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SELLING THEIR wares at the annual Southeast Michigan Junior Achievement
exhibit and sales event last weekend were: {from left) Anthony Abowd, of 29298 W.
12 Mile, Farmington Township; Michael Schmenk, of 24066 LeQuinnie Ct., and
Jomes ond David Abowd. All are students ot Our Lady of Sorrows High School. The
Junior Achievement event was held at the Westland Shopping Center. The four Far-
mington students sold engraved wall plagues, tie racks and perpetual calendars
through their Sundrox Co., sponsored by Michigan Bell Telephone Co.

(Observer photo)

Gives Free Advice

On

Joseph T. Brennan. attor-
ney for Farmington Township.
gave some {ree and unsolicited
legal advice to the City of
Farmington last week on how
the city could best wrile an
ordina to redevelop its
downtown business section

Brennan 1s personally inter-
ested in the Central Business
District +CBD! redevelopment
ardinance because his law off-
1ce 15 Jocated on Grand River
i the downtown area covered
by the draft ordinance

THE ORDINANCE was
writlen by the downtown re-
development committee of the
City Planning Commission. Its
1ntent is to uplift the downtown
business area. giving it a new
look. and making downtown
more convenient for pedes-
trian shoppers.

Downtown merchants en-
dorse the ordinance in princi-
ple but disagree with specifics
and believe parts of the draft
ordinance are too restrictive.

Brennan is among those with
businesses downtown who be-
lieve the draft ordinance is 100
restrictive. He wrote a long
letter to the City Council pre:
senting his views and recom-
mendations.

Brennan verbaliv gave his
views during the Jan 5 council
hearing on the praposed down-
town ordinance. He followed
up by presenting his advice in
writing

THE BIG QUESTION n
Brennan's mind is how much
authority the Planning Com-
mission should have in the
redeveloping role of the down-
town area

“The law permits a legisla-
tive body 1o delegate certain
fact-finding funclions o an
inferior body or administra-
tive officer i connection with
the administration of any law
ar ordinance.” explains Bren-
nan

““This delegation cannat.
however. be made without set-
ting forth as completely and
exactly as can be done under
the circumslances standards
and guidelines within which
the inferior tribunal or officer
must exercise his discretion-
ary authority.”

Brennan says Michigan
courts have on a number of
occasions struck down zoning
ordinances which violate that
principle

He believes the proposed
CBD ordinance “violates this
constitutional prohibitlon. es-
tablishes no guidelines what-
soever for the exercise by the
Planning Commission of the
jurisdiction granted to it for
site plan review.”

The ordinance leaves 10 the
unfettered opinion of ptanners.
Brennan claims, requirements
{o be applied in such specific
cases with respect to area.
height. bulk and placement of
building, required sethack and
parking.

The fact that the planning
commission must. in a limited
number of cases, give reasons
for requiring setbacks fails to
cure the defect, he argues.

BRENNAN ALSO states
the courts have constantly
struck down zoning ordinances
based on aesthetic grounds. He

added that the city lacks au-
thority to control aesthetics

Brennan recommended coop-
eration with persons directly
involved and advised that the
city take the following steps

1. Since there is a specific
problem related to the down-
town area. that area should
first be defined by its terri-
torial boundaries

2. Next. the city should take
an inventory of what precisely
exists within the area and
make a judgment on what is
good and what is bad.

3. Then the city can make a
judgment on what is unhkely
to change. what will have to be
lived with. and what areas can
be impraved

4. At this point. a judgment
can be made ~within the realm
of possibility” on a master
plan for the downtown area

5. Finally. the city will be
ready to sit down and draft an
ordinance designed to accom-
plish these sFe('ihc goals

copy of Bremnan’s letter
was forwarded to the commis-
sion’s downtown redevelop-
ment commitiee and discussed
at the last council meeting.

GENERALLY. the letter
was well received by city offi-
cials although some believed
Brennan could have been bet-
ter informed before writing.

The planning commission is
trying something original and
hopefully productive. and
maybe it's not within the usual
confines of conformity. But it
is being done with the best in-
terest of the community at
heart.” said Councilman JDl’}ﬂ
Allen.

Allen suggested that the
council aid the commission by
providing it with legal counsel
Later in the meeting. the coun-
cil approved the hiring of Bur-
ton Shifman as speciat legal
counsel 1o the planners for the
CBID» ardinance.

Even Driker & Associates.
the city's planning consultants
who helped write the draft or-
dinance. said the draft should
be reviewed hy the legal staff
before enactment, and that’s
the procedure now heing fol-
lowed. savs City Manager
John Dinan

Councilman Fred Seibert
suggesied that the planners
check with the Michigan Mu-
nicipal League and ask il lo
search its library on other
redevelopment ordinances
which may have been imple-
mented in the slale.

ALLEN ADDED that he
felt Brennan's remarks were
welk-intended but reflected the
views of a lawyer, nol an or-
chitect. ““We must break loose
and ftake certain gambles lo
improve the looks of our
community,” said Allen.

