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Bright night in Whitehorse

long time before the dawn

WHITEHORSE, Yukon — There are strange things done in the
midnight sun, but the strangest of all is the midnight sun itself,
which shines day and night in the Yukon.

Strictly speaking, the midnight sun can only be seen north of
the Arctic Circle, because you must go that far north to see a sun
that never sets below the horizon.

That is just a technicality, however. In Whitehorse, capital city
of the Yukon territories, the sun just dips briefly below the hori-
zon.in the middle of the night, leaving the sky, as bright as it is at
8 p.m. in a Detroit summer.

I'VE KNOWN ABOUT the midnight sun ever since I read Rob-
ert Service's ditties about the Klondike as a child, but I still
wasn't prepared for it. :

1 assumed that the sun would make a rosy glow on the horizon,
as it does at dawn in Detroit — or anyplace where they have a
dawn, which they certainly don’t have at this time of year in the
Yukon.

Not so. The sun shines brightly enough to take full-sun pictures
at midnight. You can see blue sky at 1 a.m. Whenever I woke in
the night, I would rush to a window to see if the sun was still
shining. It was, at 3 or 5 a.m., with a light that you could picnic,
play baseball or read a book in.

My friend Dave Bruce of Houston drove north to the Arctic
Circle and watched the sun swing down, and up again, without
touching the horizon.

1 was unable to do that, so I climbed the Dome above Dawson
City to get the same effect. Going to higher ground gives you the
same effect as going further north.

1 tried to take pictures to show my friends that the sun was
shining brightly at midnight, but the midnight sun doesn’t look
any different than the midday sun. Finally, I wrote midnight on
the dusty trunk of my car and took a picture of that.

‘The White Night, as it has been called, has a significant cultur-
al effect on the people who live in the north. The sun shines all
day and all night during the summer, and it barely shines at all in
the winter. Spring and fall are transition times, and the only
times when Yukoners see our rhythm of day and night.

Visitors dread the idea of a dark cold winter. The temperature
drops as low as 72 degrees below zero in Whitehorse, but locals
hasten to tell you that there is very little snow and the air is dry.
They get rapturous sometimes about the joy of taking a walk in
the clean cold air of winter, with the moon shining down.

THE SUN RISES about $:30 a.m. and sets before 4 p.m. in
winter, but the most depressing seasons to the people who live
here are spring and fall.

“1 get depressed when it starts getting dark in September, and I
get depressed again when it starts getting light in the spring,” I
was told by Joy Denton of Tourism Yukon.

Of course, all the local jokes are based on the midnight sun.
Example: “Tourists should be out of town by sundown, and sun-
down this year is September 14.”

T found myself laughing at something else: daylight saving
time. They've already got 24 hours of daylight in the Yukon in
summer. What they need up here is Darkness Saving Time.
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WHITEHORSE, Yukon — The crude
little sign was set in the side of a steep
slope at the bottom of a canyon. It was
briefly visible from the back platform
of the White Pass and Yukon Railway,
an 80-year-old line built 110 miles
across the mountains between Whi-
tehorse, capital of the Yukon, and
Skagway, a seaport in the panhandle of
Alaska.

The sign read simply, Trail of '98.
There, on that narrow track ribboning
painfully across sheer rock, the green-
horns packed their 2,000-pound loads
into the Klondike during the gold rush
of 1898. Most of them traveled in deep
Snow.

This scenic railway trip along the
trail is only one of many ways in which
tourists can follow the gold dust trail
without suffering the incredible hard-
ships and disappointments of that time.

By land, Mile One of the Trail of '98
was at Dawson Creek, British Colum-
bia, to the southeast. This part of the
trail was followed by those who came
by sea.

You can follow the trail on a2 modern
map by tracing your finger up the In-
side Passage from Seattle or Van-
couver to the small coastal town of
Skagway, or to the Yukon ghosttown of
Dyea. Old photographs show thousands
of eager but inexperienced prospectors
unloading in these two ports after gold
was found in Dawson City, 450 miles to
the north, in 1896.

