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They were disappointed thot the presidential primary
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Bours o day «the present sys-
ten 15 wne day tor 13 hours:
Retorm Comission: Chair-
man William Haber said vot-
ers with Democratic leanings
sre mare mobrie than Republi-
cans and that the reforms are
aimed at the needs of & mobile
population

IN AN INTERVIEW. 19th
istrict Chatrman Aldo Vage
nozzi agreed that the reforms
would make 1t easier for many
auto workers. some of whom
move back and forth between
northern and southern states
during economic cvcles. stu-
dents and even some migrants
10 vote.

But Vagnozzi added: 1t will
also help a ot of junior level
executives and middle man-
agement men in the suburbs.
In  my  neighborhond
«Farmington Township». there
are a lot of these. When Ford
or Chrysier or GM says.
‘Here's a promotion and a
transfer.” vou take Il or you
don't get aother chance

In the 2nd District. lrving
Rozian of Plymouth agreed the
reforms would be ““some help”
but called it minimal,

A FEATURE of the Demo-
crats’ proposed reforms is abo-
linon of the requirement that
local clerks cancel the regis
trations of persons who fail to
vote in any election for two
vears

Republicans cull this “elimi-
nating deadwoad.” but Demo-
crats call it ~punishing people
for not exercising a right.”” But
a truer indication of both par-
ties” moatives is given by these
University of Michigan Sur-
vey Research Center statistics
for a recent non-presidential
election
@73 of persons calling them-
selves “strong Republicans
and only 58 of “'strong Demo-
wwent to the polls.

@18 of weak Republicans™
and 407 of “weak Democrats™
voted

A 15TH DISTRICT leader.
Romulus Township Supervisor
Rod Smith. agreed that the
changes. if enacted. would
benefit Democrats and be op-
posed by Republicans.

A former township clerk and
now secretary of the district
organization, Smith said in-
dustrial and urban areas would
benefit most from liberalized
registration laws.

Smith said Romulus gained
150 to 200 new voters when a
Kelsey-Haves plant opened
there. They didn't have a tre-
mendous impacl on the com-
munity of 23.000 persons. but
in a smaller area. the impact
could have been greater.

Smith agreed with conven-
tion endorsement of the 18-
vear-old vote but had

qualms™ about letting college
students vote where they go to
school

FASHIONS IN

Donation: $1.75

Friday, January 30 - 7:30 p.m.
st. David’s Episcopal Church

27500 Marquette
Tickets: Cali Helen Blowett - 427.5744

THE HARRIS BROADCASTER

FLARE

SUPPORT

The Livenia Youth
Symphony Society, Inc.
Women's Auxiliary
Call Mrs, Millie Corkery at

422-6657

Tickehs: Mr.
onation: $3.7.

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE
AWARD BANQUET

Spoaker: Attorney General Frank Kelley
January 22, 1970 - 6:30 p.m.

Wayne-Ford Civic League Hall
1661 Wayne Road

Lance Johnnn - 7280169

R.G.&G.

GARDEN CITY CHAPEL

To publish the notice of your organization activity, contact, in person,
Thomas F. Rost, Mgr., Garden City Chapel, or David R, Whitncy, Mgr., Livonia Chapel.

R.

SCHOOL VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITY

Janvary 28 - 10 a.m.
St. Matthews
United Methodist Church
30900 Six Mile Road -

Speal .
Comdlnumv o( School Volunteers,

SINCE 1910

FUNERAL HOMES
LIVONIA CHAPEL

Livenia
Roselynn Yergan

y of Detrait

Free

(Formeriy LANE) Phone: 4255200

Phone : 422672
31551 Ford Road, near Mesriman 15451 Faimington Road, near Five Mile

owAreaDemocrats Split
OnPresidential Primary

By DENNIS PAJOT

On the key vote of the Dem-
ocratic Party Political Reform
Convention last weekend. the
three congressional district
delegations represented. in
Observerland played varying
roles.

