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Guide to Marked State, Federal Snowmobile Trails

b STATE PARKS
TAHQUAMENCN FALLS Near Para-
dise. Trail. 7 mi
2 WILDERNESS: Near Mackinaw Ciry.

Trad- 15 mi. unplowed rds
3 HARTWICK PINES: Near Grayling

Trail: 12 mi
4 RIFE QIVER Near 2ese City. Tral

10 mi. urplowed roods and on

lakes.

5 LUDINGTON

Near Ludirgion. 10

7 MUSKEGON: Near Auskegen, Trail
I
8 HOFFMASTER Near Frumpart. Trail
9 YANKEE SPRINGS Near Hostings
Trails 6, 3 m
IONIA: Neor lonia. Trail: 5 mi
SLEEPY HOLLOW. Near Ouid. Trail
2.000-ccre cpen area
HOLLY: Near Helly. Trast: & mi.
HIGHLAND: Near Milford. Trail
14 mi
BALD M
2% m
PINCXNEY. Necr Pinckney
2,

Neor Lake Orion. Trail

Tre
STATE FORESTS
BRULE ISLAND DAM, lren Range
State Forest. 4% mi. £ of Crysal
Falls on #-59. 3% mi. 5. on Loke
Mary B8 5. on Co. Rd
Trarl: 26 mi
STAGER, Iron Range State Fa
6 ma 5. of Crystol Falls on US-2,
2 mi. SE on Co. Rd. Trall: & i
GREENMILLS. Michigamme State
Forest: 7 mi. S.W. Ishoeming on Co.
Rd. 581 Trorl: 15 m.
SAND PLAINS, Michigamme State
Forest: § mi. 5. of Morguette on Co.
2d. 553 1o the Junction of Co. Rd
480, Teoll: 17 mi
PICTURED RCCK, Grand Scble for-
est- 1 . £, of Vanmeer on Co. R,
837, Trail: 24
FIRE UNE. Lake Supenior State For
e 21 mi. N. of Newberry on
M-117 and Co. RY. 407. Trail. 30 mi.
HIGH ROLLWAYS, Manistiaue River
State Fores: 10 mi. N.and | mi. €.
of Manistique on Co. Rd. 448. Trail
15
SEUL CHOIX POINT. Monisnque
River State Forest: 4% mi. SE. of
Gulliver on Co. Rd. P432, 1% mi.
5. on Co. &d. P431. Trark: 10 m.
3G KNOB, Mackinac State Forest
7% 1. W. of Noubinway on US-2.
Trail: 17
CHERRY RIDGE, Menominee Stote
Forest: 4 mi. W, of Cedar Rver on
Co. Rd. 352. then 27, mi. S. on
Jim Town &d. Trail: 6 mi
6 CHEBOYGAN - BLACK MOUNTAIN,
Black Loke State Forest- 3% mi. E
of Cheboygan on US-23, . of high-
way. Trail: 45 mi
INDIAN RIVER, Hardwood State
Forest: 2% mi. W, of Indian River
on #4-68 o Reams or Parks Road.

T

3

3

3

3
3

Tral: 20 .
28 WOLVERINE, Hordwood State For-
st 2 mi W.and % mi §. of Wl

verine 1o Pret Rd. Trai: 19 m.

Bring 'em back

ALIVE!
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SNOWMOBILE TRAILS

. STATE PARKS
. STATE FOREST

A NATIONAL FOREST

AN areen bied have morked
ctole ool

D

For further information on parks and forests indicated on the map, local chombers
of commerce and tourist associations can be contacted in the following oreas

Whuooer Peninsulo; \West Michigon,

East Michigan; [[[] Southeast Michigan

ELK COUNTRY. Pigesn River State
Foresr. 13 mi £ of Gaylord en
1232 10 Gingell ®3., M. 4 mv. ond
E 2 m. 1o Jownsons Crosuirg
Tl 32 mi

DEVILS SWAMP, Thunder Bay River
Foresr: 5 mi. SW. of Alpena on
Viert RA. Trol: 10 mi

HAWK LAKE, Jordon River State
Forest. 6 mi. E. of Moncelono on
Manistee River Rd. 1o Crooked Loke
Rd. Trol 14 mi

29

30

32 AVERY HILLS, Thunder Boy Forest
5 mi. S. of Atlania or 5 mi. E. of
tewiston. Troil: 16 mi.

BETSIE RIVER, 7 mi. N of Thomp-
sonwille ond 1% m. E.Trasl: 30 mi

3

BOARDMAN VALLEY, Kalkasko and
Fife lake Stote Forests: Start at
ames of Kalkosko, Fife loke or
Hayfeld. Trcil: 65 mi.