They- didn't know where they were
going, and they didn’t know that most
of the claims would be staked long be-
fore they got there. They only knew
they had to struggle inland over either
the Chilkoot or White Pass to Bennett
Lake, by boat through a chain of lakes
and down the Yukon River past Whi-
tehorse to Dawson City.

The international boundary between
Alaska and the Yukon was at the top of
each mountain pass. The Canadian gov-
ernment forced prospectors to carry
2,000 pounds of supplies into the Yu-
kon, so that they would not be stranded
and become a public burden.

tripping

Marshall serving tour No.I7

Plan to be out of town Sept. 6 and 7,
the two days when Marshall, Mich,,
celebrates its heritage with its annual
historical homes tour.

The city, also celebrating its 150-year
anniversary, will again roll out the
banners and bunting, the arts and
erafts, the architectural wonders of the
past. Not to mention the parade, the
antique sale at the Calhoun Country
Fairgrounds, and the food and bever-
age available around the tour.

Tickets, good for either day of the
tour, are available in advance for $6,
$7 on site. People 12 and younger will
be admitted free and group rates are
available. For tickets or more informa-
tion, write: Marshall Historical Society,
P.O. Box 68-A, Marshall 43068.

© BLAST FOR THE PAST

Ypsilanti is having its yesteryear
celebration Aug. 22-24, with a range of
activities to keep everyone on their
toes.

Events include an art fair at Depot
Town and around the old town hall,
something for the youngsters in River-
side Park, sidewalk shopping in down-
town Ypsi, lunch, Wallenda high wire
act, a circus on Frog Island, big band
dance at the Washtenaw Country Club
or street dance along Washington
Street promenade, a 10km or two-mile
run, parade, ice cream social, and
more.

For a brochure and more informa-
tion, call the Visitors and Convention
Bureau at 482-4920.

© PROBLEMS?

Unsrupulous or incompetent charter
ctravel operators got you down? If so, a

special legislative study committee
wants to hear about it. -

Committee chairman Tom Alley, D-
West Branch, will conduct a public
hearing at 7 p.m. Aug. 21 in room 262,
building J, at Oakland Community Col-
lege Orchard Ridge campus in Farm-
ington.

“Purchasing a package charter tour
or other travel service has increasingly
become a real gamble for the son-
sumer. It is my hope that through the
efforts of our committee, the Michigan
travel consumer will be better protect-
ed in the future,” he said.

Complaints to the legislature have
ranged from long delays in departures
to outright cancellation of planned
flights.

A follow-up meeting will be held at 7
p.m. Sept. 17 in room 420-D in the capi-
tol in Lansing.
© FOR CREDIT

Detroit College of Business will offer
a travel and tourism program during
its fall quarter.

‘The program is intended to train stu-

“dents for immediate employment in

the industry as-agents, reservatiénists,
tour directors and other related oceu-
pations. Study includes flight attendant
procedures, travel agency manage-
ment, cruise ship operations, vacation
and tour planning, and using the vari-
ous reference manuals of the biz.

For information, call the admissions
department at 582-6983 (Dearborn
campus) or 542-7225 (Madison Heights
extension).

© FORSALE

In the market for a gas-guzzling 707
or 727-1007

American Airlines has bought 15
Boeing 727-200s from Braniff Interna-
tional and is retiring some of its old
stock. According to company spokes-
man David Frailey, the price is negoti-
able.

© MELON-HEADED

Friday-Sunday are the days for
melon lovers to gather in Howell for
the annual festival celebrating the joys
of melonhood.

BEFORE THE WHite Pass and Yu-
kon Railway was built, the greenhorns,
or cheechakos as they call them in the
north, had to pack by foot and with
pack animals across the 7,000-foot
mountains. Most of them arrived at the
beginning of winter.

At Lake Bennett they built a motley
assortment of boats. Old photos show
them donwriver on Lake LaBarge, the
lake made famous in the Robert Ser-
vice poem, “The Cremation of Sam
McGee.” The boats filled the lake from
shore to shore: sailboats, jumks, all
kinds of nand-made transportation to
the Klondike.

