Monday, October 27, 1980,

The Ford Escort is available in two body
styles — a three-door hatchback (foreground)
and a four-door liftgate. When equipped with

Check your car’s battery:“

2 styles

the manual transaxle and 1.6-liter engine, the
Escort has EPA mileage ratings of 30 mpg
cny and 44 mpg highway.

before heavy winter use

Your automobile baltery should be checked on a
regular basis.

It's easy to rmeember to do this if you check both
engine oil level and the battery when you fill your
car's gasoline tank.

The level of electrolyte should be checked and
filled as necessary (unless the battery is a sealed
“maintenance free” type).

Check the hat(er) more often during the summer
or when you're using your car harder or more often
than normal.

- For an easy visual inspection, do the'following:

Water ‘level: Normal operation causes the elec-
trolyte level — commonly called the water level —
to drop. The level should be at the bottom of the
circular or triangular lip on the bottom of the filler
hole. If the level falls below this, it may uncover
portions of the battery’s plates and reduce its effi- .
ciency and power.

Battery cables: Inspect your battery cables and
posts for a gray or black deposit. This deposit can
mean real trouble since it can insulate the cable
end from the terminal.

Battery case: Check the battery case and top for
cracks. Raised portions may signal leaks or corro-
sion at work beneath the surface.

Battery box: Check the battery box for corrosion
and damage. Also check the battery's hold-down
system for tightness and corrosion damage.

Perform simple maintenance yourself.

Keeping the battery case clean will reduce corro-
sion throughout the system. Washing with plain wa-
ter can get rid of most of the corrosion and acid
residue on the outside of the case.

1f the battery's top is covered with corrosion and
residue, cover the vent holes in the battery caps
and wash the entire top of the battery with a solu-
tion of baking soda and water. Make sure none of |

- the solution enters the battery.

Brush the battery with a stiff bristle’ brush and
rinse with clean water. Wipe off standing water
that might make a connection between the two ter-
minals of the battery. Then remove the covers from
the battry vent caps.
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