During a pre-arranged train ride from the Renaissance Center,
through Birmingham, Bloomfield Hills, on to Pontiac and back to De-
troit, members of the Reagan family seat-hopped, chatting and inro-
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Ronald Reagan’s campaigning son and daughter,
Mike and Maureen, relaxed Thursday morning and
went for a pre-arranged train ride from the Renais-
sance Center out into the suburbs.

It was a way to come down from the high tension
of Wednesday night's nomination and the intense
speculation that preceded Reagan’s vice presiden-
tial selection.

But they also wanted to talk about the campaign
and about what had happened the night before.
Both, if separate interviews, said they never be-
lieved for a moment Wednesday night that their
father would pick Gerald Ford as a running mate.

Mike was with his father when he was making
that final decision. Maureen was on the floor of the
Joe Louis Arena with the California delegation.

AS SOON as the Thursday morning Reagan-
Bush press conference was over, the Reagans —
Maureen, Mike, his wife Colleen and their 2-year-
old-son Cameron — got.on board for the ride
through Birmingham and Bloomfield Hills, where
they stopped to take pictures, on to Pontiac and
then back to Detroit.

‘Maybe next year Cameron,
you can furn on the light on the -
big Christmas tree at the White
House.’

— Mike Reagan to his son

The trip was billed as a diversion for the
Reagans, an opportunity for a few press and TV
people to interview them and a chance for the Budd
Co. to promote its new railear.

When the Reagan advance team was doing the
convention scheduling for members of the family,
the ride was one of the side trips decided on.

Two-year-old Cameron was pointing out trees to
Mike, seated beside him, as the train headed north
out of Detroit.

“Maybe next year Cameron,” said his dad, “you

can turn on the lights on the big Christmas tree at
the White House.”

MIKE TALKED about the Reagan-Ford ticket
that had appeared imminent for a while the night
before. It was never imminent, he said.

‘The rumor that sparked through the arena was
that Ford would agree to run as vice president if he
had some of shared ibilil
Newscasters were using the phrase “co-president.”

“My father didn't have a co-governorship and he
would not have a co-presidency,” said Mike, who
spent those decision hours in the hotel with his fa-
ther while the rest of the country waited.

Ford was taken seriously, said Mike. “When and
ex-president shows interest, you have to consider it
seriously.

“But Dad and the former president went over the
plusses and minuses of the ticket and both seemed
to agree simultaneously that it would be better if
the former president were on the outside cam-
paigning.”

MAUREEN Reagan said when she heard about a

going to work. Ronald Reagan is going to be a pres-
ident all right on his own.”

Mike said he gave his father this advice about the
vice presidential choice: “I said, ‘Dad, go out there
(to the convention) and name the person, then duck.
Because you can't please everyone. All those dele-
gates out there have their own preferences.” "

Reagan did decide on Bush about a half hour be-
fore he made the announcement, said Mike. “He
went to the arena to announce it then. They were
all saying it was going to be Ford. He didn’t want to
give the rumor 12 hours to fester, By morning all
the papers would have had headlines saying Ford
was the one.”

Mike, 35, and the head of his own company that
sells equipment to farmers, said he’ll be back on
the campaign trail with his father.

“But now I got to get back home and find out
about my business and make some money.”

ACROSS THE train aisle from Mike, Maureen,
39, sat on the edge of the seat, bouncing around,
greeting everyone, kissing some, apparently bub-
bling with engery. “Welcome to the train ride,” she
called to some people ahead of her.

“I do have a high level of engery,” she said. “I've
gol two speeds, g0 like hell and stop.” She had gone
to bed at 3-a.m. and gotten up at 6 a.m.

“I'm not going to plan for what's ahead yet,” she
said. “As soon as it (the convention) is over, I just
want to go home (to California) and do the laun-

The night before, at the arena, she had taken the
micorphone and announced, “California casts 168
votes for my father, Ronald Reagan.” They'd been
teasing me all evening about getting it right, she
said.

She continued, “I saw my first political conven-
tions on TV in 1952. I sat glued to both of them. I
decided then I wanted to be a Republican because
they spemed better organized.

“And here I am, 28 years later, participating as a
delegate,” she said enthusiastically.

“I PREDICTED back when my dad was a Demo-
crat that he would be a great president,” she said.

,"Back when nobody else thought of it." -

Maureen's mother is not Nancy Reagan but ac-
tress Jane Wyman. “She (Ms. Wyman) is very hap-
py for his success, but she keeps a low profile. She
doesn't feel ancient history should be held against
him,” said Maureen.

During the train ride which took about 1% hours,
the Reagan family members seat-hopped through
the train, smiling at everyone, and intreducing
themselves.

Mike kept tabs on Cameron, held him for a while,
followed him down the aisles. Colleen, also gregari-
ous, moved around theitrain.

At one point, Maureen rested her head on Mike’s
shoulder and closed her eyes for a few moments.
Photographers were shooting when she decided to
take the pose.

PART OF the Budd plan for:the trip was to put
Maureen in an engineet’s cap, and put her at the
throttle of the railcar the company hopes to sell
{hroughout the world.

When the train got to Bloomfield Hills, Maureen
took control and moved it back and forth for the
photographers. Later Cameron got to sit at the con-
trols on the engineer’s lap. “Bye bye,” Cameron
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ducing themselves to everyone. Maureen Reagan, in the aisle, found
time for most people on the train.

Maureen Reagan
talks with Budd Co.
executive Paul Sichert, -
who arranged the trip
as a diversion and to
promote his compa- .
ny's new rail car.

Mike Reagan, center, was with his father Ronald
Reagan when he made the decision to pick Goerge Bush
for his running mate. Maureen Reagan, after three hours

of sleep the' night before, rests for a moment on her
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Get your savings while they're
hot. And keep your kids as
warm as little Eskimos all through
fall and winter. Choose from our
entire collection of cold-
weather coats, jockets, vests,
and snowsuits for babes, tod-
dlers, girs’ 4 to 14, boys' 4 to 7,
young teens and young guys.
Shown are two from the group:
boys’ down-look nylon vest with
deep side pockets and snap
front. 24 units.* S-M-L-XL. In
Young Guy. reg. 524, sale 17.99.
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jacket with acrylic pile lining.
Machine washable polyester/
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to 14, reg. 533, sale 23.99.
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v Cameron Reagan, 2, was a focal point of the ~ words on the train ride were “bye bye,” and
¢ convention, everywhere he went. His favorite  “trees.”




