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POLLING THE DELEGATION -- The 19th Cengressional District delegation takes
a poll on a crucial issue at lost weekend’s Democratic state convention. Observer

newspapers Roving Editor Dennis Pajot wa:

fion in depth.

s the oaly newsman to cover the delego-

(Observer photo}

‘Student Power’

May Be Unleashed

By TIM RICHARD

College towns could be
flooded with student vaters if
reform proposals adupted by
the Democratic State Conven-
tion become aw.

The special convention en-
dorsed

@ Lowering the voting age
1o 18 and starting a petition
drive to put the question on
the 1970 state ballot

® Allowing college students
1o vote in the town where they
tive while attending school
rather than in the town of their
parents’ residence

@ Dropping all property
qualifications for voting
(These are in effect for some
Jong-term bond issues The
tegal theory is that since bonds
are a lien againsl property,
only property owners should
be able to approve the lien.!

IRVING ROZIAN of Plym-
outh argued against adopting
both the student and no-prop-
erty propusals as a package

NDC To

Rozian took the floor to say
that allowing students. who are
mainly renters. to vote on a
college town's bond issues

could work a hardship” on
the town. Rozian. however.
favored allowing students to
vote in coliege towns.

A business management
consultant and engineer
Rozian is a former member of
the Plymouth Township Plan-
ning Commission and a current
member of the State Boundary
Commission.

All three proposals passed.
but the no-property provision
got only a bare majority in a
vaice vote.

No roll calls were taken. and
so it was impossible to tell for
certain how Observerland del-
egates voted

THE UNIVERSITY of Mich-
igan has nearly 10.000 stu-
dents. Michigan State Univer-
sity has about 40.000. and
Western Michigan University
has about 20.000. 1f all voted.
thes could constitute a power

Push

For Primary
With Petitions

The leader nf the New Dem-
ocratic Coalition of Michigan
says his liberal wing of the
Democratic Party will push a
presidential primary petition
drive

Alvin Fishman made the
announcement an the floor of
last weekend's Democratic
state convention after the
convention rejected a compro-
mise plan for a presidential
primary

Fishman. 42. is the succes-
sor to the NDC's first state
chairman. Otto Feinstein

The petition drive could put
as many as 1.100 NDC mem-
bers to work across the state
The issue seemed to capture
the fancy of nearly all mem-
bers of this liberal. anti-war
wing.

CAUCLUS of 250 NDC mem-
bers midway in the convention
hammered out its position.

With only one dissenting
vote, the caucus voted over-
whelmingly to back first the
compromise primary plan that
might win over enough “estab-
tishment" votes to get a ma-
jority

But some NDC members
failed to back the compromise
when the chips were down. The
compromise failed by 248
votes.

Among those who refused to
accept the compromise were
Livonia members of the NDC,
voting in the 19th Congres-
sional District delegation.

Livonia's NDC had been the
most ambitious circulatars of
a primary petition late last
year. About 60.000 signatures
have been lallied to date, with
another 20,000 believed in the
hands of canvassers.

Approximately 230.000 are
needed to force a statewide
referendum ballot on the ques-
tion.

Mrs. Jeanneane Havstad. a
leading Livonia NDC member
at the convention, was among
those who spurned the state
group’s compromise.

“They're selling out,” she
said.

JOHN REED KOZA of Red-
ford called the party presiden-
tial primary proposal a “phon-
¥ and a “fraud.”” He dratted
the NDC petition and a similar
proposal that has already been

He urged the NDC caucus 1o
ignore the compromise and
commit itsell to going it alone

Al Sipher. NDC member and
chairman of the Farmington
Democratic Club. likewide re-
fused to support the compro-
mise

Allan Sultan, Farmington
law professor who originally
proposed a similar compro-
mise in the i9th District pre-
convention convention. agreed
Wit

“It's a workable compro-
mise between liberal and mod-
erate cuullhuu{v" he said

RON YiARDIROS of Livon-
1a. chairman of the Wayne
19th party organization, voted
for the compromise. Mardiros
is an NDC member

Aldo Vagnozzi. chairman of
the total 19th and editor of the
AFL-CIO News, said he could
accept some of the compro-
mise fealures but abstained
from voting on it. He voted for
the reform convention.

