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A Varsity Sport For Boys And Girls

Skiing Takes Top Spot At Thurston

When it comes to sports
booms, skiing has blossomed
out by leaps and bounds.

Especially in Michigan.

More and more people --
men, women and youngsters
are taking to the state’s ski
trails every winter.

Yet, skiing has still to be-
come a major activity as far
as the high school sports pro-
grams are concerned.

But. it's making some head-
way

Just ask Wes Vanhille. who
teaches at Pierson Junior High
School in Redford Township's
south school district

With Vanhille the guiding
force, skiing now is i

WHAT'S MORE Thurston
competes in the Southeastern
Michigan Interscholastic Ski
League with approximately 25
other schools.

There are schools like Fern-
dale and Southfield in the con-
ference, plus others from

i Hills.

as a varsity sport at Thurston
~for the girls as well as the
boys.

and Walled Lake.
But at the moment, Thur-
ston is alone from Observer-

land with a varsity ski team.
Vanhille talks how it all hap-
pened. .

“It starled at Pierson and
Marshall junior highs about
seven years ago.” Vanhille
declared. ““We started some
ski trips once a week.

“\When il came time for

these youngsters to move into
Thurston High. they wanted to

continue to ski. They asked for
a team.

“So we talked the authori-
ties into letting us sponsor a
team and it's been very suc-
cessful and very popular.”

UNDER STATE High School
Athletic Association rules,
skiing is open to girls, too.

However, the gals must ski
against gals, the boys against

And Hopes To Make A Home In Livonia

boys. But they help each other
inmeets. .

“We ski in slalom races,”
Vanhille said. ‘*Each team
{boys and girls) goes down the
course twice. When the boys
are in action, the girls serve
as the ‘gatekeepers.” When the
girls race, the boys do the
chores.™

Each skier is timed. The
four fastest times among the

‘Mules’ Solves A Piston Problem

He stands 68, his wife is
more than a foot shorter.
They're fairly new additions to
the Observerland sports colo-
ny, along with their one
youngster.

Among his associates he's
known as “‘Mules;" officially
he's Erwin Mueller, who with
his wife and youngster hope to
settle down and make Livenia
their home for years to come.

By the looks of things. they

should get their wishes

Mueller is the Detroit Piston
forward who was obtained
early in the season from the
Seattle Supersonics.

THE PISTONS figures they
engineered ~a steal” in the
trading department. For
Mueller, they merely gave up
a future draft choice

In return they have in
Mueller a starting forward who

has blossomed into the type of
forward the team has been
hunting for.

Mueller was the man coach
Bill van Breda Kolff wanted
from the lime he was ap-
pointed the boss of the team
last June.

Some were ready to knock
Mueller. After all he had
switched from Chicago. after
being a star at San Francisco
University. to Los Angeles to

Chicago to Seattle in less than
three vears as a professional.

“Good players don't move
that fast and to so many
teams.” some were heard to
say.

VAN BREDA KOLFF felt he
knew differently. He had
coached Muelier when they
were together with Los Ange
les two years ago

Mueller has lived up to van
Breda Kolff's predictions.

His point production has
swelled to the point he is ap-
proaching 10 per game. His
rebounds are up. Mueller is a
durable player. He goes from
3842 minutes per game.

“He does things a lot of peo-
ple don't appreciate.’ says
van Breda Kolff.

*He’s an excellent defensive
forward. He's one qf the best

Tigers Appear Set For 1970

By W.W. EDGAR

The Detroit Tigers are set-
ting something of a record ~
even before the season starts.

For the first time in vears
they'll be heading south for
spring training and won't be
caught in an avalanche of
rumors dealing with the
breakup of the outfield or all
manner of trades.

Even Al Kaline, veteran
rightficlder. knows the role he
is expected to play in the
coming campaign and he has
voiced his wholehearted satis-
faction

More than that. there's little
prospect of a battle for starl-
ing pitchers. and Dick Me-
Auliffe will be back at second
base.

THE ONLY POSSIBLE
stranger in the opening day
lineup against Washington in
the nation’s capital on Mon-
day. April 6. will be Cesar Gu-
tierrez who will be filling the
gap at shortstop.

We're confident that Cesar
can fill the bill.” General Man-
ager Jim Campbeil told audi-
ences throughout the state last
week on the annua! public rela-
tions tour.

Last year. it will be remem-
bered that Mickey Stanley.
one of the best outfielders in
baseball. was assigned to the
shortstop role he had filled so
capably during the 1968 world
series. But it didn't work out.

