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Daniels

Den

By EMORY DANIELS ~

Exposures

Revealed

‘The den was assigned as a
roving reporter Christmas eve
to report on the gifts which
were under the trees of Far-
mington area civic and com-
munity leaders.

Not much validity should
be given this report. however.
since it was written after the
den consumed three gallons of
eggnog. six trays of cookies.
two pounds of mincemeat and
seven pounds of frozen turkey

FIRST REPORT is that
Bob McConnell and Dick Tup-
per each received a pair of
Buster Brown tennis shoes. a
stop watch and maps. :Only
the maps were different.)

Noel Kurth opened a pack-
age containing a doll house
with witches and goblins in-
side. intended 1o raise money
for his favorite cause.

Bill Bowman is having
lots of fun with an electric
train which he hopes to install
in 1980 to link the Industrial
Park with the Erie Canal
10Once accomplished. this will
scrap the master plan which
calls for a network of canals
throughout the area.)

The city’s seal and motto
judging committee received a
nomination. The motto is “The
Town That Forgot Time,
Sketched on the seal is a
grandfather’s clock without a
pendulum. tagged for repair in
10 vears .. or maybe 20 if
passage of daylight saving
time can be delayed

Ted DeBaeane received a
ook of inspirational readings.
In Chapter 2 is a quote in-
tended to be read every 1.000
vears in the month of April
““There is a tide in affairs of
men which taken at the flood

Curtis Hall's gift is a
computer which adds up the
miles of unpaved roads in the
township. multiplies the ruts
by the number of cars which
no longer travel on those
roads. divides the sum by the
number of people who haven't
signed petitions. subtriacts the
money left in the local road
funds. and kicks out a bill for
$3 million and a bottle of 3

N'S array of

gifts included a shiny red barn.
a chicken coop. a hamburger
press, and a shoe with a golden
arch.

Sandy Brotherton is ex-
changing his gift. It is a \el-
come to Farmington™ sign—
400 feet square. on a 60-foot
‘pale. with flashing neon lights
and it revolves 360 degrees so
1o one is overlooked. 1t's being
exchanged for a model which
is identical except the lights’
stay on continually

Vernon Lunn. next year's
general chairman of the Foun-
ders Festival, was given blue-
prints for a high-rise pigeon

00p.

Mildred Droege. librarian,
received a special camera
which will solve problems of
over-crowded book shelves.
It's a microfilming camera.

Floyd Cairns is installing
his new telephone. which is
equipped with a tape recorder
capable of playing back 20 dif-
ferent messages.

Dr. Roderick Smith re-
ceived a set of McCuffey
Readers from his curriculum
committee Lo review for possi-
ble use in the lower grades.

AN INTERESTING ex-
change took place at the
Chamber of Commerce. Barb
Benya gave Tom Zoedus a
watch. calendar and slide rule
Tom gave Barb a fuel injector.
a pair of studded snow boots
and a set of skis.

Terry Brennan received a
reference set. a handy glos-
sary giving the meanings of

such abbreviations "as: PRD.
PUD. SP2, ZI HTK. ASAP,
FYL FY. S TDY. FYGC.

FARC. FPCA. MSU. JC, OES.
VFW. BC (Board of Com-
merce. Beautification Commit-
tee and Boundary Commission
and etc.

Other gifts reported in-
clude: Dave Comfort's left-
handed coffee mug: John An-
hut’s teflon cash register:
Dorothy Gordon's bag of grass
seed: Fred Brayton's gas
stove. George Kuhn's pin-the-
tail-on-the-donkey set: Aldo
Vagnozzi's Saciety Against
Indecency to Naked Animals:
and finally. my dentist's gas
mask

Reader Writes
Why Letter
Was Written

EDITOR

11 becomes increasingly
mare tiresome to have Super-
visor Curtis Hall ascribe fack
of understanding to the citizens
who write Jetters to the town:
ship. Those who recently com-
plained about the efficiency of
the Building Department were
also given the questionable
treat of the Hallian circumlo-
cution

We fully understood the pos-
ition of Messrs. Tom Nolan
and Hall in regard to the ap-
pointment of a Senior Ciizens
Housing commuttee. to wit. the
committee will consist only of
members of the Township
Board for a “temporary pe:
riod.”

ft was not clear what the
position of others on the board
might be. Did “temporary
mean two weeks. six weeks or
until a conspicuous time in
October when relinquishing the
reins could be traded for maxi-
mum effectiveness at the bal-
lot box? We writers of the let-
ter knew full well the positions
of those who made their posi-
tions known: that was our rea-
son for writing the letter.