We are planning a new con-
cept of law, explained Dinan,
and a lot of precedents have
yet to be set. Some states
have upheld aesthetic ordi
nances, Dinan added.

“If you are going to depart
from the normal, you want to
do a lot of background work
and have an ordinance that
will stand up,” said Seibert
while asking if it would be wise
to continue the public hearmg
on the draft Feb. 2.

SEIBERT SUGGESTED

Downtown

that the hearing be delayed to
allow more study to safeguard
the ordinance.

Dinan commented that on
Feb. 2 the council will just be
receiving a progress report.
The downtown subcomnmittee
may not have all the answers
by then. said Dinan, but it
would be premature now to
preempt the subcommittee.

Planning Commissioner Jim
Piatt said: "1 agree with the
procedure outlined by Mr.
Brennan because that is the
procedure that was followed.”

Piatt added that the com-
mission obtained information
from the federal government
on mode! ordinances plus writ-
ten material on legal preced-
ents and federal court cases.

Councilman John Richardson
said he agreed with Brennan
on the way the ordinance
should be approached and rec-
ognized also that this was the
approach that had been used.

A capital improvement
Erogrgm written b( the City of
‘armington Planning Commis-
sion requests expenditure of
over a half-million dollars dur-
ing the next five years.

The 1970-75 capital improve-
ment program was designed
by the commission as a guide
for the City Council while ap-
proving city budgets each
year.

The program advises city
councilmen what is needed in
the way of city improvements
each year until 1975 and how
much should be annually budg-
eted in the capital improve-
ment section of the budget.

TOTAL PROGRAMS rec-
ommended are expected to
cost the city $635,000 or
$107,000 a year. The annual
cost is about equal to 14% of the
city's 1969-70 operating budget
of §750.000.

Major items in the program
include relief sewers, park fa-
cilities, street improvements,
and storm sewer improve-
ments.

Expected to be completed
are Phases 3, 4 of the Bel-Aire
relief sewer project. The first
two phases have already been
completed.

Phase 3 will be installation
of a 15-inch sewer from Lamar
west to Leelane and a 12-inch
sewer on Leelane from Lamar
to Marblehead. Construction is
scheduled to start this coming
July with cost estimated at

Phase 4 will be a 12-inch
sewer from Leelane to Lamar
to Prospect. Construction will
start after July 1971 and esti-
mated cost is $15,000.

UNDER COMMUNITY
PARK facilities, $32,000 is
scheduled to be spent in fiscal
year 1969-70 for the Drake Rd.
Park with a balance of $93,000
to be spent for parks by 1974.

The remaining schedule is:
$30,000 in 1971-72 for Drake
Park site improvements;
$31,000 in 1972-73 for Power
Road. Park; and $32,000 in
197374 for Power Road Park
improvements.

The commission hopes the
city will spend $10.000 to pur-
chase the remaining property
for the Civic Center park area.
One lot has yet to be pur-
chased by the city for the
Civic Center Park located on
the north side of State east of
Liberty.

Snowball Spells
Death To Boy

A 12Z-year-old Livonia youth,
playing at the ancient game of
throwing snowballs at passing
cars, was fatally injured Sun-
day night when he and several
youngsters were apparently
panicked by a motorist who
reportedly stopped his car to
break up the “game."

Dead on arrival at St. Mary
Hospital -was Robert P. Du-
prey. of 14322 Henry Ruff, a
seventh grade student at Riley
Junior High School.

According to the information
the Livonia Police Department
was able to piece together by
talking 10 some of the young
witnesses, Robert and some of
his young friends were throw-
ing snowballs at passing cars
near Merriman and Barkley.

A MOTORIST STOPPED,
police said, and began to give
chase to the youngsters, who
began o scalter.

As the youths began to run
from the molorist, police said,
young Duprey stepped into the

ath of an oncoming car and
was struck down.

The driver of the auto which
struck Roberl was nol held.
Police identified him.as Philip
Poma Jr., of 22032 Cass, Far-
mington.

Police were unable to verify
what actually took place be-
cause some of the witnesses
were not able o supply ex-
plicit information as to whal
happened in the moment of
youthful panic.

No mention is made in the
report, nor is there any appar-
ent identification of the motor-
ist who originally stopped to
chase the youngsters.

A police scout car rushed
young Duprey to the hospital.

e

WHEN HE FAILED to re-
turn home, Mr. and Mrs. Ed-

ward Duprey. his parents.
went to the police station to
inquire about him

According to a police depart-
ment spokesman, Robert's
patents, in making inquiries,
described their son and his clo-

" thing.

A policeman, after showing
the parents a photograph taken
at the scene of the accident,
then told the parents that their
son had died on the way to the
hospital.

Robert was a member of the
Bulldog Aquatic Ciub which

trains at Bentley High School..

