SPECIAL |
Now thru August 2 people can sign up
for the price of one!

Call 477-8777 Today '
" The ANN PERSON™ Method _
Stretch & Sew Fabrics®

38503 W. 10 Mile Road Farmington In the Freeway Center

10 to 6 Saturday

Copynght & Suetch & Sew. Inc. 1978 . ,

navy, yellow, pink, cinnabar, hunter, brown.
Oblong/oval: 60%84", $17; 60x102", $21;
60x120", $27; 52x70" oblong cloth, $12;
52x52" square, $8; 70" round cloth, $18;
90" round, $26; napkins, 1.50 each.
Sale ends September 1, 1979.
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3644 W. Maple In. Birmingham 642-2666
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