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A New Petition

Another twist has been added to the his-
tory of boundary matters in the Farmington
Area with the filing of another petition,gl'he
latest seeks an election to incorporate Far-
mington Townshi{) and Quakertown as a
home-rule city, leaving out Wood Creek

Farms.
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Eyeing Establishment

A Farmington resident Wednesday told
the State Boundary Commission its actions
are a good example why young people are
disturbed with the establishment. . .Another
article reports young people may not be as
disturbed with the law and courts as most of
us might believe. . .And Daniels’ Den says
Farmington Township government ought to
conduct a special study on how to improve its
substandard housing areas. These are the top-
ics covered on today’s local editorial page.
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New Village Clerk

The Village of Wood Creek Farms has
aprm_nted a new clerk and the new appointee
will immediately be put to work receiving
petitions from ‘candidates and registering
voters for thé village election in March.
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Need An Idea?

An increase in winter camping, snowmo-
biles. what's new at the movies plus the infor-
mation a%cut a guest artist appearing in Ob-
serverland. . .That's just some of the infor-
mation included on today's guide to leisure
time activities. It's all on today's Amuse-
ments Page of your hometown paper, and no
other paper can match it.

Page 4B

Student Power

There's lots of it in university towns that
can’t vote. Mlchi%gn Democrats want to let
them vote. Tim Richard got the story the

broadcasters completely missed from last
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weekend's state convention.

Bowling
Business Beat .
Churches in Action
Classified Want Ads
Deoths and Funerals
Feature Page ....
Sports--Prep and Pro ...
World of Women

G, M, R, X--These are the abstract sym-
bols that the movie industry uses to rate the
films you and your children see Are they

working? Who's fighting them? Do people
even understand them? Entertainment Editor
Sue Shaughnessy will take a hard, but objec-
tive. look at the whole system in next Sun-
day's edition of your hometown paper.

On Youn Shest

Your nefghborhood boy 18

or route, The 50¢ you pay
nm each month for our new
Carrier Subscription Flan
assures his success in his
first business venture. Be
gure to ask for a receipt,
which will guarantee daliy-
ery of The Farmington Ob-

State Turns Down Substitute;

By EMORY DANIELS

The web of boundary entan-

glements now rests entirely
upan the lap of Oakland County
Circuit Judge Frederick Ziem.
He must decide if incorpora-
tion of a new city or annexa-
tion will be the next matter
voted upon in the Farmington
Area.
Wednesday the State Bound-
ary Commission removed it-
self from current proceedings
by rejecting the substitute pe-
tition filed by Robert Me-
Connell of Farmington Town-
ship.

ON DEC. 17. the Boundary
Commission rejected Mec-

“Connell’s petition seeking an

election to incorporate the
township and both villages as a

new city. The commission
ruled that a township and two
villages could be joined only
threugh consolidation.

At that same meeting. Mc-
Connell countered by filing
another petition asking the
state to substitute the word
“consolidation” for the word
“incorporation” on the petition
he filed on Oct. 13.

1If the commission had ap-
proved the substitute, it would
have been given the retroac-
tive date of Oct. 13, and a con-
solidation election would have
had to be held before the Oak-
land County Board of Supervi-
sors could set an annexation
vote, which was requested in
another petition.

CHUCK HACKNEY. assist-
ant attorney general. recom-
mended in vain that the com-

mission not take action on the
substitute and instead seek a
declaratory judgment from
Judge Ziem when it defends
rejection of the incorporation
petition.

Hackney reasoned that if the
commission rejected the sub-
stitute, another lawsuit was
certain to be filed. Thus, the
commission would be placed in
the position of defending two
lawsuits before two different
judges.

For legal expediency and
smoothness. Hackney asked
the commission to delay action
and ask Judge Ziem for a dec-
laratory judgment on legality
of the substitute.

“There is a good chance that
no matter which way you rule.
this matter will find its way

ORIENTAL--You can't read it, but the top line Farmington exchange student Yuki-
nori Ono has written reads “United States of America.” The bottom two lines are the
Nori's nome as he writes it at home in Japan.