AS a result shortstop was a
weak spot all year. Even the

Turf Tips, Quips

By Doc

While the batile of words
continues between Michigan
Racing Commissioner Leo
Shirley. track operators and
horsemen over the allotment
of dates, Windsor Raceway.
across the river in Ontario.
has quietly gone along its way
and built up a program that
will be hard to match

There has been a constant
debate going on in Michigan
since the Racing Commis-
sioner announced 1970 dates
and didn’t grant as much as
one more day to the tracks -
harness or thoroughbred

The immediate screams
came from the harness horse-
men over the failure to grant
winter dates to the Jackson-at-
Northville meeting_for Janu-
ary and February. There were
thoughts that the dates had
been more or less promised
but never given.

“Then the cry and hue went
up because the Commissioner
hadn't lengthened the racing
season at all. Both the thor-
oughbred and harness tracks
thought they had been told
more days and nights would be
handed out.

AT ABOUT the same time.
Don MacFarlane. president of
Hazel Park Harmess Racing
Association, made loud noises
about the mid-March opening.
He apparently was assured
that the opening nights would
g0 to Northville Downs which
is prepared for cold weather
and also has winter type barns
-~ Hazel Park doesnt.

And behind all of the talk
was the constant cry of why
Michigan wasn’t doing any-
thing to compete with Windsor
and keep the Michigan dollars
in Michigan and not allow
them to wander off to Ontario.

It is very apparent that
Commissioner Shirley had no
thoughts of allowing winter
racing whether it was to fur-
nish competition to Windsor or
far any other reason.

So, while Michigan was in
the midst of a debate, Windsor
took things in stride and made
plans for the second half of its
winter meeting.

WITH COMPETITION out of
the way, Windsor officials
started the twice a week mati-
nee programs on Wednesday
and Sunday afternoons in addi-

Minard

tion to the usual
cards.

six night

That made a total of eight
racing programs for ane week
Tt also added 18 more races for
the horsemen to enter pacers
and trotters. giving them more
chances to get their horses
started. All of which makes the
horsemen happy -~ on the as-
sumption that the more starts
the more money the pacer or
trotter banks

Now Windsor is going ane
step farther and will start Sun-
day matinee racing next week.
Post for the first race will be
1:30 p.m., same as that for the
Wednesday and Saturday aft-
ernuon programs.

1t won't add another day’to
the week's racing since rack
officials decided to have dark
Mondays for the remainder of
the meeting.

Somehow or other, it ap-
pears to us as If Windsor offi-
cials and Canadian racing au-
thorities think a bit {aster than
they do in Michigan

The track operators in Mich-
igan may be ahead of Windsor
in thinking but that doesn’t
mean a thing when the Racin
CommissioRer has his heac
buried in the sand-at least it
appears thal way.

acquisition of Tom Tresh from
the Yankees didn’t work out
too well after the first few
wecks

ACCORDING TO CAMP-
BELL. and Manager Mayor
Smith. the starting lineup is
fairly well st - unless some-
thing drastic happens in the
training camp

“Qur main job down south,”
Campbel) said. “will be to get
in condition both mentally and
physically.” And Owner John
Fetzer nodded his approval.

Our fellows can win it alt if
they want to.” was the way
Owner Felzer put it and he
added. "“they learned last vear
that you can’t get by on your
reputation

“They've known the glory

and thrill of winning - then
missing. So. it will be up to
them. If they make up their
collective minds they can do
o

50. UNLESS SOMETHING
happens. here’s how the team
should line up:

1b - Cash or Kaline

2b - MeAuliffe

3b - Wert

ss - Gutierrez

o - Northrup or Katine

of - Stanley

1f - Horton

¢ - Freehan or Price

p -~ McLain, Lolich, Wilson

and Kitkenny

In other years Kaline has
been the subject of many ru-
wmors - many of which had

him figuring in a trade. It was
said he was god trade mate-
rial and that the Tigers could
get the needed shortstop for
him. As a result switches had
to be made from time to time
in the outfield.

THIS YEAR Kaline has been
told that he will see a lot of
service at first base and Stan-
ley will be a fixture in his cen-
tecfleld position.

‘There'll be a few faces miss-
ing. among them Joe Sparma,
the in-and-out pitcher who has
been traded to Montreal. The
other trouble spots appear to
have been eliminated and ail
that's left for the Tigers to do
is to get into condition. There
is little chance of any of them
Josing their jobs.

And that's unusual.

NEW COACHES for the Farmington school district get together for the first time

ofter the recent

of their

The trio (from left) Harold

Beardsley, footboll coach at Farmington High; Ken Dean, basketball at Harrison
High: and John Harrington, football ot Harrison.

(Photo by Evert)

Jack Cotton Is Named
Vice President

MHSAA

Jack Cotton

Election of John K. (Jack)
Cotton of Farmington as vice
president of the Michigan High
School Athletic Association has
been announced.

Cotton for many years has
served as atheltic director for
the Farmington Public
Schools

In recent years, he also has
been a member of the State
Representative Council, which

supervises schoolboy sports on
a senior and junior hgih level
in the state of Michigan.