SKYUNE, AuSoble State Forest 1
m. SE of Groyling an M-72 and
% . 5. on Camp Seble Rd. Trail
25 mi

MUSKRAT LAKE, Oscoda State For-
est. 5 mi. N. of Mio on M-33 10
Co. Rd. 602, then 4%, mi. W. ond
N Yeal: 19 mi

2

35

6

37 STRATFOD.GRASS LAKE, Houghton

Loke & Kalkasho Stare Forests: 805

common Read ext V. off US-27 To
v

Mibtary 2., 1% mi. N. to Flercher
Rd., V7. 9 mu. 10 Moorestown Rd.. 3
o S Trodk 13 mi,

38 PRUDENVILLE AREA, Houghten Lake
State foress: 2 mi. W. of Pruden-
wille en M-55 then % mi. 5. Troil:

25 mi.

39 OGEMAW HILLS, Ogemow State
Forest: 3 mi. £. of S Helen on
Beaver Loke Rd. Trail: 13 mi
SEVEN AILE HILL Oscods Stote
Ferest, 5% mi. W. of Oscoda on
River Rood, 2 mi. N. to Bissonette
Rd. 1 . W, Teail: 20 mi.
UNCOLN HILLS. Pere Morquetic
Stare Forest: 157 mi. N. of Bold-
win on 24.37, just . of Xaderabek's
Gax Stanon. Trail: 24 mi.

TIN CUP, Pere Marquatte State For-
ext: | mi, W, of tuther. Trail: 25 mi.
UTILE MANISTEE RIVER. 4% mi. N.
of Baldwin on M-37, % mi. £ on
Dobry Pd. Trail: 45 mi.
MOLASSAS RIVER, Tittobowassee
Rrser Stote Forest. 7 mu. E. of Glad:
win on 2461, Trail: 24 mi

40

a

42

43
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Clip These Answers
About State Regulations

What's the law?

The operation of snowmobiles in Michigan is

NATIONAL FORESTS

45 OTTAWA NATIONAL FOREST — In-
formation on 125 miles of marked
tails con be ablained o the Super:
visor s office m Ironwood or any of
the following Ranger District offices:

Bessemer, Bergland, Iron River,
Kenton, Ontonagon and Woters-
meer.

46 HIAWATHA NATIONAL FOREST -—
Rapid River Diswict lnear Ropid
River), 1 teoil, 8 miles; Manistique
District (ot Manistique], 20-mile-
long network; Munising District {ar
Munising], 20-mile-long netwark:
Soult Ste. Marie Distriet [at Raco on
.28, 25-mile-long network; St.
ignace District off US-2 near Mack-
inaw Bridge), 1 trall, 10 miles.

47 MANISTEE NATIONAL FOREST —
At Boldwin, 9 troils which vary in
length fiom 22 to 50 miles. At
Caberfor Ski orea near Cadillac, 1
teail. 34 miles; Udoll Hill. 4 mifes
west of Wellsion off M-55, 1 trail,
15 miles.

Valley Inear Towas], 6 troils which
vary in length fiom 3 1o 35 miles
Gordon Creek Campground (adjo-
cent fo Silver Valley trailsl, two
troils. 3 and 10 miles.

What if I sell my snowmobile?
You must assign the old registration to the new

8 HURON NATIONAL FOREST—Silver ¥

governed by a state registration act. The following
questions and answers from the Rockford Snow Trail
Aflas provide a handy guide to the letter of the law.

Must all snowmobiles in Michigan be registered?”

Yes, unless it is used on the owner’s property exclu-

sively.

Where do I register my snowmobile?

At any local branch office of the Secretary of State.

Don't send your fe€ to Lansing.