(Evert photo)

Oriental Twist

We Don’t Have Corner
On Generation Gap

By ELIZABETH WISSMAN

It seems Americans don’t
have a corner on the genera-
tion gap.

But the Japanese generation
gap takes a different twist

ACCORDING TO Yukinori
Ono. an American Field Serv-
ice exchange student at Far-
mington High School. didn’t
know he had a generation gap
until he left home to spend the
year in Farmington.

Nori, Ono. or Yuki the an-
swers to all three! has been
getting letters from his mather
that read from right to lefL.
Modern Japanese are taught to
write from left to right, as
Americans are.

Asked il he thinks his
mother is old-fashioned, Nori
laughs, “'She just does it. She
doesn’t know any other way."

Whatever way she writes,
Mrs. Ono is to be congratu-
lated at simply learning
enough of the Japanese alpha-
bet to write a letter. Nori had
to learn a total of 800 letters
just to know his “educational
letters," as he calls them.

Because the Japanese lan-
so intricate to write.
Japanese have simpli-
fied the matler of signatures
for checks. legal documents.
charge accounts, cte.

NORI SAYS that anyone
who does business in Japan
owns a “hanko.” an official

seal unlike anyone else’s that
is as identifiable as a personal
signature.

Because the word '“counter-
feit” is not in Nori’s Japanese-
English dictionary. it is impos-
sible to determine how many
hankos are copied for illegal
use. Nori can't quite grasp the
word “counterfeit.”

In other respects. Nori has
found life at the George Rick-
eys' of 21985 Leyte, his host
family. much like his own in

“Family life here is just the
same.” says Nori, “'But at
home we don't have Saturdays
off. Here I've been so occupied
with events on the weekends. 1
even enjoy polishing the car,
it's so nice Lo not go to schoot
on Saturdays.”

He has some difficulty with
English, but the oriental lad
understands the American joke
about objects labeled “made in
Japan” found all over this
country.

He laughs. I bought some
blue jeans in Japan before 1
came here. When I got here T
found out they were made in
the USA. It was just like you
buying things made in Japan."

T e

AS WITH CERTAIN English
words, Nori also doesn’t under-
stand why the Occidental
world finds orientals mysteri-
ous and inscrutable. But his
face and grin are anything but
inscrutable and mysterious

when you mention this to him.

Perhaps because he is an
oriental, Nori takes a softer
view of Red China and Mao
Tse Tuog than Westerners do

“Racially we are the
same,” he points out, I think
you see Red China as a threat
to your leadership of the free,
capitalist world. We don't talk
about Red China as much as
you do.

“But China has a big prob-
lem in her many dialects. 1
think Mao Tse Tung has done
something to bring that coun-
try together. 1 don't dislike
him. But this is my own per-
sonal thinking-not all Japanese
would agree with me.”

The AFS student adds, “T
can't understand why America
and China have so much mal-
jce toward each other. They
should not bear malice simply
because they have different
govemmentf."

YET THIS Japanese boy has
found more to admire about
the American way of life.

“Every American has his
own opinion,” he says with
admiration in his voice, “It
seems that people in Japan fol-
low what someone else says.

“You discuss things. This is
good, Even in school and at
home I didn’t have an oppor-
Aunity to discuss things. Here I
do. And I like it.”

“ like it very much.”

into Circuit Court.” Hackney

said.

If the court ruled the substi-
tute valid, explained Hackney.
the comimission would then
simply call for a consolidation
election, and if the question
passed, the lawsuit now before
Judge Ziem on the incorpora-
tion rejection would be muted.
If the substitute qualified.
Ziem would be asked to dis-
miss the lawsuit, said Hack-
ney

If Judge Ziem rules the in-
corporation petition was not
proper and did not qualify the
substitute, then that would rule
out the commission from pro-
ceeding further. Hackney
added.

BUT COMMISSIONERS felt
differently about the matter
and chose to make a decision
instead of asking Circuit Court
to decide for them

Detailed specifications were
written into the Home Rule
Act. explained Commissioner
Irving Rozian. because of the
absence of an administrative
body with authority over
boundary matters.

The existence of the com-
mission ought to diminish the
number of boundary cases
going to court. Rozian contin-
uved. “We ought to test our-
selves by sticking our neck out
and making decisions on spe-
cifics.”

