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ERA called booster for home and family

By MARGARET MILLER home and nurture their families need
the Equal Rights Amendment more
than those who go into business or pro-
fessions as earners of paychecks.

It's an old English common law, un-
derlying principle of governments in
most states including Michigan, that
makes ERA so important to homemak-
ers, she said in an interview in the
home of Livonian Laura Callow, co-
chairwoman of Michigan ERAmerica.

That 200-year-old law, she said,
“holds that when 2 man and woman get
married they become one, and that one
is the husband — the wife ceases to ex-
ist as a separate legal being.”

“Some laws do treat women fairly,”
Mrs. Follis agreed, “but that underly-
ing principle is still there waiting to
rear its ugly head.”

SHE THEN LISTED some of the
ways in which this principle affects
lives of women in this country.

The Supreme Court of . Oklahoma
ruled in 1915 tha} a husband and wife
cannot be adversaries in court because
the wife does not exist in the eyes of
the law, she said.

In South Dakota and Georgia, she
added, a husband can disinherit his
wife.

And from the legal annals of Wiscon-
sin she related the story of a homemak-
er named Margaret Rasmussen whom
she called “betrayed” by her country's
system of law.

“She was married in the ’40s and had
two sons,” said Mrs. Follis. “She and
her husband, Harold, lived in Marga-
ret’s mother's home, and she was thrif-
ty and ran her home well.

“And she had a great belief in higher
education, so she managed to save
$5,000 in two bank accounts so her sons
could go to college.”

Mrs. Rasmussen died in 1963, and af-
ter her death her husband remarried
and went to court to reclaim in money
in those accounts.

“The court ruled,” Mrs. Follis said,
“that the money had been earned by the

The Equal Rights Amendment will
unify rather than split families and so-
lidify the role of the homemaker rather
than downgrade it.

That’s the message of Anne Follis,
national president of Homemakers for

Association, visiting in this area
to push the amendment on televsion
and begin the organization of a Michi-
gan chapter of her group.

“I know of women who have been
devastated because laws do not protect
them equally,” said Mrs. Follis, resi-
dent of Urbana, IN. “We want to
achieve legal status for the homemak-
er because that strengthens the fam
ly.” Articulate and decisive, this minis-
ter’s wife and mother of three said
she’s convinced that women who stay

1k .
Anne Follis explains why home-
makers need the Equal Rights

“What a betrayal for a housewife
who had made such a great contribu-
tion.”

ANNE FOLLIS said it came as a
surprise to her when she began under-
standing the homemaker’s legal vul-
nerability.

“I first got interested in ERA in 1973

gether can and

“If he chooses to waste money on
split them apart.

alcohol, for instance, or be stringent
with the money he gives to his wife and
family, the wife has no legal means of
getting any more short of going to
court and suing for separate main-
tenace.

“So these so-called wonderful rights
that are supposed to keep families to-

when I was living near Spri
the state capital,” she said.

“I had just quit working to have a
baby and someone suggested I go to a -
legislative brunch. It sounded like fun
and I took my baby and went, but I was
inclined to think ERA was for women
who worked outside the home and that
it did not have much to say to me as a
housewife.” b

As the only representative from her
district, she found herself involved in
setting up a local group to push ERA
ratification.

“So I started studying the amend-
ment,” she said, “and the more I read
the more I realized how many rights
women lose when they get married. 1
realized we need ERA more than any-
one else does.”
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THE RIGHT TO SUPPORT is a
much misunderstood facet of discus-
sion over ERA, Mrs. Follis said, “and
this is a biggie for opponents of the
amendment.”

“They talk a lot about how ratifica-
tion would change laws requiring hus-
bands to support their wives,” she said,
“and I find that rather demeaning to
men,

“The implication is that those won-
derful husbands are going to stop sup-
porting their wives once they do not
have to. I like to think my husband sup-
ports me because he loves me.”

But aside from that point, she said,
you have 1o look at the laws that do
indeed require in many states that hus-
bands support their wives.

“They require that he provide neces-
sities,” she stated, “and that has been

August programs
planned for widowed

and divorced

SPACE, a community service of the National
Council of Jewish Women, is planning a busy
shedule of activities in August for widowed and di-
vorced men and women and their families.

Ellen Labes, chairperson, announced the dates of
two four-week support group series. The program
for the divorced will run on Monday evenings, Aug.
6, 13, 20, and 27. Each group meets for two hours
per evening and is led by a trained facilitator.
There is a $5 charge for each series. Preregistra-
tion is required.