Henry Geisler of Morenci,
where he is superintendent of
schools, has been named presi-
dent of the MHSAA, and Er-
nest J. Buckholz, director of
athletics for Mt. Clemens
schools. is the secretary-
treasurer.

The trio was elected unani-
mously.

‘Raider Grapplers Capture RU Honors

North Farmington High's
wrestling team captured the
annual Redford Union Invita-
tional wrestling tournament
with 86 points

Farmington followed with
73. followed by Southfield with
56, Thurston 48, Glenn 47, Red-
ford Union 45, Garden City
West 32 and Clarenceville 25.

The results:

98 pounds — John Wheeler
(Thurston} dec. Mark Frank
(NF1, John Barlett (Farm)
dec. John Birchard (Glenn? for
third place.

107 ~ Ken Haller (NF) dec.

Tom Neal (Glenn). Jeff
Donovan dec. Ken Harris
(West) for third place.

115 ~ Dennis Campbell (RU)
dec. Chuck Wehne (CV). Scott
Clemens (Thurston) dec. Steve
Nicho} tWest) for third place.

123 ~ Tom Toohey (NF ) dec.

Rick Stewart (West). Ken
Jones (Glenn1 dec. Pat John-
son (Thurston) for third place.

130 -- Dave Kroll (Thugston)
pinned Mike Tierman (Farm).
Ray Toohey {NF) dec. Mike
Marr (RU for third place.

137--Wayne Wendell (NF)

inned Dave Pomar

(Thurston) Chip Wood (RU)
dec. Steve Wilson (NF1 for
third place.

145 - Gary Curtis (SF) dec.
Mike Peace (NF). Layman
McLilley (Glenn) dec. Bob
Metz (RU) for third place.

155 - John Plichta (Farm)
pinned Craig Gow (NF). Mike

Davis (Glenn) dec. Tom Burke

(RU for third place.

165 ~ Len Dicks (C'Ville)
dec. Jerry Milter (Southfield).
Rick Hagopian (RU) dec. Bob
Kruse (Glenn) for third place.

175 -~ Rick Strauss
(Southfield) pinned Mike Lei-
ter (NF. Bill Curtis (NF) dec.
Jim Cook (Glenn) for third
place.

185 ~ Steve Love (NF) dec.
Cyrell Baldwin (Southfield}).
John Tharp (Glenn) dec. Bill

Spronze (Farm) for third
place.

Heavyweight -- Bruce
Thayer (NF) dec. Essac Sack-
llah (West). Phil Marshall
(Southfield) dec. Gary Pruss
{RU) for third place.

JANUARY SPECIAL!

SNOW TIRES -

477-9090

STUDS

23534 FARMINGTON ROAD
Farmington Canter

passing forwards around. He
hustles. He knows how to
switch men.

“THERE AREN'T many
who can figure out a play and
be in the right spot like ‘Mules’
is so often. That’s why so often
an opponent goes crashing into
him and knocks Mueller down.

“The rival gets the foul and
we get the ball. That's what's
most important.”

Mueller welcomed the three-
day break the Pistons enjoyed
this past week for the All-Star
game. He needed time to do
some painting around the new
home in Livonia.

“'One doesn’t have much
time to spare in our business,”
he says. “We're jumping
around all the time.”

And he’s not kidding

This weekend the Pistons
moved from Detroit to Syra-
cuse to Boston to Detroit to
Chicago for games.

Starting Thursday, the Pis-
tons play five games in five
days - in New York. in De-
troit, in Cincinnati. in Detroit
and in Greenville. S.C.

Tigers Slate
Benefit For
Capuchins

The date of Thursday. April
16, has been selected for the
29th annual Capuchin Charity
Guild baseball dinner, honoring
the entire Tiger team. It was
announced Saturday by Rev.
Rock Janowski, director of the
Capuchin Charity Guild and
chairman of the dinner.

‘The dirner. which will follow
an afternoon game between
the Tigers and the Cleveland
Indians, will be held at the
Raleigh House, located on Tel-
egraph Road north of 10 Mile
Road

Tiger players. as in the past.
will attend the dinner en masse

and the Tiger radio-television -

announcers will handle the
ceremonies.

Proceeds of the event will
help support the Capuchin
Charity Guild's Eastside soup
kitchen for indigents.

Schoolcraft
Suffers Two
More Losses

Schoolcraft College is having
a tough time in the basketball
wars. Two victories and 11
defeats is the team record thus

ar.

Auburn Rills and Orchard
Ridge turned it on Schoolcraft
last week. Orchard Ridge won,
104-81, while Auburn Hills
rolled to an 86-74 victary.

Fred Street drilled in 33
points to lead five Orchard
Ridge players who scored in
double figures. Jim Caron had
24 for the losers.