Hackney replied that the
Boundary Act (1911 does prov-
ide for judicial review in the

* adminisirative procedures sec-

tion and that request for a dec-
taratory judgment would not
really burden the caurts since
a lawsuit has already been
filed.

1f you make a decision. we
may have two judges hearing
two different cases and arriv-
ing at two different decisions.”
1€ a 5

WHEN ASKED IF a substi-
tute could change the content
or substance of a petition from
incorporation to consolidation.
Hackney answered that there
is evidently no limitation on
what a substitute can be.

There is no indication that
an incorporation petition can-

not be substituted for with
consolidation. The only limit is
that you cannot substitute for
a substitute. Hackney ex-
plained.

‘The question of accepting or
rejecting the substitute. at this
point, boited down to the mat-
ter of when the substitute was
filed. Rozian contended that
there was nothing for the sub-
stitute to replace or correct
because the incorporation peti-
tion had already been rejected

Hackney said that the law
requires that the first petition
must be “on file” at the time a
substitute is filed. The ques-
tion, he said. is at what time is
the commisston’s action final

Hackney said the Adminis-
trative Procedures Act does
not require a written order but
only says such order shalt be
provided upon request. The
statute requires onlv that the
commission’s findings be
placed on record.

ROZIAN CONTENDED that
the commission’s actions are
final when a resolution is pas-
sed and the chairman moves
on to the next agenda item

Because a tape recorder was
used at the Dec. 17 meeting.
the rejection was placed “on
record " when it wa. placed on
tape, Rozian added.

G.S. Francke, commission
chairman, commented that the
intent was clear that the action
was final at the time of rejec-
tion.

Hackney said it was his opi-
nion that the commission’s ac-
tions are timed according to
when the resolution is passed.
After rejection. the Farming-
ton matter was concluded. and
Oakland County Commissioner
Ray Lahti was leaving the
room. said Hackney

1 think your sitting on the
Oakland County matter was
complete at that point. and
reconsideration was not possi-
ble. It is my epinion that it is
not necessary to reduce find-
ings ta writing to make them
final."" asserted Hackney.

DAVID GREENSPAN. at-
tomey for McConnell. argued

that at the Dec. 17 meeting the
commission said a written
order explaining the rejection
must be sent o parties in-
volved. The pelition was re-
ceived by the commission
prior to writing of the order.

Rozian answered that writ-
ing of the order is strictly an
administrative matter and had
nothing to do with finality of
action

Jim Hyde. commission’s
executive secretary. said that
the Dec. 17 hearing on Far-
mington had adjourned and the
substitute was filed after ad-
journment. The meeting was
reopened only for the purpase
of putting on record what the
substitute had been filed and to
allow the commission to in-
struct its staff on fuestions to
research.

Burton Shifman. attorney
for the City of Farmington.
mentioned that the commis-
sion must adjourn after each
agenda item because its mem-
bership changes Oakland
County members sat in on the
Farmington case and the next
item on the agenda was a
Wayne County matter and the
memberstup changed. ex-
plained Shifman.

Because of this change in
membership, the cammission
is ot a continuing body. but
its authority ends when each
agenda item is concluded
argued Shifman

1 think it is quite clear that
the petitioners took a calcu-
lated gamble.” said Francke.
“They waited unlil we re-
jected their incorporation peti-
tion before filing the substi-
tute. If they wanted to file on
time they could have. [ think
it was filed too late.”

FRANCKE ALSO ARGUED
that the substitute was not
proper because it sought
changes to material, asking
for a chiange of action involv-
ing completely different cir-
cumstances, rules and powers
of the commi:

1 think we should proceed
and make our own determina-
tions and not ask the courts to

Continved on Page 2A

Agreement Near
On Downtown

by WYLIE GERDES

One of the major obstacles
blocking passage of a special
zoning ordinance for Farming-
ton's central business district
(CBD) a;;Farcmlv was Te

Vednesday mnight after
usiness-

Jan. 7. a group of businessmen
whose interests lie within the
CBD area objected to most of
the draft- ordinance to create a
restricted commercial zone for
downtown Farmington.

