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Antique Creche Dolls On Display

A special exhibit of nativity
dolls is on display through Jan.
4 in the Collector's Corner of
the Detroit Historical Mu-
seum. The exhibit has been
arranged in cooperation with
the members of the Detroit
Doll Collectors’ Club of the
United Foundation of Doll
Clubs, Inc.

The selection of wood. wax
and terra cotta creche dolls
presented represent the finest
in the metropolitan area.
Among the outstanding exam-
ples of early creche dolls is a
set of The Three Wise Men

DRESSED in the period of
the late 15th century, they are
of such a fine quality that the
set was probably commis-
sioned by a nobleman. In fact.

“the young. bearded Wise Man

may be a portrait of that no-
bleman.

Another interesting , exhibit
is a pair of wax dolls repre-

senting Mary and Joseph. The
hair of this pair is made of
wax, pre-colored a dark brown
and then applied to the heads.

The cardboard and plaster na-
tivity sets availatfle as Christ-
mas decorations today have
their origin in customs devel-
oped in. medieval Europe.

Legend associates the first use
of the creche idea’ with™ St.
Francis of Assisi, who at an
outdoor mass during the
Christmas season found some
villagers had organized a ta-
bleau representing the scene in
the stable at Bethlehem.

From this informal. begin-
ning. the “Pastorale,” a living
tableau with formal staging
and set dialog, developed and
was presented every vear at
Chrislm:s \ime

\‘ll‘llATURE substitutes for
the living creche:
later years, A
wax or terra cotta. Creches of
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various sizes and materials
became common: Christmas
decorations for homes and
churches, especially in south-
ern Efirope. |

The creche dollsirepresentod
not-only the central figures of
the- Christmas story, but also
anonymous folk In ordinary”
dress paying homage to the
Christ Child. For the devout, .
the setting up of a creche
sympolized a pilgrimage to
Beuﬂenem

ALTHOUGH Lhey may be

made of several different
malerials, the early creche
dolls all have in commul:n;e
use of great detail in the
eling of thefr hlnc‘s and facfal
expressions. The ' clothing of
the dojls frequently . reflects
the style of dress from the
period! when the doll was
made, although the Madonna
and Child dolls are usually”
garbed more traditionally.

The museum, located at 5401
Woodward Ayenue, is open
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday
through Sunday.
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in thé Dossin Great Lakes Mu-
seum on Balle Isle,

This collection of 70 large
color prints of the Great Lakes
include some of the most spec-

| tacular views of scenss and
ships ever collected for a single

showing, and all are the work
of marine photographer, Harry
Wolt,

Wolf was for 30 years, ship
photographer on first, the S,
North American and later
the 5.5, South American, post-
tions which afforded him the
rare opportunity to photograph
scenes denled the average pho-
tographer, This showing pre-
sents the finest of his efforts,

The exhibition s open Wed-
nesday through Sunday from
10 8.m, to 5:45 p.m,

Colorful Gift
Wrapped

Psychedelic pinks. vellows
and oranges and geomeltric
designs in black and white will
rival the traditional Christmas
colors in gift wrappings again
this year, according to Nor-
cross.

Still in abundance Showever,
will be the old favorites of pol-
ished foils, tinsel-frosted wi raps
and velvet flocked patterns in
red. green, blue. silverandgold.

By Thomas Nast

Thomas Nast, 19th Century
carloonist, created thé protrait
of Santa Claus which has be-
come the accepted image of
the “jolly old elf.”
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