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-What Christmas

Brought to Him{ ‘

By LAURA ELAINE CAMERON
Backto His Old pA S W\}L%gg
Job, the smmbled out>
Present of Clarkson's
Walter Manners 0 z‘:r;’tll felt

hat Christmas was
Needed Most  idcea golng ito ba

a dreary thue for
H'SIC“POW 3% i and his! fam-
Full to Over- |y, His hgnas
flowing With  were clendhed
Yu]eﬁdé JDY tightly as he came

out into the lglare
of winter sunshine, and his { face
showed a duil red—the hue hich

creepy over a man's face when insult
or humilintlon has come to him.
For twenty years of p old

: - he
him
i the
most ‘ill-tempered man in gl Wash-
burn—he had just been told that from

ot

towas i
‘its repuied 0 D

now on his services would be dise
pensed with, and all because of a
small mistake that had been wmade,
which  Clarkson the blind |rage
which had taken held of him,| had
latd on the shoulders of Manners.

1t was hard, he told himself 4s he
walked along, that 2 man who had

given the best of his life In sarvice
.could he cast away ltke an old glove
It must be that he was not as com-
petent as other men, he told [him-
-self.  For the hurt of d | had
sunk its fron deeper into Walter Maun-
,ner's soul than [t would have done in
{ﬂle case of apother man, for nlivays
‘be had been possessed of the féell
that he was not quite as capable
other men. Something within bim al-
1ways tried to belittle hiin to himselt,
and although he had often fought
with this feeling arnd had tried to
assure himself that he did as gogd or
‘even better work than some, pite
of hlmself it came every now
then to torture him. Now. in the,face
of his recent Wismissal, ft cnme iwith
added force, and he told mm\ell‘n\ er
and over again that “he wes a failure
or ‘else old Clarks.n would not Jm\e
det Him out. He never &mnrml to
think that perhaps it was the | long
essociatlon with 'a man of Clarkson's
J{type that had made him so diffident
about. hls own worth, !

He dreaded the ‘thought of “golng
home and telling his family the bad
news. He reproached himself that he
had not broken away from old Clark-
son ten years before when he had an
offer from young Peters, who had just
then come to Washburn, and who had
since made such a success. But then,
Jjas always, the fear of himself kept
‘ihim from accepting and he had stpyed
fon and.borne the fil-temper: of old
‘man Clarkson slnce. His forty-five
years hung heavils upon him as he

went on and he looked with dread (0
the future, for his family was just at
the age when r steady income was an
absolute necessity.

He shuddered now as he thought of

Christmas, when only a few hours
ago he had been living in happy an-
tielpation of the day. He had plunned
so many things; so many little sur-
prises that would bring Joy to his
loved ones; but now that was all over,
for how could he enter Into the spirit
af Christmas, weighed down with care
and dread of the future as he was
now?

¥s been @
upea anty,
w the thought

tor Manners had slx
i set o great stre
and 1s he went alo
came to him that I duty to his
family lay before him. For ae fell
that he would be imflfetng u great

Christmas.  What
of his own feeli v he could
be man eanugh to n for afew
days for the sake of those he loved!
After Christmas thiere would be time
enough to tell them the dread news—
to let them know. what a mlsemb]e
fallure he wa

He decided lhcn that he \\nuld not
zo home until his usual homecoming
hour, lest it might create suspiclon, so
to kill tlme he wandered almlessly
around town. He stopped to gaze in
Peters’ window as he passed. He
admitted to himself that there was a
vast difference between the appear-
ance of this store and Clarkson's.
Here everything was up-to-date and
atiractive: the window arrangement
such as niight make anvone s to
iool.  Once he had broached  this

subject to old Clarkson, but had been
met by such an outburst of wrath that
he had never dared to open the sub-
Ject again.

So engrossed was he with his
thoughts that he mever. noticed that
Ciyde Peters was standing Inside the
window and gazing stralght at him.
He flushed a dull red acain as the
thought came to him that sarely
Peters would suspect sorething to see
him wandering almlessly around at
what was usually the busiest time of
the day at Clarkson's. But he nodded
as pleasantly &5 he could to Peters
and walked on, _

ning without hls family suspecting that
there was anything amiss. He Joined
in the genernl gayety and helped with |
the decoratlons and various other |
little jobs; but all the while the heart
within him wgs sick with misery. But
he knew tlint" the burden was his to
bear glone, and. the thought that he
was saving hIs famlly from the truth
for a few da¥f gave him a little feel-
ing ot comfork.

Wt ten o'cle?k, after the smallest of
the children had been put to bed and
the Christmas tree had recelved all
its trimmings;ithe door bell rang with
a loud peal. “:\Walter Manners opened
1t. thinking Xt was a neighbor or pos-
sibly n Christmas gift of some kind,
but Ixuo'\d the tall figure of Peters
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In a few.minutes he told what he
wanted—seelng Manners standing out-
side hls store ‘that afternoon and sus-
pecting frem his attitude that some-
thlog was wrong, he had made in-
anirles and 'found he had left Clark-
son's.  Whereupon he had come to
ask him i he would consider a post-
tion with him, and when he numed
Ithe sulary Walter Manners gasped.
as It wes nearly twice the fizure he
had been getting,  And when, because
oI his high sense of duty that was
his, he told Peters that Clarkson had
let him out, Peters vnly laughed aloud
a “As i that would make
‘The wonder to all in
been how you could
bave stood him sq long.”

After that It did not take Walter
Manners long ta zive sent to the
ofter, and hiscup of joy seemed full
as he bifl gnod-nizht and good wishes
to Peters at the door.

But it was full to overflowing a fow
minutes later"when old Clarkson came
puffing to the door and told hiny he
could have his old job back agaln,
with a small tncrease In salary. For
although he never wanted to see Clark-
son's store agaln, vet the feeling that

he was wanted back in the old place,

added to the offer which he had just
accepted, gave him the confidence in
himself which he had alwars been
lacking, and thdt Christmas Waiter
Manners really ceme into his own,
he had gotten the gift which he need-
ed most of all.
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Make it Electrical
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éne US for Everything Electrical—

. Christmas Tree Lights

Radio Goods Heating Pads Table Lamps
y Portable Heaters

Flashlights

Westinghouse Tumbler Heater 1

g

‘Armstrong Table Stoves

Walfle Irons Boudoir Lamps
Electric Sewing Machines
Vacuim Cleaners

Electric Curling Irons - Westinghouse Ranges

Westinghouse and American Beauty Toasters

. American Beauty — Westinghouse. — Hot Point Irons
If Your Christmas Tree Lights Need Repairs Bring Them In Now—Don't Wait
Until Christmas Eve!
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Thanking you for your past favors and
anticipating your continued
" patronage, we
Wlsh you

A Bappv Rew Year
'N. J. EISENLORD & SON

Pllone 120
l .

Farmington, Mich.
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THE PARK GARAGE WISHES TO THANK THEIR FRIENDS ANK ’;PATRONS FOR THEIR PAST FAVORS
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—AND ANTICIPATIN G YOUR FURTHER PATRONAGE—WE BID YOU
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