‘The White Pass and Yukon Railway
was built in 1900 and is now a tourist
line following the trail to Whitehorse.
The best seats are on the last car,
where you can see the spectacular.
scenery through large windows and
from the platform. The chairs are mov-
able and eventually clog the pathway
to the door, where a sign reads “Pas-
sengers are not allowed to ride on the
platform.”

From Skagway to Bennett is a 4 per-
cent grade, a rise of 4 feet per 100, said
to be the steepest grade of any freight-
hauling narrow-gauge common carrier
in North America.

At Bennett, a tiny corner of British
Columbia crossed by the tracks, every-
bady gets off for lunch.

1ts called a miners meal: long tables
are set and ready for the onslaught in
the railway station. Steaming bowls of
homemade beef stew, pork and beans,
baskets of new bread, freshly baked ap-
ple pie and coffee. Every dish of tasty
homemade food is refillable on request
and included in the price of your train
ticket. :

A new highway runs almost parallel
to the train, through Carcross, where
great herds of caribou once crossed
these mountain waters. Both highway
and train cross the Alaska Highway
near Whitehorse.

‘Whitehorse was only a supply stop
during the gold rush, a half-way point
between the coast and Dawson City.
Now it is the capital of the Yukon, its
government buildings built across the
street from a dry-docked
paddlewheeler that is open to tours.
You see such paddlewheel museums
everywhere in the Yukon.

The Indians named this site Whi-
tehorse, because of Yukon River rapids
that “looked like white horses with fly-
ing manes." Those waters have now
been tamed to make a scenic lake, a
spectacular white-water dam, and fish
ladder, near the town. .

A tour boat goes daily upriver to
Miles Canyon, where the white water
once upended home-made boats and,

later, paddlewheelers carrying people
to the Klonike. Women and children
were not allowed to ride through the
rapids. They rode a wooden tram along
the top of a cliff to the other side.

There are several decent motels and
a surprising number of excellent res-
taurants in Whitehorse, where a tour of
the town gives you insights into the
area, The railway station dead-ends the
modern main street, which is full of
tourist shops, Indian crafts, Eskimo
carvings, and gold jewelry, none of it
really cheap. :

Down the street at the McBride Mu-
seumn are relics of Klondike history, in-
cluding Sam McGee's cabin, made fa-
mous by poet Robert Service (Service's
cabin is on view in Dawson City), and
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priceless photo albums showing 18t
century photos of the gold rush days. -

Across the street from the museum,
Gold Rush Tours rents canoes, provides:
guides, takes tour boats upriver to
Dawson City and stages a popular eve;
ning river ride and barbecue, with wine
and beer or cocktails on board. .

If you take the boat tour, the Gold
Rush Two goes 12 miles downriver to
Egg Island, tacking to round Swallow
Bend, where birds make rows of holes
in the high sand wall and a pair of bald-
headed eagles perch high in the pines
above the bluff.

For more information, contact mé
Canadian Government Office of Tour-
ism in Detroit. :
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We're doing it.
We're driving
less, planning

. . ate speed and a steady pace. 35 to
tl'lpS more . 45 miles per hour is the most
vwsely, keeplng e}flﬁcient dnv‘:n%“sg?d (r;o Sne\lole

: than 55 on the highway). Select
our cars ]Il tune— routes that include long smooth
we're takmg the stretchesof roadsoyoucan®

im le but drive at a steady pace.
simp. u Not idling the motor
necessary {for more than 30 seconds. Anytime
‘you park and wait for more than
steps to save 30 seconds, turn off the ignition.
gasohnev .. Restarting takes less gas than idling.
and money. o B Leaving thecar’

e ——— me once in a while. When you E
Why money? can,sharearideorusepublictrans-
Because portation. Or try walking, biking...

or even skating! And many errands
wasted gas can be handled e ffectively by mail
is wasted orphone.
You may think that anything
money. that sounds this simple can’t

EvEnGy.
EFFOENCY
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And we're doing even more to
make the most of our gas and our
gas dollars. Things like*

/ can really help reduce your

Driving ata moder-

save you very much, but
following steps like these

gasoline
Sokeep up the good work!