When a compromise plan
embodying features of u presi-
dential primary and a re-
formed convention was pro-
posed. the districts repre-
sented the opposing viewpoints
and the middle rmld‘

HKRE IS HOW area delega-

tions voted on the compromise
propasal for a presidential
primary
® 20d District 49 1 2 for, 58
12 opposed The Wayne
County portion «Plymouth and
Narthville) favored it 5-1. de-
spite the appasition of District
Chairman Roberl Dwyer. Ann
Artbor area delegates gave it
StFong support,
@ 15tk District - 16 ves, 117
no. This labor-oriented district
includes  Garden City, West-
Jand and Canton Township.
Hth District - 65 for. 64
opposed  The Wavne County
portion wenl M-18 in favor.

What The Fight
Was All About

Here are the three major methnds of selecting
national convention delegates that the Democratic
state convention on political reform discussed last

weekend:

1) PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY as proposed by

the Haber Commission - the numbers of

elegates

supporting various presidential hopefuls would be set
in proportion to the votes in a primary election, with
the individual delegates selected by the candidates
themsel\'es or their 1epresentauves Never came to

21 PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY compromise
(also known as the Millender compromise) - the
numbers of delegates supporting candidates would be
set in proportion to their votes in a primary election.
but the selection of the actual delegates would be
done by adherents of gach candidate at the regular
party district caucuses. Defeated, 1013 to to 1,280

3) REFORMED CONVENTION procedure --
precinct delegates who elect delegales to the state
convention. who in turn select the delegates to the
national convention, would be elected in the presiden-
tial election vear instead of 1wo years previously.

a vo

Approved. 1.245 to 914.

Petition Talk
Is Revived By
Primary Backer

By DENNIS PAJOT

John Reed Koza. of Redford.
liberal Democrat who has been
seeking a presidential primary
for Michigan, called the party
relorm. convention emphasis
on that issue “phony.”

He said he believed the
Haber Commission of the par-
ty. which led to the conven-
tion. served lo defeat a peti-
tion drive that sought to put
the question of a primary on
the popular ballot

Koza. a member of the New
Democratic Coalition, was the
writer of the petition. He had
previously drafted a presiden-
tial primary proposal which
was presented 10 the state Leg-
islature.

THE HABER Commission
sought to have the party. in-
stead, take the lead on deter-
mination of ils support or non-
support of a presidential pri-
mary.
“It's phony 1o begin with,”
Koza told Observer Newspa-
pers. “‘because the party is
the position of asking the union
10 give up its own power.

T don't think a regular
party convenlion is the place
to bring it up

“It's an impressive show of
the party’s ability to control
the political envirenment.”

KOZA WARNED a Saturday
night caucus of about 250 of the
state NDC adherents to give
up efforts to forge politic
strength by joining black liber-
als in a primary

JOHN KOZA
Wants Changes

He asked the NDC caucus to
commit itself, instead, to a
petition campaign for a pure
primary after the convention.

His warning proved correct
The next afternoon, the presi-
dentiat primary proposal was
beaten. largely through the
efforts of the union and black
caucuses.

After the vote. NDC leaders
announced their petition drive
would begin immediately

The Saturday NDC caucus
decided with oniy one dissenl-
ing vote. to jein in the effort to
pass a compromise primary
proposal in the convention
Sunday.

THAT PROPOSAL FAILED
by 248 votes. 1.280 to 1,032, and
with it failed the liberal hopes
for a party commitment to a
primary,

The pure primary propasal
betore the convention as part
of the Haber Commission Re-
port never came to a vote

A minority report of the
commission, seeking inste:
reformed convention proc
dure far picking national con-
vention delegates. passed

proposal.