The draft excluded from the
CBD some types of commer-
cial uses allowed under regulac
commercial zoning and pla
the power to approve changes
within the zone in the hands of
the city planning commission.

MORE THAN 100 persons
crowded the council chambers
to hear the discussion Jan. 7.
which led 1o meetings between
the downtown redevelopment
committee and representa-
tives of a group of 49 business-
men. The downtown redevelop-
ment committee is a subcom-
mittee of the planning commis-
sion.

At the meeting Wednesday
night in Farmington High
School. the problem of non-
conforming uses within the
CBD was apparently clarified
to the satlsracdtion of both

an i

he said. might not be allowed
to physicatly expand. but other
changes to improve “the ve-
Jocity of business” are allowed
by the courts. If destroyed by
fire. a non-conforming use
could be re-established. Shif-
man said.

The protections given to
non-conforming uses are gen-
erally “available whether in-
cluded in an ordinance or not.”
the attorney commented.

Shifman " appeared to favor
including the guarantees to
non-conforming businesses.
however. in the ordinance

A man gught not to have to
tun to courf to find out how he
stands.” Shifman said

REPRESENTATIVES OF
the businessmen’s group sup-

“ported the clarification.

Richard Habicht. owner of
the White House Valet. a busi-
ness which would become non-
conforming if the draft is ap-
proved. said the problem of
non-conforming uses accounts
for 30 of the disagreement
between the merchants and
planners.

John Clappison. another
merchant representative. said
the clarification will “"take the
pressure off us.” |

A SECOND MAJOR point of
disagreement between the

tee members.

Non-conforming uses are
those e: g within a zone
but prohibited by a zoning or-
dinance. The proposed CBD
ordinance prohibits most types
of businesses servicing aulos,
trailer sales. drive-in restaur-
ants,automatic laundries and
outdoor sales operations.

« e e

BURTON SHIFMAN. attor-
ney for the downtown redevel-
opment committee. told the
businessmen that having a
non-conforming use is **not like
being a leper.”

The Oak Park attorney said
non-conforming businesses
have the right to exist and
improve their businesses.

Non-conforming businesses.

business v and plan-
ners appears heading toward a
compromise solution after
Wednesday's meeting.

Businessmen at the public
hearing Jan. 7 strongly criti-
cized sections of the draft
which gave power over
changes in uses or improve-
ments of buildings to the plan-
ning commission. On the whole
merchants felt the provision
would subject businesses to the
‘whims of the planning commis-
sion because the proposal gave
no guidelines to be used to
judge changes.

Attorneys representing (he
businessmen's group specu-
lated that giving such power to
the planning commission might
be illegal.

Shifman said the provision

is the key Lo the ordinance. but
that it nceds improvement. He
said he could defend the sec-
tion but appeared to be skepti-
cal concerning the success of
the defense.

The solution to the disagree-
ment is a “balance of various
interests.”” Shifman said.

The trend now. Shifman con-
tinved. is to give planners
more flexibility to solve prob-
lems. However. businesses
desire specific regulations so
they can make plans for the
future.

A COMPROMISE between
the two positions might not
bring “as much certainty as
they (businessmen + would like
ta see.”” Shifman said

Strong medicine may be
needed ta cure a strong prob-
lem, the Oak Park attorney
continued. so the ordinance
should contain “‘enough flexi-
bility 1o solve problems and
still give some certainty.”

City Manager John Dinan
said the planners knew they
were taking a unique approach
to regulations when they rec-
ommended flexibility in set-
backs. The planners decided to
be “pioneers” in this area.
Dinan said, by deciding set-
back requirements in individ-
val cases rather than spelling
them out in the CBD ordi-
nance.

Shifman said there is an-
other solution to the problem
of spelling out restrictions.
Restrictions could be made so
that evervone would have to
come to the planning commis-
sion for a variance from the
zoning regulations, he said.
This would give the planning
commission the power to de-
cide restrictions in every
case.

ANOTHER CHANGE in the
ordinance recommended by
the businessmen and supported
by Shifman concerns appeats
from planning commission de-
cisions.

At the public hearing. busi-

Continued on Poge 2A