He had been a member of the
club since the age of six

HE WAS CONSIDERED ane
of the top five swimmers in
his age group in Michigan and
had participated in several
state relay swimming events.

He is survived by his par-
ents; a brother, Tom, 13: and
a sister, Suzamne, 19. His
mother Mrs. (Penny} Duprey,
is a teacher at Franklin High
School.

Funeral services will be held
at 11 a.m. Thursday from the
Maney-Burrell Funeral Home,
9300 Middlebelt Road: and
from St. Genevieve Church.
29015 Jamison, with Fr. Robert
Kerr officiating.

Burial will be in Holy Se-
pulchre Cemetery in South-
field.
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Through 1975

City Eyes Capital Expansion

The $10,000 would be the
city’s share of a federal open
space grant. The city hopes to
buy the land in fiscal year
1970-71 should the federal funds
be available.

THE PLANNERS HOPE
the city in the spring of 1971
will get more road funds based
on the 1970 census and be able
to spend more for major street
improvements.

Commissioners believe the
city can finance the paving of
Gill from Grand River to
Freedom, Shiawassee from
Farmington to Grand River,
and a portion of Drake south of
Grand River for $125,000.

In addition, the program
foresees the widening of Or-
chard Lake at Shiawassee with
the city's share being $17.000.
The city's share for widening
Orchard Lake from Grand
River to 10 Mile is estimated
at $175,000 to be accomplished
during the next five years in
cooperation with Oakland
County. The county's esti-
‘mated share is $525,000.

THE COMMISSION
HOPES to upgrade poilution
control by constructing an ad-
ditional storm water treatment
plant south of Grand River on
the Rouge River.

Total cost of the facility is
estimated at $130,000. If a fed-
eral grant can be obtained. the
project could be financed with
the city drawing $65.000 from
its water and sewer fund.

The report shows the need to
build a six-bay police garage
to reduce maintenance costs
during the winter months. The
garage will be financed from
the general fund under capital
improvement programs in the
police department account.

When the downtown redevel-
opment program begins. it is
expected to be financed by the
following ratio: 60% on a spe-
cial assessment basis and 40%
by the city at large from the
general fund.

City engineers report that
an extensive storm sewer out-
let from the Rouge River
along Freedom Dr. to Far-
mington and future extension

to Gill must be built at a later
date. Estimated cost for the
first phase is $125,000-$25,000
from a special assessment dis-
trict and $100,000 from general
obligation bonds to be paid
from the water and sewer
fund.

THE CITY EXPECTS to
spend $6.000 in fiscal year
1969-70 for its tree .planting
program. However. at a
charge of $20, per tree, the
program is self-sustaining and

does not require help from the
general fund

Off-strect parking needs on
the north side of Grand River
south of Oakland between
Farmington and Warner will
be financed a special as-
sessment district.

Entrance and exit ramps are
expected to be built in the fu-
ture for westbound 1-98 at
Farmington and Freedom Dr.
These will be built and fi-
nanced, however, entirely by
the state highway department

The commission anticipates
a municipal building expansion
program between 1972-75 (o be
financed by general obligation
bonds of 20-30 years duration.

An area incinerator project
is planned. but total cost will
be borne by an Incinerator
Authority coordinated by the
county public works depart-
ment. It will probvably include
Farmington, Bloomfield Hills,
Southfield and Novi with con-
struction taking place between
1972-75

e r
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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS - Trena Quinn, long-time clerk for the City of Farmington,
shows the ploque she received in honor of her 25 years of volunteer service for the
March of Dimes. Shown from left are Mrs. Quinn, area March of Dimes choirmon;
Maribel Chalmers, co-chairman of Farmington Township drive; Sarah Hatcher, co-
chairman for drive in city; ond Twila Clark, executive director of the Ookland
County March of Dimes.

{Evert photo}
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Annual interest is compounded daily on new DAILY INTEREST Passbook
¥ Savings Accounts (present Regular Passbook Accounts must transfer to be
g

eligible).

Annual interest is compounded daily on our 90-day maturity $500 Time-
savings Passbook Accounts. And $50 additions can be made anytime

Annual interest is compounded daily on new one-year maturity $1,000 or

more Certificates of Deposit.

Annuat interest is compounded daily on new two-year maturity $1,000 o

more Certificates of Deposit.

Annual interest is compounded daily on new one-year $100,000 or more

Certlficates of Deposit

Don’t be fooled

high interest claims.

Livonia National Bank pays the maximum annual interest
rates allowed under new Federal regulations. But here's
where the similarity with most other savings plans ends.
At Livonia National, interest is also computed and
compounded continuously to give you MAXIMUM EARNINGS.
Choose the Livonia National savings plan that's hest for

.you and bank your money for all it's worth.

|
Open Mon. thru Sat, 'til 4:30 P.6. ... "til 6:00 P.M. Fri

Livonia NaTioNAL BANK

7 Offices to Serve You / Phone 421-8200 / Member F.D.1.C.

+Etfective February 1, 1970
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