“There aren't enough dele-
gates here to pass either the
tpure) primary or a compro-
misc. Kvery organization with
power is against it. for good

gy on the next
bullul

Liberals sphit on the question
of a pure primary or a com-
promise primary first: then
abandoned the Stage. letiing
the conservalives win dver-
sively in the end.
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The Okland Couns portion
voted 31 yes. 3

ON THE RM‘ORMI:I) con-
vention proposal. Observer-
land de!egd(e~ voted this way:
® 2nd District - 51 for. 57
against. , Plymouth-Northville
delegmec backed it 5.25 lu 0 75

15th’ District - 128 f
agmns( Thus. 11 votes snlned
heiween the rollealls
2 bt District - favor.

agail Wayne delegates
ga\c it only 13 votes with
opposed.. but Oakland was in
favor 41 to 36

5

THE 19TH HAD heavily Jib-
eral deleg: the subirbai
Wayne (' mmmumueq of
Livonia and Redford, led by
Wayne 18th District Chairman
Ron Mardiros.

also had many pro-tabor

delegates in the Oaklang
County portion around Pontiac
led by total-19th District
Chairman Aldo Vagnozzi.

The liberals in the 19th were
further divided between those
secking a pure primary and
those willing to accept the
compromise.

Many Pontiac area blacks
distrusted the primary pro-
pu:al particularly after the

lack caucus™ voted against

L.
THE ISTH DISTRICT con-
tained only two avowed mem-
bers of the New Democratic
Coalition. which was the pri
mary rallying force lor a
compromise.

leader was District
Chairman John Canficld. Dear
bora Heights mayor who was

opposed to the convention in
the first place and did every-
thing he could 1o make that
fact known on and off the con-
vention floor.

The 2nd District is com-
prised of five different coun-
ties reflecting city. suburban
and rural parts of the state
mostly just bevond the major
Detroil suburhs.

District Chairman Robert
Dwyer of Plymouth had the
helm. He is"a Secretary of
Stale’s office branch manager
and as such was committe
appose & primary

Meanwhile, Ann Arbor area
delepates. reflecting that
city’s liberals clamoring for a
voice in politics, cast the pre-
dominant bloc of votes in the
other direction

Convention Idea

‘Wrong’—Canfield

By LEONARD POGER

DETROIT

The 15th Congressional Dis-
trict of the Democralic Party
shed no tears at the funeral of
a proposed presidential pri-
mary plan to replace the cur-
rent convention method of
picking presidential candi-
dates.

The I5th District. led by
Chairman John Canfield of
Dearborn Heights. voted over-
whelmingly to reject any
move to have a state-wide
presidential primary

The district includes Garden
City. Westland and Canton
Township.

In a vote for accepting a
proposal for a reformed con
vention system. the 15th Dis-
trict favored that plan by a
1285 margin. providing one-
third of the plan's final margin
of victory at the state conven-
tion

A COMPROMISE plan to
combine a state-wide presiden-
tal primary with a revised
convention operalions was re-
jected by the 15th District by
a 117-16 margin. The conven-
tion delegates defeated the
compromise plan by a much
closer margin of 1.279-1.031.

Oniy 30 to 35 district dele-
gates attended cach of the
weekent sessions. but the vot-
ing results were projected to
reflect the full 133-delegate
strength:

The results of the 15th’s feel-
ings toward Democratic Party
reform come as no surprise

CANFIELD AND HIS sup-
porters made it clear at a dis-
trict convention in December
that they were not reform-
minded and that they did not
want 1o lose any control over
local delegates sent 10 siate or
national conventions to nomi-
nate presidential candidates

Canfield. Dearborn Heights
mayor -and district chairman
since its formation in 1964. rei-
terated his feelings toward
parly reform and the reform
convention itself during an in-
terview in his Detroit Hilton
Hotel suite.

The ‘chairman has stated
repeatedly that he doesn’t feel
that the Democratic Party
should hold a state convention
at this time of the vear when
it should be devoting its time.

JOHN CANFIELD, the 15th District statesman, was
opposed to many of the Haber Commission reforms and
even to holding o special Democratic state convention fo

discuss them.

energies and monies to win-
ning state elections this fall

THE TIMING for the con-
vention held last weekend "is
all wrong.” Canfield pointed
out. It should have been held
after the November 1970 elec-
tions.”

