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Urge Drivers Take Care,
Avoid Rear End Mishaps

This could be the safest and
least expensive Labor Day
waekend of recent record If the
ndtion’s motorists would re-
sponsibly and effectively avoid
the common rear end collision,
a safety export sald today,

“‘Rear end smashups are the
easlest crashes to prevent. But
there’s a basic misunderstand-
ing about how and why they
bappen, Rear ending ls the di-

rect result of drivers following
so closely they can't stop or
dodge in time--aven If they pay
the closest attention and have
the fastest reflexes.

More than one-third of all
traffic mishaps today and one-
half of the resulting Injuries are
the outcome of rear end col-
Usions,” said Donal C, Bolton,

“1f the driver will remember
to use common sense and adapt

to the different conditions of
weather and traffic, the number
of rear end crashes would de-
crease slgnificantly, The driver
must keep Ms mind on his
driving task. Driving is a full-
time job, and the driver who is
thinking about personal prob=
lems Is a meoace to others,

“Every driver must drive
defensively. He must be aware
of the driving conditions ahead,
the need for a slow-
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down or a stop, keep an eye
out for cars pulling out from
side streets, use his turn sig-
nals correctly, use his rear
view mirror, and change lanes
in advance of turns.”

ACCORDING TO BOLTON,
“Stopping depends on many fac-
tors: car speed, driver alert-
ness and reaction time, road
surface and slope weather,
tires, brakes, and even car
welght, It requires fast, accu-
rate dectsions. N

uDrivers cannot tailgate. By
maintaining enough distance be-
tween your car and the one ahead
to provide a safe stopping dis~
tance in an emergency, 2 moto~
rist can be prepared for the
unexpected,

“The driver should never let
a tallgater force him totailgate
the driver ahead, The defensive
driver must pull over when he
can and give the tallgater room
to pass.

“Drive defenslvely by ex~
pecting the worst from other
drivers at all imes, especially
In free-wheeling expressway
trattic,” Bolton advises.

“On metropolitan express-
ways, where accidents atfaster
speeds produce the deadllest
daniage, tallgating ranks num-
ber one in causing deaths and
injuries. In order to prevent
the slaughter on the express-
ways every driver must have
his mental alertness tn high
gear,” he said.

«Driving slow or stopping on
the expressway Is an open lnvi-
tation to chaln-reaction rear
ending. In braking and exiting on
the expressway the motorist
must be alert and avold a last
minute dectsion to jump lanes
in order to turn off the road-
way.

“To have a safe and inex-
pensive motoring Labor Day
weekend the driver can avold
the rear end collision by being
alert and defensive.”
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