What is the registration period? .

Registration is for three years. Fee is scaled down

from the first year (a three-year registration) to the

third year (one-year registration).

How much are registration fees?

3 years (1969-1970-1971)—$5; 2 years (1970-1971)—$3;

1 year (1971)—$2.

Do snowrmobhile owners get registration certificates?

You bet. These certificates have numbers which

each snowmobile owner has to place on his snowmo-
ile.

How are numbers placed on snowmobiles?

The numbers...same as those on the registration...
have to be placed on both sides of the front part of
the ghowmobile. They can be painted or attached in a
erpanent manner. Letters must be of block type.
g‘hey must be at least three inches high and read
from left to right from either side.

What do 1 do if my snowmobile is abandoned or de-
stroyed?

Notify the Michigan Department of State, Lansing,
Michigan 48918, within 15 days. Send in your owner-
ship certificate and your registration will be can-
celled. .

What if 1 move? .

Sénd'in your registration with one dollar. Upon re-
ceiving your buck, a certificate of registration will
be changed to your new address.

owner. The new owner, in turn, should request a
transfer of registration within 15 days of the sale. He
should state his name, address, and the registration
number of the snowmobile and pay $1.00 to the Mich-
igan Department of Staté to handle the transfer.

If my registration is destroyed or lost, can I get a
duplicate?

Sure enough, by applying and paying a $2.00 fee to
the Department of State.

If I'm a resident of another state or Canadian prov-
ince, do I have to register my snowmobile?

You can use your snowmobile under your existing
registration for up to 20 days. After that, you have
to get a Michigan registration.

Can I zip my snowmobile around anywhere I want to
when it's registered?

Afraid not. The law says you can’t drive ‘‘upon the
main traveled portion of any roadway or on a high-
way or street within 10 feet of such roadway."”

What about highways and freeways?

When your snowmobile is registered, you may cross
highways. But you can’t cross limited access high-
ways or freeways. Highways may be crossed only
when. the crossing is safe and doesn’t hinder traffic.
Snowmobilers must yield the right of way to motor
vehicles on highways.

Can 1 drive my snowmobile on country roads?

You can if the county road system is not maintained
for 'winter wheel vehicles by snow removal.

What about times of emergency?

When travel by conventional vehicles isn't possible,
snowmobiles run on a street or highway during a
properly declared emergency.

What if a county highway doesn’t have the neces-
sary right of way space?

Snowmobiles may be operated on county highways
not having 10 or more feet of usable right of way off /
the traveled part of the road. :

Boosting

Michigan's winter tourism
season—aided by an expected
50% jump in the number of
snowmobiles now in use—
should be a roaring success,
according to Automobile Club
of Michigan.

Currently, there are 75,000
snowmobiles in this state with
35,000 more expected to be
purchased by spring.

THE ECONOMIC impact of
snowmobiling on Michigan
since the first machines were
introduced four years ago is
set at $130 million. If peak
Sales are reached this winter,
Michiganians will pour another
$55 million into the economy.

“This does not take into
account the additional millions
which will be spent on gas to
operate machines, the cost to
tow machines by car or the
cost of lodging and meals for
persons away from home,”
states Jerry Fisher, Auto
Club’s touring manager.

He predicts that if Michigan
has heavy snow across the
state this winter, gaseline
sales alone could total $4 mil-
lion. On a good weekend,
100,000 machines could use
a hall million gallons of gas
costing $200.000.

Nobody can predict the ex-
act number of snowmabiles
which will operate this year.
One of the state’s leading dis-
tributors of snowmobiles,
Health International, head-
quartered at Richmond, Mich.,
points out the industry is so
new that a sales curve has not
been eftablished.

*“Deal
consistenlty underestimated
sales,” states Bert Swanson,
Heath's vice-president for rec-
reational sales.

HE ADDS that Michigan
could easily have 130,000 snow-
mobiles in use by spring.

In 1963, his firm had 10 Ski-
Doos in stock as demonstra-
tors. Teday. Swanson says
Heath has 180 Michigan deal-
ers who should sell 18,000 Ski-
Doos this season. Heath also
has distributorships in six
other states which makes this
firm the third largest Ski-Doo
distributor in the nation and
fifth largest in the world.

