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Legal Abortion Here?
34 Testify Pro And Con

By MARGARET MILLER
Women's Editor

1 had an abortion last
year.” a chic young woman
told a State Senate hearing in
Plymouth Monday

‘I had not had German
measles. though two doctors
were glad to sign letters say-
ing that 1 had. I'm 30 vears
old. and the reason for the
abortion was that my husband
and [ decided we did not want
another baby - we want 10
adopt an older child later

“1 did what was best for my
family. The tragedy was that |
was not able (o go 10 my own
doctor and tell him what 1 told
another

THE WITNESS was Mrs
Carolyn Epstein of Ann Arbor
and the hearing was one of
more than a dozen being con-
ducted around the state by the
Michigan State Senate Com-
mittee on Health. Social Serv-
ices and retirement

Presiding was Sen. Alvin J
DeGrow 1R-Pigeon. and the
commiltee chairman. Sen. N
Lorraine Becbe (R-Dearborn
Heights . was on hand for part
of the hearing

Mrs Epstein. who said she

could not “give the name or
the place” in connection with
her abortion. also stated em-
phatically

Men should not decide the
fate of women It's not demo-
cratic T will not aliow anyone
else to make such a decis
for me

THIRTY-THREE uothers -
men and women ranging in age
from high schaol students to
grandmothers - made state-
ments in a standing-room-only
meeting room  the Duaning:
Hough Library

They lined up 24 in favor of
changing Michigan s present
law to 10 against any change

Most favoring change. how-
ever. made 1t clear they do
not see much improvement in
any of the proposals o date
put forward What they
wanted was no law at all. with
the matter of bearing a child
left strictly 1o the woman in-
voived and her physician

Sen. Beebe said hearings
would continue until the end of
February and the commitiee
would study the testimony and
decide on a biil by March 20

We are getting a fine
collection of testmony.” she
said good factual miorma-

CAROLYN EPSTEIN
") had ebortion”

Musicale
To Attend
Hootenany

‘Hawaiian Hoolenany s
the program for the Jan 28
potluck buifet dinner of the
Farmington Musicale
Members and their hushands
will atiend the evening begin-
ning at £:30 p.m in the Nardin
Park Methodist Church an 1]
Mile Rozd in Farmington.

The Lutheran Choralaires of
Livonia. directed by Jerry
List. will appear in the pro-
gram. Musicale member Mrs
Marie Walck is conductor for
the program

Mrs. Louis Noetzel is pro-
gram chairman, while Mrs
Robert Stevens is chairman of
the hostesses

U-M Alumnae
To See ‘Dolly’

The Detrolt Assoclatlon of
University of Michigan Women
will sponsor @ theater party
for the fllm “Hello, Dolly in
the Americana Theater, Green-
field and Nine Mile, at 6:15
p.m, Sunday, Jan, 25.

Tickets for $5 may be re-
sorved with Elizabeth Lomg,
1436 Chicsgo, Datrolt, 48208,
and will be mailed before the
performance,

The #11m is directed by Gene
Kelly and stars Barbra Strel-
gand and Walter Matthau,

SEN. ALVIN DeGROW
Conducts hearing

tion and not just emotional-
ism."

Her personal favoring of
reform she underlined with the
statement

We're not advocating abor-
tion -~ we want o give women
the right to choose.

THE XTED child,
The battered child The right
to decide The rights of ehild-
ren. Freedom of religion. Ac-
cepting moral responsibility
Sacredness of human life. The
population

These were some of the
terms heard frequently in the
212 hours of lestimony as
\itnesses speaking as individ-
uals and as representatives of
organizations stepped 1o the
stand

The first 1wo witnesses 0p-
posed change

What excuse 15 there for
taking life because someone
had an unfortunate accident””
asked Mrs Vielet Lantzy.
mother of 10 from Union Lake.

This generation will go down
in history as the greatest pro-
ponent of love Let us not be
guided by (hose who do not
love life

Mrs Paul Benson read a
statement by her husband.
who is a Plymouth obstetricion
and gynecologist

Abortion is morally Wrong.
and though an unwanted p{eg-
nancy is unfortunate. two
wrongs do not make a right.
the statement said. {

SEN DeGROW questioned
several of the witnesses after
thev offered their testimony
Two of these were Mrs. Sandra

CHESTER MILLER
Friends troubled

McLennen of Plymouth. a doc-
toral student at the University
of Michigan and a staff mem-
ber at the Plymouth State
Home. and Dr. Elspeth Reagan
of Northville. a pediatrician
cmployed in the inner-city
Comprehensive Neighborhood
Health Cenler.

Mrs. McLennen had said she
was “concerned for the rights
of children. abandoned, abused
and unwanted and perhaps
growing up to have more un-
wanted children.” and also
said she worried about “'the
brothers and sisters of the
unwanted children. the life al-
ready existing.”

