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OBSERVING SPORTS

Perhaps, because of what happened to Bo
Schembechler in Pasadena, more people today may
have a soft spot for coaches and managers.

As it generally stands in this world of sports, the
coach or manager is the easiest man to replace.
When a team is going sour and isn't winning you
can't get rid of 10 or 15 or 40 players as the case

tearn tick that a coach can accomplish. But. overall,
teams win or lose because of the talent at hand.
And, for no other reason.
o

THIS DEPARTMENT of the Observer always
has had a fond feeling for coaches, particularly those
on the. schoolboy level.

By George Maskin

may be, so you chop one man — the coach.
That it may not be the coach’s fault makes no

difference.

Invariably the demise of any team - be it a
junior high or college or professional aggrega-

tion - Isn’t the fault of

the coach or manager.

It's simply that the coach hasn’t had the talent
to make his team a winner. .
True. there are certain aspects of making a

C’ville High Starts New Year
With 4 Winter Sports Teams

A new decade has dawned.

As it does. high school sports
flourish greater than every in
Observerland.

From the days when many
high schools fielded only teams
in sports like football, basket-
ball, baseball and track. their
interscholastic activities have
broadened considerably.

A typical school is Clarence-
ville.

Operating in a relatively
small district with just the one
high school — contrasted to
four in Livonia. two in Garden
City. two in Farmington «with
a third coming)-Clarenceville
boasts one of the most com-
plete sports programs in the
state.

IN THE FALL there’s foot-
ball and cross country.

Now. during the winter
months. Clarenceville is repre-
sented in four sports -- basket-
vall, wrestling. swimming and
gymnastics

When it comes to gymnas-
tics. only two other schools in
Observerland -- Farmington
and North Farmington ~ field
teams in this sport.

Comnes the spring. Clarence-
ville goes for baseball. track.
tennis and golf

IT'S NOT EASY for a
smalter school like Clarence-
ville to put on so many sports.

For one thing there's the
cost. But. the Board of Educa-
tion. backed by the school
administration and the par-
ents. solidly supports a com-
plete athletic program.

Another problem is man-
power

Many boys at Clarenceville
participate on three and four

Preps Back
In Action

Continued from Page 18

Farmington. loo. rates
watching in the league. The
Falcons resume with a -1 con-
ference slate and a high-pow-
ered team which has averaged
well over 73 points per game.

Paul White and Randy
Cleveland provide the major
firepower for the Falcons
White himself has averaged 30
points in the team’s last four

games.
CATHOLIC LEAGUE
All three Observerland
teams are “'right up’ there in
their respective divisions.
Bishop Borgess in the First
Division-West had a 5-2 mark
and was tied with East Catho-
lic behind Pontiac Cathotic
Central (7-0) when the teams
in the loop played Tuesday

night
St. Agatha, the Sootd-
west-Second  Division

champ in football, is Jocked
tn the thick of the fight for
the basketball crown these
days. St. Agatha, Mt. Car-
mel and St. Francis de
Sales all stood 6-2 and tied
for the top when the new
year began. Wayne St.
Mary's was right behind at

*dur Lady of Sorrows In the
Northwest-Second Division
held down second place with a
6-2 record behind Orchard
Lake St. Mary's, which swept
to victories in its first eight
games.

THERE'LL BE occassional
diversions from league play
during the rest of January and
through February for the area
teams,

But there won't be many.

Come March, of course,
everybody starts over again
in the state tournament, but
right now nobody s thinking
about that.

The indications are that it
could be a warm and prosper-
ous winter in league play for
most of the Observerland
schools.

sport teams

There are some in the
spring. for example. who play
baseball and run track almost
simultaneously

Thanks to the schedule mak-
er. the teams perform on dif-
ferent days. thus making it
possible for a voung man to
pitch or slug the ball one day
.. then run the hurdles or the
sprints the next

LOOKING AROUND Ob-

/e have learned over the years that coaching in
any schoof is no simple job.
For one thing the coach is a teacher first.
He must spend several hours each day in the

classroom.

Coaching comes secondary. And coaching piles
on more than just fielding a day for a given number

of games.

A coach is like a second father to most boys. To

serverland. one finds full
sports programs everywhere.

The four Livonia high
schools all have football, cross
country. basketball. swim-
ming. wrestling. track. base-
ball. tennis and golf

Plymouth at the moment
lacks wrestling. Thurston and
Redford Union have all the
sports. So do Garden City East
and West. North Farmington
and Farmington

Even in the smaller Catholic

League schools. the programs
have swelled in recent years.