Against Auburn Hills,
Schoolcraft fell behind by a 42-
26 count at the half and never
seriously threatened

Caron had 2, Jerry Hopkins -

19 and Kevin Cronin 16 in a
losing cause.

Just Open

Kl - SNOWMOBILERS
FETZ'S
LODGE

Torch Lake - Clam River
10 miles from Schuss
Mounhain
7 :tlu from Shanty
12 mliles from M,
30 miles from Boyne
Country
In the hasrt of tha aki
+ country, Excellent food,
beautiful lodge
roundings, miles
snowmobile frails.
$12 double oecupancy

Call 261:1250, oxt. 63
or 1-516-RR 74178

boys post the team scare. The
top three among the gals are
used.

Things can become pretty
close. Take the meet last week
between Thurston and Fern-
dale. The Ferndate gals posted
a winning time of 2107 sec-
onds. Thurslon's collected time
was 211 seconds.

“That means our gals lost
¥ just three-tenths of a sec-
ond,” moaned Vanhille

The Thurston boys did much
better. They had a winning
score of 244 secands to 280.4
for Ferndale.

THRUSTON HAS a full
schedule for skiing. Naturally
much depends on the weather-
man. He must co-operate with
a little snow once in a while.

But this has been a banner
year ., for snow.

Thurston. like many of the
other prep teams, skis at Mt
Brighton for the most part.
There are other meets at Mt
Holly and Pine Knob.

The Thurston team boasts
some standouts, including Ray
Ott and Bruce Franza among
the boys and an upcoming
sophomore in Jim Simescu.

Bob Boucher has been lost to
the team for several weeks.
He suffered a broken leg.
something which happens fre-
quently to skiiers

Among the girls, there is
Debbie Lewis. who was No. 1
overall against Ferndale. She's
a U-vear-old senior. Nancy
Heins and Kathy Horton are

two other standouts among the
gals.

THE THURSTON girls went
undefeated last vear and won
the first-place overall trophy.
The boys finished in a tie for
third.

The gals have had some
problems this year. They lost
their first two meets.

Two big meets are carded
this week. Thurston skis
against Benedictine on Thur-
ston at Mt. Brighton and then
participates in the Detroit
News area prep meel at Mt
Holly on Saturday

More than 30 schools will
contest at Mt Holly in the
News meet.

The State Association is
sanctioning three regional ski
meets this vear. although
there’l) be no overall competi-
tion for a state titie

ONE REGIONAL will be
held at Mt. Brighton and most
of the Detroit area schools will
be there - the schools. thal is,
which sponsor skiing

Another lower peninsula re-
gional will be held at Traverse
City with an Upper Peninsula
meet near Marquetie. .

“Skiing is coming fast.”
adds Vaohille. ~but we could
use more schools in our own
Observer area.

He's confident that it won't
be long before a few more
Observerland schools send
forth skiing teams

It's truly a fun sport. Just
ask the youngsters who ski for
Thurston.

”Wha t’s

Doiﬁg

In Prep Sports

BASKETBALL

Tuesday

Edsel Ford vs. Churchill at Franklin
Friday

Waterford at Stevenson

Bentley at Plymouth

Redford Union at

Belleville

North Farmington at Glenn

Riverside at

arden City West

Lourdes at St. Agatha

Sorrows at St. James

Pontiac C.C. at Bishop Borgess
Walled Lake Central at Farmington
Qak Park at Franklin

Clarenceville at N
Thurston at Birmi

orthville
ngham Groves

Saturday

Waterford Mott v
venson

's. Churchill at Ste-

SWIMMING
Tuesday

Thurston at Hazel

Park

Inkster at Clarenceville
Churchill at Franklin
Thursday

Groves at Thursto

n

Plymouth at Bentley
Glenn at North Farmington
Belleville at Redford Union

Stevenson at Gards

en City East

Friday

Lahser at Farmington
Franklin at Oak Park

WRESTLING

3 Tuesday
Franklin at Bentley
Stevenson at Churchill
South Lyon at Clarenceville

Thu
Glenn at North Fa
Thurston at Garde

rsday
rmington
n City East

Belleville at Redford Union
Farmington at Walled Lake Western

Franklin at Oak P

ark

Clarenceville at Northville
Friday
Groves at Thurston

Stevenson at Wate:

Area teams in Cat
tional

riord

holic Central Invita-

J CHEVROLET TRUCK

DISCOUNT CENTER %

1970 CHEVROLET
% TON PICK-UP

21,995

(IF YOU SEE LESy.
OU PAY LESS)

Stakes + Vans ¢

El Caminos

77 NEW CHEYY TRUCKS IN STOCK
READY FOR [MMEDIATE DELIVERY!

Pick-ups - Stop-Vans
+ &Whos! Driva Blazers!

OLET,

s St