Weekly drop-in discussion groups will continue to
run on Wednesday evenings throughout the sum-
mer. These rap groups for the widowed, divorced
and separated are also guided by trained facilita-
tors. There is a $1 donation requested per evening.

All discussion groups begin at 8 p.m. at the offic-
es of the NCJW 16400 W. Twelve Mile Rd., Suite
106, Southfield.

A family picnic for single parents and their
youngsters will begin at 1 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 5, at
the Southfield Civic Center Park, Evergreen and
Civic Center Drive. Participants should bring
sports equipment and your own picnic lunches. In
case of rain, the event will be postponed until Sun-
day, Aug. 12. No reservations are necessary,

To make reservations for the support groups, or
to obtain inforamtion on any aspect of SPACE, call
Phyllis Chassin, 557-9604 between 9 a.m. and | pm.

do provide reasons to

MRS. FOLLIS believes “the momen-
tum is moving for ERA now” but she
sees the battle as a long one with ratifi-
cation coming “hopefully while I live.”

“Opponents said a year ago, after the
deadline was extended, that there
would be 20 states rescinding ratifica-

tion. There has been not one new res-
cinding.

“However you count it, there are
more states supporting than opposing
— by a long shot.”

She also is sure the vocal opposition
to ERA from within the conservative
church does not fairly represent church
people of this country.

Getting
settled
made
simple.

New-town dilemmas fade after a WEL-
COME WAGON call.

As your Hostess. it's my job to help you
make the most of your new neighborhood.
Our shopping areas. Community opportu-
nites. Special ar’-actions. Lots of facts to
Save you ime and money. Plus a basket of
gifts for your family. 1l be listening for your
call.

emelgo

CALL

356-7720
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Worship & Sunday Schoo! 9:30 & 11:00 a.m.

Message by Rev. Matthew J. Welde, Executive Sacretary

for (PUBC)

700 p.m.
Mini Sacred Concert by Paul Bachler, pianist
Message by Rev. Matthew J. Welde

Wednesday 7:30 p.m. - HOUR OF POWER
: Air Condltioned Sanctuary
930 Sunday Service

Broadcast over WMUZ-FM 103.5 Nursery Provided at All Services

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF FARMINGTON
Richard Duncan Pastor - Phone 474-0350

33400
SHIAWASSEE

)Ny | A
[

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45 a.m.
MORNING WORSHIP 1o0am
EVENING SERVICE . | 6:00p.m
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY ..7.00p.m

Qps

. . Lutheran Church

Bloomfield Hills First Baptist of the Redeemer

Christian Church Church '%%Ym':ﬂ"‘jl"
The Communy House Bt . o Mo SUMMER SCHEDULE

380 South Bates. Birmingham “Homer 1. Armstiong Ementus, Thursday 7:45 p.m. - Chapel

i
Sunday 10:10 A.M. Sundey 8:30 a.m. - Chapel
8ible Schoo! riiA
11:00 A M. Woiship q;;doum-smnuuy Worship
600 P.M. “Praise Service and Sundey’
Wednesday 7:15 P.M. f o |- | 1100 8.m. - Sanctuary
Bible Study {1 Wl Saovr oy tore:
’ pu gy -
- N Rev. D.T. Wyggazer
645-1202 i Rev. H.G. Cattau

-3

181 Chester at Willits

SUNDAYSERVICES . ..
SUNDAY SCHOOL
WEDNESDAY TESTIMONY MEETING .

READING ROOM - 355 East Maple — 644-7935
Mon., Tue. 9:30-5:30 and 7-9; \Yed.,Sat. 9:30.6:30; Thu.,Fri. 9:30-9

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST

FRANKLIN-MEADOWLAKE
Maple at Inkster .
. ... 1030 AM.

SUNDAY SERVICES
SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:30 AM.
WEDNESDAY TESTIMONY MEETING 815PM.

READING ROOM - 4361 Orchard Lake Rd. - 851-7740
Mon., Tue. \Wed.,Sat. 10-5:30; Thu,Fri. 10-9

.
All are welcome at the above church services and Reading Rooms.
Chitd care facilties provided Sunday and Wednesday.

“"As the shadow of a great rock in a weary lsnd.” —Isaiah 32
This describes our Reading Rooms, Here you may read borrow or
purchase the Bible as well as publications about Christian Science.
There are al lorful story books and ttes of interest to

children. Or, you may catch up on important news in THE CHRISTIAN
SCIENCE MONITOR, the international daily newspaper.
—%

Church is for, Everynné!
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