Under questioning by the
senator. she said she felt many
of the wards in the state home
would not have been born if
abartion had been a choice

Dr. Reagan. asked if she
sees unwanted children in the
course of her work in the in-
ner-city center. told DeGrow

“1 don't ask: there’s loo
much 10 do. But [ see many
children whose parents cannot
care for them and I feel sure
they wish they didn't have
them.”

Dr. Reagan also said those
favoring abortion reform
should start giving some con-
sideration to the way it would
be handled. and suggested the
matter might eventually be a
matter of public health. with-
out cost or covered by insur-
ance

“With the new aspiration
method.” she added. “‘there’s
now doubt as to whether there
should be any law requiring
that it be done in an accredited
hospital. The doctor’s office
coutd be a suitable place.”

SEVERAL STUDENTS from
high school and Madonna Col-
lege gave their views.

Chester Miller, Plymouth
High senior, said he knew of
three giris who had become
pregnant in recent months and
one had an illegal abortion fal-
lowed by a serious emotional
problem.

Sen. DeGrow asked if Milter
thought the emotional problem
would have been as present in
a legal abortion.

~No, sir. I don't.”” he said.
It would have been better if
she could have gone with her
parents to a doctor.

M A DONXNN A SENIORS
Joanne Strachbien and Chris-
tine Tanasek testified against
liberalizing abortion laws,

“As a woman. I've been

MRS. NANCY BROWNE
“Accept responsibility”

comes across my desk

. M. Memos|

¢h vear at this time. a discouraging story

IUs the announcement of the annual search for a
mother of the vear. and to edit it I must read the

requirements

There's the rub. I realize I wouldn't qualify even
to be mother of the day. let alone the vear.
Let's see. The lady honored should embody
courage, cheerfulness, patience, affection, un-
derstanding and homemaking ability. Quite an

order.

der.
he should have a sense of responsibility in

civic affairs and be active in public service to so-
ciety. Well. I vote and buy a Goodfellow paper.

Be a legal mother and not a divorcee. Now,
THERE 1'm on solid ground.

And then I read that last requirement--have no
children under 15. Well, what do you know--I don’t

qualify

anyway. so 1 don't have to embody courage

or cheerfulness or patience or affection or under-
standing or homemaking ability after all.
nce, though, 1 mef one of those paragons
who was selected mother of the year and de-
cided she had a rare sense of humor in addition

to all her other virtues.

The occasion was a luncheon, and she was one of
several lady celebrities being interviewed on stage
by a feminine telecaster of local fame. Our inter-

ticular line of work.

viewer talked to each woman in turn, and as an open-
ing gambit asked how she happened to enter her par--

Came time for Mother of the Year. and she

turned the tables.

~1 hope.” she told her surprised questioner,
d to

*'that you aren’t going to ask me how [

become a mother!

given the great privilege ol
bearing children. ~ Joanne
said. “How would T explain it
to my other children if T were
to have an abartion”""

Christine stated: "It isn't
fair to society to say which
person will live. We don’t
know what cach will contrib-
e

Ann Arbor grandmother

Mildred Scrgeant said the pre-

sent law is an abridgrient of
freedom of religion” ang
added:

“1 am interested in saving
s = actual lives. not aca-
questionable ones.

TWO PLYMOUTH MOTH-
ERS favored the present law
and spoke of aceepting respon-
sibility

Mrs. Nancy Browne, mother
of 10. stated should accept
responsibility for nur acls -
maybe we don't like the cons
quences but we enjoyed the
privilege

Said Mrs. Dorothy Oullette:
mather of five

10 it were my daughler. 1
would want_her to bear her
child 1t would make her a bet-
ter person.”

Mrs. Esther Friedrichs of
Livonia who has six children.

voiced deep concern over the
population explosion and
added:

1 feel guilty at times that
we've indulged in this much
contribution to the popula-
tion.”

She also said four of her
children are college age and
“they are respansible individu-
als whom 1 respect: I think if

PACKED HEARING -+ At least 80 persons crowded
into the meeting room af the Dunning Hough Librory in
Plymouth for @ public hearing on the proposal to change

there were an unwanted preg-
nancy. they would feel abor-
tion a course to be consi-
dered.

TWO PROFESSIONALS in
service fields. public health
nurse Alice Cook and s
worker John Suttinger.
strongty for a change in law.

I have seen many children

poorly cared for.” stated Mrs
Cook. *and § have many umes
been unable to assist & mother
determined to have an abor-
tion. Health should be & right
and not a privilege

Suttinger said the Huron
Valley chapter of the Amert
can  Association ol Soctal

Continued on Poge 3C

Michigan's abortion law. All testimony was taped for

committee study.

(Observer photos by Horry Mauthe)
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