Application for study funds
might originally_have heen
detayed one ar two weeks
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while the Township Board ap-
pointed a committee. Already
the ordinance creating the Sen-
ior Citizens Housing Commit-
tee has been delayed from the
Dec. 8 until at least Jan, 12
because of birth within the
contracted legal council of the
township and cancellation of
the second December board
meeting, A few days further
delay should be of little or no
consequence

As our letter pointed out. no
special knowledge. expertise.
or interest in the area of public
housing has heretofore existed
on the township board; there-
fore wi ap this new
venture the township by
perpetualing the mediocrity
already in existence in so
many ather areas of the town-
ship’s endeavor?

If we can believe Supervisor
Hall, there is a raft of clamor-
ing citizens anxious to serve
on the Housing Committee.
Our admonition still remains
“Let them serve. but let them
serve svon'’

Sincerely.
WILLIAM HATT(
CATHERINE VIGNOE

Agrees With City

Expert Appraiser Sees Reform

While pushing for reform in ; tion department for Oakland
assessment practices, the City ~County in 1953 and served as
of Farmington found an ally in _director for over 10 years.
William B. Grabendike, a Bir-;
mingham appraiser.

Grabendike. a real estate !
broker since 1920, was once 2!
member of the Oakland;
County Equalization Board and
is past president of the Detroit |
chapter of the Society of Real!
Estate Appraisers Association. |

He congratulated the city
for its criticism. of what he
describes as the “current le-
lized holdup and confisca-
tion of real and personal prop-
erty in the state of Michigan
that is now being perpetuated
under the ruse of the newly
adopted Michigan State Consti-
tution.™

GRABENDIKE HELPED

establish the first tax equaliza: In a rather strong state-

Need Emphasis
On Minorities

Clouds of controversy over sex education are
gathering over the Farmington School district and
are already obscuring a much more important topic.

Hints of trouble to come ~ comments at meet-
ings, letters to the newspaper, etc — have been ob-
served recenty as the Family Life Education Com-
mittee (FLE) of the board o{educalicn begins mak-
ing noticeable progress. -

.

HE FLE IS an adv1sory group appointed by
the school board to study the problems of sex educa-

Edltorlal

tion, drug education and minority group understand-
ing. o limit the furor 'over sex e ucation seems to
have been the prmmpal reason for the existence of
the FLE.

Minority understanding pmbably will take third
place in the interest of the district’s residents. But
sex and drug education, certainly in the best inter-
ests of individual students, are not as important as
minority group understanding.

Minority group ' understanding is of vital
importance to the society as a whole. Riots and
disorders among blacks and the young are the
symptoms, The disease is the gap between what
we say and what we do.

A white suburban community probably will have
only an academic interest in minority understanding.
Almost any program on the blacks and poor could be
set up as a token.

There could be little brown boys in the textbooks
along with the little white boys. But there probably
won't be any explanation why there are very few
blacks in Farmington while hundreds of thousands of
them live only a few miles away.

e

THERE ARE SOME situations in which the so-
ciety's betterment must override the concerns of
individuals and communities. This is one.

The school board and the community should give
top priority to implementing an effective human re-
lations program.

Wylie Gerdes

Assign Gibbons

FARMINGTON

Army PFC Gary M. Gib-
bons. 21. son of Mr. and Mrs.
Joseph Gibbons of 32715 Briar-
crest. Farmington. bas been

assigned to the Ist Aviation
Brigade in Vietnam. as a re-
cords clerk.

(Following is the third in
to reform property fax assess
an expert oppraiser discysse:
sent system and why it is J

o series of orticles on the need
ing procices. In foday’s oricle,
s what is wiong with the pre-

nfair,)

ment. Grabendike declared:
“If the confused and unin-
formed taxpayers in the State
of Michigan today knew the
true facts of how their own tax
money is spent and further
how they are being taken for a
trip to the cleaners. there
would be an immediate tax-
payers revolt and a long over-
due thorough investigation of
the misuse of the taxpayers’
hard-earned money.’
Grabendike made reference
to the 1969 Oakland County
Equalization Report rd
ing to that report. he says. one
township in the county is as-
sessing at 19 of its true cash

value and another a1 12 of
the usual selling price.
“What is the State Tax

(ummﬁsmn dumg about these
i “espe-
mc Sdm(‘ condition
s that was true when
1 was employed with the coun-
when three of the Tax
Commission field men lived
and worked in one of the above

Reader Has
The Solution

EDITOR

For the past 20 years that 1
have lived in Farmington
Township there has been
never-ending talk about incor-

said townships

HE OBSERVED that stu-
dents of finance and most
admimstrative  olficials con-
demn the property 1ax because
its defects are so serious

Grabendike the prop-
erty tax is wrong m theory.
unjust in practice. results in
unequal valuations and causes
public demoralization

While serving on the State
Board of Tax Equalization.
Grabendike  recommended
elimination of pruperty tax for
school uperation with replace-
ment_ by an income tax. The
property tax. he said. should
be used unly for townships. ci-
ties and countics.