Buyers have a wide range of
manufacturers from which to
choose a snowmobile, with new
makes appearing monthly.
Currently, there are 82 manu-
facturers nationally.

One of the new names is
Yamaha—a Japanese manu-
facturer which also has had an
impact on trail bike sales
comparable to that of the VW
in the auto market.

Moto-Ski, Polaris, Mercury,
Arctic Cat, Chaparral, Evin-
rude or Johnson, Rupp, Sno-
Jet, Ski-Whiz and Ski-Daddier—
.unheard of names three
years ago in snowmobile cir-

cles, are now known as major
brands.

Cost of these brand-name
machines vary from model to
model. Bombardier, the first
company to market a snowmo-
bile in North America, now has
19 models (all called Ski-Doos)

SNOWMOBILERS will spend
between $650 and $1650 for a
machine. Prices can go to
$2,500 for an Innovar's Snow-
coupe, a two-seated vehicle
with stiding canopy which en-
closes the occupants. It has a
variable speed transmission
and an optional heater.

For a top-of-the-line conven-
tional snowmobile, a person
usually has to spend $1.600 if
all the extras are added. A
stripped down version costs
about $150 less. A Ski-Doo
T'NT (Track-N-Trail racing
machine) in this price range
will have a 771 cc, 65 horse-
power motor which will give
the snowmobile an 80 mile-per-
hour top speed under ideal
conditions.

Area Trails
Now Open

The State Department of
Natural Resources has an-
nounced the opening of snow-
mobile trails when snow condi-
tions permit.

Nearby trails are located at
the Proud Lake Recreation
Area and Dodge No. 4 State
Park on Cass Lake. Other
trails are at: Rochester - Uti-
ca, Highland, Holly, Pontiac
Lake and Bald Mountain Rec-
reation Areas.

Snowmobilers are cautioned
that they may travel only on
designated snowmobile trails.
Prior to using trails, it would
be wise to check at the park
headquarters for the exact lo-
cation.

A State Park Motor Vehicle
Entrance Permit s required to
use the trails, The permit must
be affixed to the lower right
hand corner of the, windshield.

The “Ferrari” of snowmo-
biles is what Boatpl calls its
760 Grand Prix which sells for
$1,850 complete with built-in
cigaret lighter: It has a 744 cc,
45 horsepower engire.

Above the cost of machines,
the average snowmobile
thusiast will spend a mi
mum of $100 for clothing:
Snowmobilers mus{ wear spe-
cial clothes since temperatures
drop dramatically at high
speeds due to the “chill fac-
tor.” B

On a day when ihere is 'no
measurable wind, the tempera-
ture is at zero (F), and the
snowmobile travels 25 miles
per hour, the actual tempera-
ture on exposed skin is 45 de-
grees below zero.

Clothes that are; warm for
skiing, hunting or lice fishing
are usually inadéquate for
snowmobiling.

It is recommendgd that the
novice consider these items
and costs: foots. | $20: one-
piece suit favoid | two-piece)

$75: mitts. $10: hdlmet $17 tc
$25 (recommended; for high-
speed machines), ofherwise a
hood or cap with edr flaps for
under $10 is adequate; goggles,
$4; face mask (wool). $4; ther-
mal underwear. $12: sox, $3,
and sweater, $25. 1Children's
clothing is between one-third
to 50% less. depending on qual-
ity.)

MACHINE RENTAL is
another new industry facet
which got underway last win-

ter. Two years ago, snowmo-
bile rentals were almost non-
existent. Insurance problems
and the high cost of machines
made lodge owners and snow-
mobile dealers approach rent-
als with caution.

However, last winter's expe-
riments -proved that snowmo-
biles are a practical—and prot-
itable-rental item.Rentalrates
depend on the type of machine
and if rentals are on an hourly
or daily basis.

Ranch Rudolph. 12 miles
southeast of Traverse City on
the Boardman River, caters to
the snowmobiler in winter.
This'lodge has 21 machines to
rent to guests who do not own
a snowmobile. Rates are $35 a
day. Over 200 miles of marked
trail are open to the ranch’s

guests.