All of which has to make the
prep athlete a happy voung
man. )

Whatever his sport. he can
find it -- in Observerland
schools.

If he’s the appreciative type
boy. and most are somewhere
ong the line he'll give thanks
to the people. like his taxpay-
ing parents. who help to make
it all possible for him.

NOW WHAT? That appears fo be the question Franklin’s Randy Lee (50} faces
as he looks around for someone to pass off to after taking a rebound in the game

(Observer photo by Croig Gaffield)

Football Is Best TV Show

against John Glenn.

EDITOR'S NOTE:

Farmington resident Philip

eehan is employed by
one of the mt?r:{puh(cn
area TV sfations. His views
on the best type of sports
television programming
seem especiofly pertinent
for this weekend of the
Super Bowls.

Try to design a television
program.

Forget the idealism of edu-
cational television, the drab-
ness of public service pro-
gramming, the vast expanse of
wasteland. Accept the present
cordition of commercial tele-
vision, and design a perfect
prograrm for it.

First, the program needs a
definite beginning and end. so
we know when to start and
stop the show. Find action and
color, bring in tension aid
drama, give us heroes and vil-
lains, too. Produce it on a rec-
ogrizeable scale. taking advan-
tage of television gimmickry
without taxing the basic equip-
ment. Allow periodic breaks
for commercials. Put on a new
one every week.

OBVIOUSLY. what we have
described is professional foot-
ball, from the opening kick-off
to the final gun. It is man
against man and teamn against
team, with heady rivalries at
both levels; it is life, on a
small, sophisticated scale.

Football is played at just the
right speed and just the right
distance. Baseball is too slaw,
hockey is too fast; auto racing
is 100 far away, boxing is too
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lose.
No matter what the experts

say about watching the middle
line backer or the flanker on
the line play. maost people
watch the ball. The television
camera can follow the ball, no
matter how fast it moves on
the ground or in the air. We
watch the middle linebacker on
instant replays: the real action
is where the ball is. where we
can see the pass, the run, the
tackle. the score.

The time outs are long
enough for commercials, and
the pauses between plays are
long enough for a slow motien
or a split screen replay. Half
time is long enough for a sand-
wich and a beer, or in a well-
organized household, long
enough for Sunday dinner,

Professional football is a
new show every game. The
waorst team in the league just
might beat the champions ane
week-end, and regardless of
who wins, every play is a po-
tential scoring play. Something
is always happening in foot-
ball. Something is always
there to put on the screen.

D

SOCIAL CRITICS worry
about the game. Football, and
the average man’s delight in
it, seem to them symptomatic
of some deep ill in our world.
Nonsense. For all its polish
and jolt, football is still basi-
cally a game.

1t'is a game, and the fans
know it is a game. They know
that if a man is flattened on
the field, he wiil eventually get
up, and will almost certainly
come back to play again, next
quarter or next week or next
year. More football careers

are cut short en the highways
than on the gridiron.

American man’s love of
football is nothing ominous.
Football is a game ~ despite
the proliferation of capricious
rules and the infinite variety
of specialization - essentially
a very simple game. 1t would
be great to be able to play. but
few can. Millions can watch,
though, and do. because it is
good television

Favor Mat

Challengers
For Title

Undefeated this season,
wrestlers from North Far-
mingten High School are rated
favorites to take the title from
Redford Union in the second
annual Invitational Tourna-
ment Saturday.

The North Farminglon
matmen have a 50 record.
They'll compete with teams
from Farmington High, Clar-
enceville, Southfield, Thurston,
Wayne's John Glenn, Garden
City West, and the host team.

Larry Fortner. RU coach,
has preliminary bouts set to
start at noon and finals at 7
p.m. in the RU gym at Curtis
and Kinloch.

Student tickets for 30 cents
and adult admission at $1 will
admit fans fo both the after-
noon and evening events.

A Pat On Back For All Coaches

a few he is the “father.”

The prep coach has to be a psychologist, a train-
er, a doctor, an administrator.

He must be able to take verbal beatings from
parents who scream because their sons don't play, or
don’t play as much as they think they should. or are
pulled from the scene of action because they aren't
getting a particular job done.

A coach must gear himselt for seeing one of
the kids rushed off to the hospital, injured in the
line of duty. The coach must be able to sit and
stand by while the doctors work to mend the
injury.