Despite this split among
NDC factions. the Wayne 19th
delegation mustered enough
support for the amendment to
override Oakland 19th resist-
ance and the majority of the
total district votes in the

ves” column.

‘The 19th district cast 65 yes
votes and 64 no votes. These
were made up of 18 yes and 11
no from Wayne county against
31 ves and 46 no from Oakland
county.

THE 15TH DISTRICT went
overwhelmingly against the
amendment. casting 16 yes
votes and 117 no.

In this district long-time
labor adherent John Canfield.
district chalrman. took part in
the floor fight objecting to
even tolding the reform con-
vention.

The 2nd Congressional Dis-
trict balance of votes went
against the compromise also.
with 49 1;2 cast yes and 58
1.2 cast no.

Washtenaw County, with ils
large bloc of City of Ann Arbor
delegates. contributed 379 to
the compromise. as did
Wayne, 5-1. Other more rural
delegates tipped the tally. Liv-
ingston cast all 11 votes

bloc equal tu or greater than
the present voting residents of
Ann Arbor. East Lansing and
Kalamazoo.

The Democrats endorsed
abolition of virtually all resi-
deney  requirements. oo
Michigan presently requires
six months of residency in a
state and 30 days in a precinct
before a registration could be
accepted

DEMOCRATS ALSO backed
a reform proposal to set up a
state registration system to
replace the present system of
registering in one’s city or
township

Their proposal argued that
the system could be set up
through a data-processing sys-
tem. The state would then
provide city and township
clerks with lists of eligible
voters in their area.

A person who moved would
not have to re-register in his
new town but simply inform
the state of his change of ad-
dress.

THE PROPOSAL to let stu-
dents vote in college towns got
vigorous support from Ann
Arbor Mayor Robert Harris
and State Sen Sander Levin. a
probably gubernatorial candi-
date

Harris.  who  benefited
greatly from student campaign
workers in his surprise victory
in a normally Republican
town. said the state should “let
them vote where they sleep
and where they read the pap-
er. not where their parents
sleep and read the paper.”

Levin, whose well-greased
campaign organization distrib-
uted copies of his remarks a
few minutes before he took the
floor. argued that students are
a vital part of the economy of
college towns and therefore
should have the right to vote
there

19th District Reflects
Dems’ Split On Primary

By DENNIS PAJOT

The 19th Congressional Dis-
trict delegation to the Demo-
cratic Party reform conven-
tion contained elements in
almost exact proportion to the
convention as a whale on the
question of a presidential pri-
mary.

Quotes of some of the key
delegates reveal this better
than anything else. Observer
Newspapers presents them
here.

THE PRESIDENTIAL
PRIMARY question was

quashed by aroused votes of
labor and black caucus dele-
gates, who instead joined to
adopt a “reformed conven-
tion”” method of candidate
selection.

Equally aroused New Demo-
cratic Coalition delegates and
moderate forces of party regu-
lars sensed such opposition and
tried to circumvent it with a
compromise

The compromise would have
combined features of a pri-
mary and a reformed conven-
tion.

As presenled 1o the conven-
tion, it would have had the
number of national convention
delegates supporting candi-
dates selected in proportion to
their votes in a primary elec-

tion. But the selections of ac-
tual delegates would be done
by adherents of each candidate
at the regular party district
caucuses.

.

THE CONVENTION voted
the compromise down, 1,013 to
1,280. The reform convention
proposal passed, 1,245 to 914.

At present, precinct dele-
gates are,elected two years
before the presidential elec-
tion, and the delegates aren't
pledged to a candidate. Under
the reform convention proce-
dure, however, precinct dele-
gates would be elected in
spring of the presidential year
and could announce the presi-
dential preferences.

Here is what many 19th Dis-
trict delegates had to say
about the presidential pri-
mary:

..

JOHN DE WAN, member of
the 18th District serving as
UAW union coordinator for the
18th and 19th districts, who
worked for a passage of the
reform convention proposal:

A primary dilutes the
party as a party. It keeps can-
didates separate from the
party. What would you need
the party for? 1 don't think
we're opposed to a nationwide
primary. Our opposition is
based on candidate expense
required to participate in the

party. That's the biggest
objection.”

ALAN SULTAN. law profes-
sor, delegate from Farming-
ton. NDC member, and a
backer of a compromise to
combine the provisions of
“pure” primary and conven-
tion reform

“The Millender.compromise
amendment is the best possible
compromise between the lib-
eral and moderate coalitions.”