At Caberfae Ski Lodge. near
Cadillac, there are 10 snowimo-
biles for rent from Thursday
through Sunday at $8 an hour.

Lewiston Lodge, near Lewis- -

ton, has seven machines at $10
per hour for the first hour, and
$9 hourly thereafter.

One of the larger rental busi-
nesses in the state is at Fonrc
Ski Lodge, near Comins where
30 machines are available for
$45 daily. Fonro also has a
two-day rate of $75. Persons
who want to rent by the hour
are charged $10 for the first 60
minutes and $8 hourly there-
after.

One of the surprising entries
into the rental business is Holi-

‘Snowmobiles Up 50 Pet.,
Tourist Trade

day Inn, at Mt. Pleasant,
which has a dozen machines
for patrons.

There are thousand of miles
of snowmobsile trails which are
open to the public. The loca-
tions of 48 marked snowmobile
areas on state and federal
lands in Michigan are shown
on the accompanying Auto
Club map.

IN ADDITION, there are
twa publications which list
many Michigan trails, both
public and privately operated:
““The Rockford Snow Trail At-
las™ and *'The Snowmobile
Guide™. | '

Auto Club advises all snow-
mobilers to keep these simple
safety rules in mind during the
winter before starting out on
any trip:

#Know trails and stay on
marked trails. .
oCarry area maps plus a
compass.

®Be aware of state regula-
tions in the Snowmobile Law.
®Stay off ice on lakes and
streams if conditions are not
ideal.

* ®Avoid aleohol.

eNever travel alone. You
usvally can't walk out of for-
ests in an emergency if snow
is deep.

®Carry safety gear such .as
snow shoes, flaregun. first aid
kit, axe, extra fuel, new spark
plugs, tools for minor repairs
and rations.

SnowmobilesAren’t Toys;

Follow Saf

Snowmoblies, thbse gasoline-
driven, rubber-fracked ve-
hicles that scoot like overgrown
‘bugs across the snow and ice,
are giving hundrdds of sports
lovers new winter:thrills,

But many of thethrili seekers
are getting killed,|
In the hands of fexperenced
or careless oporglors or used
recklessly, howeyer, snowmo-
biles do bring a néw hazard into
Swinter sports fun.

‘They don’t havetobe danger-
ous, The hours of fun and
enjoyment they have given thou-
sands of people aré proaf of that,
A group of adventirous outdoor
men recently gave added proof
when they completed a trip
across humdreds: of miles of
frozen snow and I¢etothe North
Pole on the rugged little ve-
hicles,

\,

. el
ARTICLES from the nation’s
newspapers colldcted by the
Institute for Safez Living tell a
story of fatalities and lnjurtes
ito a trightenlng number of
people who starfed off on fun
outings on thelf new snow
buggles and fafleil to take pro-
per precautions, :

Through careléss operation
the snow buggles are smashing
into things, and orie another, are
tipping over onitop of their
passengers, and are plunging
through fce on lakes and rivers,

Among tragic Yeports about
the ‘spaedy little snow cratt is
that of a Mentor, Minn,, family
of five who drowned together
early In Decembeér when their
snowmobile plunged throughthe
ice of Maple Lake,

Ancther  tells about a
caravan-ltke sngwmoblle trip
by a groub of young men &t
Hanover, N,H., when one vehicle
skidded intoanothér, puncturing
the gas tenk which exploded,
One boy was dragged from the
wreck badly burfied; a com-
panton suffered ia fractured
skull, i

In Spicer, Minn;, & business-
man died when hg fatled to see
2 barbed-wire fence inthe dark,
Ona of the strands struck his
neck and killed hm, His wite
was thrown cledr uharmed,

Dozens of other storles of a
stmilar kind pile; up & growing
record of acciderts caused by
misuse of the popular new snow-
moblles, which thé Institute for
Safer Living emphasizes, are
motor vehicles, pot toys, and
must be treated a$ such,

> ale

THE INSTITULE'S analysis
of the reports shows that the
grestest number of accidents--
65%--~1nvolved either collisions
with unmoving, ihard-to-dis-
tinguish objects lor breaking
through ice, Taken togather,
these 0 classifications
account for 86% of &ll fatall-
tles and 56% of alliinjuries from
snow buggy accldents,

More than 50% of all the
accidents involved collisions
with wmmoving, hard-to-
distinguish objects, and 72%
of these accidests occurred
after sundown,
. Turnovers and collislons with
moving vehicles bring the total
to 92% of all the smow buggy
accidents reported.

