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‘widening foes

The Farmington Hills. City Council
agreed Monday night to take another
look at the proposed widening of Ore-
bard Lake Road between 10 and 12
Mile roads. Residents of nearby subdi-
visions have said that they disapprove
of the project.

Although the project is conducted by
the Oakland County Road Commission,
the Hills City Couneil has the option of
withdrawing its widening request .

While the council received: petitions
from subdivision-association represent-
atives from the. affected area, it also
sought residents opinions on limiting
the widening to three or four lanes in-
stead of the proposed five.

Most representatives advocated
resurfacing the road and maintaining it
with two lanes for through traffic and a
third for left-hand turns.

This design, complemented with “le-

gible signs, properly timed traffic sig-
nals and a'clearly striped and well-
maintained roadway would be entirely
adequate for this area,” said Richard
W. Steiger, treasurer of the Pasadena
Park Association. .

“I believe a five-lane road isn't nec-
essary,” said James Miller of LaMuera
Civic Association, echoing Steiger’s
recommendation.

DISPUTING THAT Orchard Lake
* Road between 10 and 12 Mile carried
enough traffic to merit the widening,
resident R. W. Doherty said, “I see no
reason to widen the road at all. There's
never a traffic jam from Grand River
to 11 Mile Road.
“I'd just as soon make a race track

out of this highway” than add extra
lanes, he said.

Doherty, and several other persons

who voiced their” opposition to the
project, said they would consider mov-
ing if the road was widened to five
lanes. -
‘The added road would move resi-
dents closer to the traffic and destroy
the rural atmosphere of the area, rep-
resentatives argued.

“People moved out here because
they liked the country road, the clear
air and the rural. atmosphere,” said
Roy Goodspeed, president of the Pasa-
dena Park Association.

. Developing the city to include a cen-
tral business strip doesn't always work
in the best interests of the residents
and the area, Goodspeed said.

“Farmington Hills is not a metropol-
itan city. Farmington Hills is not a core
city. Farmington Hills was developed
as a bedroom community,” he said.

Moving from the concept of Farm-
ington Hills as a bedroom community
would mean a higher concentration of
traffic and all the attendant problems,
Goodspeed added.

YCITY COUNCIL should protect and
preserve our right to open spaces and
freedom from congestion,” he said.

The Springbrook Subdivision Associ-
ation supported the effort to widen the
road. .

City Councl must consider the
growth of the entire city in making
its decision, said Springbrook subdi-

(Continued on Page 4A)

A Consumers Power worker reinforces gas lines along Greening

Avenue, a preliminary step before water main construction. The as-
beStos water pipes in the foreground, a health worry for some resi-
dents, weren’t installed as planned Monday. (Staff photo by Randy

Borst)
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Residents stop
asbestos work

By MARY GNIEWEK

Residents concerned about a link be-
tween cancer and asbestos blocked con-
struction of an asbestos water main
Monday in the Oakland Hills Orchard
Subdivislon. .

A half dozen residents parked their
cars in front of the construction site at
12 Mile and Greening, one block east of
Orchard Lake.

“What got our dander up was a CBS-
TV report a year ago about a small
town in the South which traced a high
incidence of cancer to the water sys-
tem which was asbestos,” explained
Donald Loosli, blockade organizer.

The city planned to install an 8-inch

‘water main along Greening from 12

Mile to 13 Mile, bringing that subdivi-
sion into Farmington Hills'water sys-
tem. The neighborhood is serviced by
wells.

Consumers Power workers rein-
forced gas lines along Greening Mon-
day, a preliminary step before con-
struction could occur.

City Engineer Tom Biasell said
project contractor, Electra Construc-
tion Company of South Lyon, will halt
work until subdivision homeowners
meet with City Manager Lawrence
Savage.

“No credible studies show that these
pipes are a health hazard,” Savage
said.

“If the residents still object, they
may petition for a special assessment
to get steel pipes, but many transmis-
sion lines in the city are asbestos.”

FA IN HILLS City Council

For the first time in 30 years,
Farmington High School opened this
September without Lee Peel to
teach English and the school’s jour-
nalism classes.

. With thoughts of pursuing some long-
standing projects, including ‘a book
on 19th and early 20th century ar-
chitecture in Farmington and a col-
lection of humorous anecdotes
gleaned from the old Farmington
Enterprise newspaper, Peel decided
to leave teaching behind.

“I was a fixture. Like a neon
light,” he joked.

High prompted some students to as-
sume he was a graduate of the
school.

But the first time Peel, 54, a na-
tive of Evart, Mich., 1aid eyes on the
school was 30 years ago, when, as a
young teacher fresh out of the Uni-
versity of Michigan, he arrived to
take his first job.

He stayed to become the publish-
er of the school newspaper, the
sometimes director of school plays
and the acknowledged impetus for
several careers in publishing, teach-
ing and journalism. .

Don Nichols, one of Peel’s former
students and ardean at Oakland
Community College-Orchard Lake,
| says Peel introduced him to classi-
:] cal music and inspired his own
7| teaching career.

His long tefiure at Farmington

WHEN NICHOLS completed
work for his Ph.D., he gave a party
for the persons he believed had in-
fluenced his education the most.
Peel's name was on the guest list.

A teaching career was not a life-
long ambition for Peel. In his first
two years at college at Western
Michigan University, he found that
many of his friends were planning
on a teaching career. He was influ-
enced by them to chose the same

goar-

At first, he thought teaching could
serve as a stepping stone to another
career. But he liked the job so much
he never switched until his retire-
ment.

Running the school paper ap-
pealed to him ag:a creative opera-
tion both for him ahd his students.