A coach must stay abreast with all the newest
wrinkles in his profession. He must know how to
scout opponents and use what he has learned about
such a chore to advantage

here are even some prep coaches who must

fight the battle of luring talent.

his is prevalent at the all-boy schools in the

Greater Detroit Catholic League. A coach has his
pick of the entire area. He might be able to talk ath-
letes from Livonia or Garden City or Farmington
into playing on his team.

And some have.

“ e

WHEN YOU GET OFF to the college level of
coaching, the task becomes more fierce.

Now it's no longer just the physical and mental
job of coaching.

Now you're battling rivals from all over the
country for standout high school talent.

And with so many colleges springing up and
the struggle to get the good boys getting tougher
and tougher, it’s emough to drive any strong
stomach and heart off course.

Too, when you take a team to a bowl as Bo
Schembechler did last week, there are the “extra's™
which hit you.

There's Disneyland and Marineland. the Holly-
wood studios ... There’s television and press confer-
ences...

Everything distracts from your basic mission to
California... and that's to win in the Rose Bowl.

Some coaches don’t mind the “‘extras.” But
many do ... and Bo Schembechler happens to be
one.

The hoopla got to him. just as the same fuss has
gotten to other coaches.

Hopefully, Schembechler will be none the worse
of his illness. Butonce a man is stricken. he tends to
slow down in the future.

Whether Schembechier is that type remains to
be seen. But from what we're told, he's a man who
thinks and lives football 24 hours a day the year
around

It'll take an iron-fisted doctor to change Bo
Schembechler around.

SHORT SHOTS: Livonia's Wayne Walker of the
Detroit Lions probably will be busier in the off-sea-
son than he was during the recent Lions’ campaign.

He will play some basketball for the Lions’
All-Stars ... he'll devote more time to his plush
restaurant in Detroit ... he’ll be back doing the
weekend and other sports shows on Channel 2.

Walker was disappointed the other night when he
played in a basketball preliminary before a Pistons’
game. The last time Walker was at Cobo Arena he
scored something like 20 points ... This time he was
overshadowed by Charlie Sanders. Walker only
scored a couple points.

Poor fellow!

. .

IMAGINE A WIFE calling her husband and ask-
ng:
*‘How's the weather?”
“It’s cold and lots of snow."
~Sorry honey. it's 80 and I'm going back to the
pool.”
It's sure nice. dear. to have a mom and pop who
can put you up for a week in Florida. Isn't it?
o e s

The word around the Farmington school
district is that several of the top assistant
coaches at Farmington and North Farmington
are in line for promotions to become head
coaches at the new Harrison High next fall.

There could be no more deserving men.
. e s

SEVERAL AREA TENNIS bugs are finding the
new Franklin Racquet Club in Southfield quite a spot
to enjoy their favorite sport. regardless of the
weather.

The club. recently opened, has eight of the finest
courts available and is open daily.

But unless you're a member, forget it ...
they've loaded the list of members and have had
to say “‘no"’ to several hundred others.

All of which proves that tennis is big stuff and a
great sport for peopl‘e of a!l ages.

PLAY BALL!

It's back to the title races Friday for the area's
high school basketball players.

Because of the way the calendar has fallen this
season. the preps have been off from title action in
their leagues for three weeks.

The same holds true in wrestling and swimming.

It’s All There x .
Michigan’s 208-page record 1970
book of athletics lsts every
varsity letterwinner back to DODGE DART
1866. $50 Down
h
$70% 23,
NOW Falt srice 4232848, nchuting
al s and 1870 Ucense
OPEN il
¥PS| ANN 3
Sno-mobile Park o,
7330 GEDDES ROAD we’ll come to your home
o
{% Mile w::: o;‘ Prospect) CRESTWOOD E
Ride Your Snowmobiles
Ride or Rent Ours DODGE
10 a.m, to 10 p.m. 32850 Ford Road :
HU 2.8205 Garden City 3
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I drove into the parking lotat
Mt, Brighton last week, It was
my first trip In several years,
Do you know what astounded me
the most? It wasn't the “man-
made mountain” or the great

‘No Need
For Changes

Kl

-~ Crisler

By W. W. EDGAR

The man who introduced
the two platoon system 1o
football and has seen such
things as the “T"" formation
and the triple option offense
come to the fore doesn't be-
lieve there should be any
changes in the rules—at this
time.

“We have a fine. interest-
ing and exciting game now."”
Fritz Crisler. former athletic
director at the University of
Michigan. answered when
asked if he thought there
should be any rules changes

~College football is draw-
ing well.” he said. “'so are
the pros. So. there is no need
for a change.”