Principal  hazards to the

snuwmehie fancler are re-

ported by the Institute for Safer
Living to be: A
@ Hitting things hard to see
In darkness or when visi-
billty 1s low (especlally
cables, fences, wires and
plpes)
@ Venturing _onto thin fce.
@ Loss of cdntrol caused by
accelerator jamming or in-
experience of the operator,
@ Snowmobile traller break-

aways,
@ Exposure to weather when
lost or suffering a vehicle
breakdown,
e e
. SNOWMOBILE  accidents,
lke all others, can
prevented, however, and the
Instltute strongly urges that the
following safety procedures bo
followed by all who ride the
new winter-fun vehicles:

@ Never operate a snow-
mobile after sunset or In
periods of reduced visibility
without deflector bars androll-
over bars, Deflector bars
should run from fxgat to rear
over the driver’shead and
around the vehicle sides,
and  should be of sufficlent
strength to,deflect the object
ar vehicl§ or to rapldly de-
celerate and stop the vehicie if
1t passes under a soltd barrler,

ty Hints

@ Atways wear seat belts, for
increased safety when snow-
mobiles are equipped withroll-
over and defiector bars,
© @ Ba sure the snowmoblle
is lighted well enough to enable
the operator to see where he
is going and others to see
Ms vehicle's ‘motiag from any
angle when operating after dark,

@ Make sure operators know
thelr vehicles thoroughly and
that they gatn experience opera-
ting them in safe and familiar
areas before taking them into
unfamilfar places where there
are obstructions,

@ Stay off ice unless It Is
at least seven Inches thick.
Although this thickness is gen-
erally more than enough to
support a snowmoblle and its
load, the operator sheuld con-
sider this a minimum standard
because of the many variable
factors that can and do affect
Ice strength,

Snowmoblles are great fun,
but they must be used withgood
sense and with attention to these
safety rules,

So get aboard, the Institute
for Safer Living urges, under-
stand the hazards Involved and
how to avold them, and go out
across the winter wonderland
for good, healthy fum in your
snowmoblle,

It’s The Law!

Can I drive my snowmobile on a street or highway
for a special snowmobile event?

You can. providing the event is of limited duration
and set up by a government unit with jurisdiction

Do 1 have to have lights on

my snowmobile?

Absolutely. . .one headlight and one taillight.

Can my city or village pass a snowmobile ordi-
nance?
Sure can. Local ordinances may be passed as‘long as
they meet minimum state law requirements.
What about operating a snowmobile under the influ-
ence of liquor?
Nix on the booze. Also taboo is operating one after
taking narcotic drugs. This includes barbiturates or
any derivative of barbital. .
Any restriction on forests, planting area, and the
like?
You bet. You shouldn't operate a snowmobile in any
nursery, planting area, or natural.area of forest re-
production and where growing stock can be damaged
How about transporting firearms on my snowmobile?
It’s okay. But make sure they are securely encased,
If I violate any provisions of the snowmobile law,
‘what happens to me? .
Look out. You'd be guilty of a misdemeanor. It's
punishable under provision of Michigan law.
There is no age limit for operating snowmobiles in
Michigan. But use good sense.. Youngsters driving a
ile should be r ible and old enough to
exercise mature judgment as well as being able to
handle the physical operations of the vehicle.

Model Kits Available

Snowmobile tans who de-
spair if no snow is available on
winter weekends can while
away their time assembling a
new model snowmobile kit.

The unique model is a large
1/12 scale detaiting all the
working parts of a Nordic
stuwmobile and sleigh.

wic by Muel  Products
Corp.. ML Clemens, the kit is

available in hobby shops. de-
partment stores, discount cen-
ters, and at Ski-Doo snowmo-
bile dealers.

May Damage Rayon

Fabrics containing rayon
can be bleached: some rayon
finishes, however, are sensi-
tive to chlorine bleach.