“The iecal communities
then, ot they felt the assess-
ments were not proper and
uniform. could easily remove
the inetlicient administrators
in their tax department and

hire qnnhhed experienced
personnel.”

Grabendike concluded by
complimenting the ity council
for “having the guts to stand
up publicly and express your
honest opinions and expose
these unvoted tax increases
for what they are and. in doing
so. let the public know there
are still some capable. honest.
intelligent people who are look-
ing after the intefests of the
public and taxpavers...”

The next article in this se-
ries. appearing next Sunday,

Chains In Trunk

The Michigan State Safety
Commission presents this tip
for safer winter driving from
the Nattonal Safety ‘Council:
“Tests show that reinforced
tire chatns providefour toseven
times as much pulling ability
on snow and jce as regular
tires without chains,” Always
carry chains in the trunk of
your car to assure your ability
to get through regardless of
the weather,

For Information

BUMPING o COLLISION o PAINT WORK

* AUTO GLASS INSTALLED
@ FREE INSURANCE ESTIMATES
@ ONE DAY SERVICE ON MINOR REPAIRS
@ FREE PICK-UP AND DELIVERY

OPEN DAILY 8 a.m. - § p.m. — SATURDAY 8 a.m’ - Noon

REDFORD AUTO COLLISION

30859 WEST 10 MILE ROAD, EAST OF ORCHARD LAKE ROAD

477-7333

poration and May
1 offer a simple solution”

The people of Farmington
Township. Wood Creck Farms
and Quakertown should ask the
City of Farmington ta take
them over completely 1 this
was accomplished. the com-
munity would be running
smoothly within one vear. The
voters from the new city could
elect the best for city govern-
ment offices. This merging
would bring a reduction of
taxes and betier service 1o all
through efficiency.

It is time that the politicians
put aside their personal inter:
ests for the betterment of the
people

BUGH SHELLY

BARNACLE BILL'S
SUBMARINES

425-8585

BEL AIRE DRUGS
10 Mile and Orchard Lake
Farmington

31460 FIVE MILE
at Merriman Road
Livonia

We appreciate

am to 2 pm so

Closed Sundays
& Holidays

FOR PICK UP - TAKE
OUT SERVICE CALL

356-3490

NOW OPEN
Superb Dining From
9AMTO 9 PM

PROVINCIAL
HOUSE

19460 West 10 Mile Road

ONE BLOCK EAST OF EVERGREEN
Most neighboring offices are stag-
gering their lunch hours from 11

patrons can be accommedated.

bution center,

1969 was a good year for us, thanks to you. And through our
tremendous buying power, it was a year of good buys for you.
We are one of over 3000 affiliated stores in 49 states and
co-owners of an efficient cost-saving warehouse and distri-

Qur miore than 3000 hardware stores have a volume purchas-
sng power equal to large chains. This means you can buy for
less, while we strive to keep a friendly, personalized inde-
pendent-store service. We will continue to show our 2ppre-
ciation for your patronage by giving the best service and best
values you'll find anywhere .. .
Happy and Prosperous New Year.

And we sincerely wish you a

that all lunch

5 MILY RoAp

AmvnGION.

TIME
I’R()SP[:IHT) IN

BOB ROZENBOOM

T0 WISH

SERVICE
32410 Grand River

474-7446

will examine other proposals
now being made io reform
assessment practices.

JOIN US FOR

NEW YEARS

at
Lictle
Caesars
Pizza
Parlor

Join the fun!
Call now for
reservations

851-2212
'y
Little
Caesars
Pizza Treat
32905

Northwestern Hwy.

Farmington

uf Orient Are”,
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‘METRO
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I
!
| MAIN OFFICE
33205 Grond River
Nelr Farmington Rd.

474-1000

a8 Away in a Manger”’,

SPECIAL from Metro!"

RCA
ﬂ'll'lﬁlilllﬂs

ﬁz/cwmamw

This outstanding stereo LP album features such top artists as
Arthur Fiedler & His Orchestra and Chorus, Steve Lawre
Evdie Gorme and Leontyne Price and such Chrisimas favoriies
“O Holy Night"”, and “We Thre2 K

_\4,«

as well as Tcha‘ikovsk\"s “The Nuts
many more. Al arrangements and performances were newly re
corded by RCA expressly for Metropolitan National Bank of
Farmington. The complete album is available to Metro custor
“for only $1.00 when they {a) Open a 1970 Christmas Club {b} De
p()snv at least $10.00 in a new or existing savings account,
(¢) Purchase a Savings Certificate. This album is a real collector’s
item and is not available in retail stores, ‘

metropolitan

national bank

R
of farmington

REDFORD OFFICE
25719 Grand River
Near Beech Daly
KE 8-9400

NEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION

3 %

ker”, ard

QUAKER TOWN
27500 Farmington Road
Near 12 Mile Rd.

476-9111