It was pointed out that it
might be a smart move on the
part of the colieges to move
the goal posts back to the goal
line as the pros did

CRISLER DIDN'T AGREE.

~We are doing all right
with the goal posts where
they are. Don't forget that
while the pros are getting a
lot of field goals. the college
hoys have the opportunity to
provide more excilement
with the two-point conver-
sion that was adopted as a
means of attempling 1o pre-
vent ties.”

The real truth of Crisler’s
statements came to the fore
on the afternoon of Christ-
mas Day in the North-South
game in the Orange Bowl. A
special rule had been adopted
that eliminated a team'’s op-
tion om fourth down—if it
was at least nine points
ahead A team in this posi-
tion was forced 10 punt

The rule was brought to
eliminate the “blitz”" and
possible injury to the lads.
The rule backfired. howey-
er. when one cf the teams
forgot and ran on fourth
down. It was forced to cancel
m punt forma-

had to thke time out to ex-
plain the special rule.

Even then. it wasa't satis-
factory—to the fans or the
players.

The experiment only
proved the truth of Crisler's
statement

As a member of the Rules
Committee for years he is
emphatic in his belief that
there is no need to change
the rules.

SKIERS - SNOWMOBILERS

Torch Lake - Just Opened
In the heart of the ski
country. Excellent food,
besutiful lodge sur:
roundings, miles of
snowmobile trails.
$12 double occupancy
Call 261.1250, ext, 68

or 1:616-R 76171

number of skiers. It was the
number of automobiles with out~
of-state license plates, .

Gene Hill, owner-mansger~
ski school director, informed
me that his market nowextends
as far south as Louisviile, Kyl
Gene has taken an ares that
Uterally stood still for several
years and developed {t into one
of the most popular skl aress
In this part of the state.

1t has to qualify as the most
popular for those of usin Obser-
verland If for no other reason
than its proximity, A quick
30-minute drive up 1-696 and
you're there. Yowll find a
varlety of slopes and uphill
conveyances to keep you busy.
Top this off with an excellent
ski school staff, good snow
making equipment, and youhave
a successful operation,

My staff and I were 50 ex-
cited gbout the area we are
offering a ‘“ladies ski day”
every other Thursdaybeginning
Jan, 15, from 10 a.m. to 2
pom. If you are interested call
the Livonia Family Y, 261-2161,
for more information.

TOW LINE TID-BITS:

SHII room on the United States
Ski Assoclation charter fiight
to Eurcpe March 1-16, $195
round trip Detrolt-Gemeva for
qualified members,

Dr. Don Friedrichs, director
of secondary education Livoala
public schools, and family were
skilng [n Vermont over the holl -
days.

In a recent three-year study
of skl aceldents, it was found
that the over-all rate of injuries
has DECREASED BY more than
one-third in the last decade.
Factors tending to bring down
the Injury rate, satd the investi-
gators, are better equipment,
befter instruction and better
preparation of the ski slopesby
the resorts,

Age, sex, and skiing ability
are closely related to the infury
rate, the study shows, Injuries
decreased when skiers gradua-
ted from the beginner stage to
intermediate skills,

Moral--Take lessons!!

NEXT WEEK-Traverse City,
the family area,

ADVERTISEMENT

SKI TIPS

By Jay Stokan

Thase ok you plonning 1o purchose
1t 1his 500100 1hould know some of the
fottors considered in detarmining the tki
leagth you need A

S length gnwrally ranges from 128
m. (4 V10 220 em. (7 T A one
nd ol thi rarge s the long wiable sk
ond on the other and  the short maneu
varable sk Somewhare in thi range bs
the ora ngh pair of s for you. In de-
Hermining the corract length lor yov.
your berght, meight, and shiing profi:
ciancy 1 reloron to the ype of s ore
moror conydaranons

The best poicy in chooning o thr it 1o
et @ good satesman help you find the
type ond length you need A1 DI $KI
SHOP we pride aurselvas 10 being
knowiadgeoble in this type of cuttomer
sersice. Gattng the cight eguipment will
make you a better skier ond halp us

tablah gaod custarmers ond frends

Now 1 the time 10 et the saquipment
nd apparel you need. Siop in ond et
w thow you the 1970 lines of i eaquip-

meni and winter fashions

DI's Ski Shop

27438 Joy Boad
at comer of Inkster
GA 1-5163
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