JEANEANE
Livonia member of the NDC
who resisted the state NDC
effort to win a compromise
primary:

“They re selling out. Instead
of taking a position of strength
in principle on the pure prima-
ry. they're going begging for
alms.” 1

ERNIE SEAY. Pontiac
black delegate allied with
Wayne 19th Democratic Chair-
man Ron Mardiros of Livonia
but whe voted against any
form of primary:

“The way most of us
(blacks? see it, it would be a
disadvantage to have a pri-
mary. We would be obligated
to cast wo pledged ballots at
the national convention and
George Wallace might have

Snowmobiles Getting Out
Of Control; Laws Eyed

Errant snowmobilers
plagued state recreation areas
this past week. just as legisla-
tion was being proposed to
reduce problems they caused
during Michigan's deer season.

The Michigan Department of
Natural Resources reported
continuing difficulties and its
proposal for deer season regu-
lations.

“SNOWMOBILES WERE
traveling with no regard in
every acre of public owned
lands last week,”" said an Oak-
land County agent of the de-
partment.

“Hundreds of snowmobilers
made use of every recreation
area. and rangers were kept
busy trying to keep them in
designated area at Proud Lake
on Sunday.”

Meanwhile. it was noted,
children took advantage of
winter sports activities, 54
house trailers camped at
Proud Lake and 741 boy scouts
were al_winter camporee at
the Highland State Recreation
Area

Altendance at state parks,
motor vehicle and camp per-
mit are triple over what they
were a year ago this week,
said the DNR agent.

JOHN A. ANGUILM, chief
of the DNR's law enforcement
division, reported last week
that complaints reaching his
field officers and Lansing off-
ice indicate that many of
Michigan's deer hunters were
anroyed by the disturbance of
snowmobiling last season, and
they feel something should be
done to meet the problem.

As a result, Anguilm said he
believes consideration should
be given to legislation which
would ban the use of snowmo-
biles statewide from 7 a.m. to
3 p.m. during Michigan’s fire-
arm deer season.

Such a ‘“‘quiet” period for
snowmobilers would still allow
hunters to use the machines to
reach and return from back-
wooded areas which otherwise
would not be accessible to
them, Anguilm reasoned

ANGUILM ALSO RE-
PORTED that his officers are
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The student vote. rather "It seems that Michigan SUNDAY
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receiving a large number of
complaints from landowners
who are irritated over the in-
flux of trespassing on their
property by snowmobilers.

HAVSTAD ~

won primary support. . .We
want to reserve all our votes
and put them where we need
them.”

RON MARDIROS, whose
19th Wayne leadership role has
been forged by the support of
the New Democratic Coalition
and moderates against party
regulars and labor and who
voted for the Millender pri-
mary compromise

“Certainly in a primary.
every part of the
et Some of the action. Ernie
ar%els that his delegation
would get its stzare_,"

ALDO VAGNOZZI. chair-
man of the total 19th District.
a Farmington resident and edi-
tor of the AFL-CIO News, who
voted for the reform conven-
tion system:

*'1 could live with a primary
system that would be com-
bined with the good portions of
the (reform convention! mi-
nority report. I was in support
of the concept of the Millender
amendment but abstained on
i

GERALDINE  McNABB.
Orchard Lake. favorite of the
NDC. and a member of the
Haber Political Reform Com-
mission

“If the minority report pas-
ses. T will be very deepty dis-

appointed.” It did, and she
was.

PAUL KADISH, Livonia
former Democratic Club chair-
man ‘who announced his candi-
dacy for the State Senate just
before the convention and
voted against the Millender
primary and against the re-
form convention system:

““My intent has been to vote
for the Haber Commission
majority report” (pure pri-
mary).

BILLIE FARNUM, former
19th District congressman and
a member of the Haber Com-
mission who cast his votes
privately to the delegation
chairman:

“1 wasn’t with either the
majority or minority of the
commission on the primary
issue. I'm for. as I have been,
a national presidential p:
mary in all states uniform|

SID DIAMOND. Livonia
leader of the grape boycott.
wore a labor union sponsored
“Reform Yes, Primary No'
badge.

DON CHRISTIE. Redford
Township Trustee. voted
against the minority report for
convention reform.
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