Another gripe of Canfield
about the convention is that he
never received a complete
report-of the Haber Commis-
sion which recommended the
presidential primary although
he was a member of the com-
mission. The commission was
chaired by Dean William Ha-
ber of the University of Michi-

an
“There are same parts of
the commission report 1 have
and other parts | don't have.”
he said
“This is a poli
canvention. and

making
¢ should

(Observer photo)

have had more time to debate
the issues

¢ '\FltLI) 5\]1) that a
presidential primary would do
away with the political party
structure. with which he is
concerned.

He pointed oul that a candi-
date nominated in a state-wide
presidential primary could lose
in the general election “if he is
nat supported by Democratic
volers.

He also commented that the
local party workers. “the vine-
vard workers.” work hard in
non-presidential vear electians
and should be recognized at
conventions

Canfield also said that he is
opposed ta having the precinct
delegates elected at a special
vote in the spring or summer
of cach presidential vear be-
cause of the cost of the special
clection

What Local Democrats
Did On Haber Group

Six persons fram the Qb
serverland  polilical seene
served o the Haber Palitieal
Reform Canunission 1l pro-
posed The ifems considered
this past weekemd by he stte
Demoeratic Party i eonvens
tion,

Obseryer Newspapers infer-
viewed the live thal attended
the convention.

KING JUNT s the ¢on-
vention adipled @ refurm con-
veuton procedure and decided

Dt issue, e men-

er Congressman Bii-
o of the 191h Dis-

L. said

“Weve had q good - spirited
debite. This was the reason
for 1hy canvention,

<1 was far the Haber Com-
nission document as printed. 1
n'L with cither |I|u major-
¥ or [minorit orl con the
nationpll  convention delegate
wlmlpm reform qu tion).

“1'm for a w;
dential prima
uniforinly;

in all states,

\iRﬁ GERALDINE  Me-
VABB of Orchard Lake, a New
Demotratic Coalition member.
took 4 stance for a pure pri-
mary.

SWith 3 prmary. o persen
dvostt have to ge throogh all
the machinations of & conven
tinn 1o have a voiee.

“But 1 don’t see a priman
as the end-all of reformin
Michigan politics

After a compromise plan
had Lailed she said that i the

altermative proposal for it re-
lnl M convenlion pa -1
be very disappointed

MAYOR JOIN C o
of Dearborn Heights was for
the reform convention,

l\lllhmgl Mrs. MeNd ibb
“arnum parti
s in the Haber Comn
\Iull ( |f|(\lx| wils hot.
osed
I)uldln;: "The convention.

||I(|

even o

“The timing is all wrong.”
he said. Tt should hase been
held afier the November 1370

elections.” |

HUBhHT D\V\'hR 2nd
Congressiona Disirict ‘chair:
man and Plymouth branch

aitended all but one of the 12
plenary sessions of the Haber
Commission,
It was a far better than av-
erage record. because of the
memibers, only 28 10 30 at-
'

tended any one meeting. on
The average
Actually.” said Dwyer.

the real work was done in the
subeonpmittees

Dwyer opposed the Haber
Comthission's key proposal -
the presidential primai
instead backed 1he succ
propesal to reform the party’s
method of selecting national
convention delegates,

PHILIP H. POWER. pub-
tisher of he Observer Newspa-
pers. was a_member of the
Haber Comumission and served
on its freedom of information
subcommnittee.

The convention adjourned.
towever. before voting on that
subcommittee’s major recom-
mendations. They were to allot
prime tadio and television
time to major candidates for
federal and state offices: to
have the state issue a voters’
pamphlet with sample bailot
and information about the can-
didates: and to h
ally-supported m:
voter for every candxdm for
federal office.

Power was aclive in the
campaign for the presidential
primary although he was not a
delegate.