“In a way you can cCreate your
own little world,” be said.

Teaching the "students writing
skills imposed its own challenges.

“1 was so clogé to the students
and their writing-that frequently I
couldn't sense (especially in the ear-

ly days of teaching) if they were
making improverd€ats in their writ-
" ing,” he said. ‘

Through their practice, he saw
improvements in his students’ writ-
ing skills. Yet he continues to doubt
if anyone can teally teach a high
school class to write.

“FOR 30 years I've pondered that

Teacher retires after 30 years
as local historian, journalist

question. I don’t really think you can
teach people to write,” he said,,

“You can improve their writing;
Yyou can rid it of cliches. But by high
school if they can’t understand a
sentence and have no feeling as to
what a graph is — they're never
going to.”

After three decades of expurgat-
ing bad writing habits, Peel says he
didn't miss getting up and going to
school this September.

“It's like an extended vacation,”
he said.

If it is a vacation, it is a busy one
for Peel, who spends his time on
various private projects long de-
layed due to his teaching responsi-
bilities.

After conducting a series of auto-
graph parties for his book, “Farm-
ington: A Pictorial History,” Peel
has started concentrating on his
next local project, the city’s archi-
tecture. He has the photographs for
the book and is looking for 2 publish-
er to put out the paperback edition.

But Peel is not'just tackling proj-
ects on a local subject. He is also
interested in doing a book on torna-
does and one on Isaac Shelby, Ken-
tucky's first governor,

PEEL SEEMS fascinated with
Shelby’s fiesty character. On Oct. 5,
1813, at the age of 63, Shelby led 2
band of Kentucky volunteers to fight
the British in the Battle of the.

v

Thames in Michigan. The Kentucky
troops, fighting under General Wil-
Jiam Henry Harrison, defeated the
foreign army.

- “He was quite an old man when
he walked with the volunteers from
Kentucky,” Peel said.

Shelby's great-granddaughter,
Mrs. Eeanor Faulconer, 86, still
Tives in Kentucky and Peel plans to
use ber information as one of his
principal sources.

adopted a special assessment district
for Greening homeowners after two
public hearings last year. Homeowners
who would benefit directly from the
service would pay the cost.

Residents will pay between $1,300

1 don't think (asbestos
pipes) should be on the
market unless they’re prov-
en absolutely safe.”
Homeowner Donald

Loosli

and $2,400 plus 10 percent annual in-
terest over 15 years, according to the
city clerk's office. The assessment will
0 on tax bills.

“As long as we're paying for the wa-
ter, I want to make sure it's safe,”
Loosli said.

The city chose asbestos cement pipes.
because they’re cheaper than common
alternatives, like ductile iron.

“At present, we don't see any prob-
lems because it's approved by different
agencies,” Biasell said.

Asbestos, a proven carcinogen (a

_chemical compound which can produce
tumnors) can be fatal if inhaled. It hasa't
proven to be fatal when ingested, ac-
cording to Richard Lehner, water sup-
ply division engineer for the Michigan
Department of Public Health.

“The concern with drinking water is
that it might lead to cancer of the colon
or intestinal tract, but studies haven't
beared that out,” Lehner said.

Asbestos pipes became popular
about 1960.

“Keeping up with Environmental
Protection Agency tests, asbestos
cement presents no health hazard,”
said Frank Naglich, Oakland County
DPW engineer.

That evidence doesn't pacify home-
owners like Loosli.

“The evidence against asbestos isn't
conclusive because it hasn't been
around long enough,” he said.

“I don’t think it should be on the
market unless proven absolutely safe.”

Industrial firm
to relocate here

By MARY GNIEWEK

The Farmington Hills City Council
approved two resolutions Monday that
pave the way for a $1 million industry
to move into the city on a low-interest
Economic Development Corporation

loan.

The industry, Fern Leaseholds Cor-
poration, a Ferndale pipefitting com-
pany, plans to move its headquarters to
the Farmington Freeway Industrial
Park and eventually expand its em-
ployment base from 100 to 150 work-
ers.

Council approved the site on which
the development will be built in the
rear of the industrial park, south of 10
Mile, in its first resolution.

In the second resolution, it named
James Pierce and Christopher Gopi-
gan, directors for two previous EDC
projects, to the EDC board. The two
will represent business and residential
interests for the project.

They’ll join the regular board of sev-
en local businessmen and two city offi-
cials in steering the project through le-
gal channels in compliance with a state
act governing the EDC.

The application now returns to the
EDC board which is expected to float
ici finance bonds for the

Market study shows consumers
have enormous spending power

Farmington-area _residents will
- spend nearly $83 million for food, $77
million for fuel and $51 million for au-
. tomobiles thisyear. .
. They will spend close to $50 milllon
- eating in restaurants, $17 million for
 personal-care items gnd almost $13
- million for furniture.
T Those figures were tallled by Urban
Decigjon Systems, Inc., a ‘market-re-
search firm hired by Michigan Bell

Telephone Co. Bell uses the data in &~

brochure designed to sell ads for the
F

/Farmington Hills Nelgh- *

. borhodd Yellow Pages.

“We've done gﬁ research Pm!ﬂ;e'
tlons for years. Each year we upgra
them," said Robert Kuschel, directory

ustaff manager for
¢ The projections are based on per-

PR

capita income ($1.2 billion) and number,
of resldents (93,318} In the area. The
met effect shows that Jocal spending
power I3 enormous, Kusehel sald.

The study also shows household in-
come has skyrocketed in the last dec-
ade. The 1970 U.S. Census shows that
:nm;e than 50 percent of all Farming-

on i

1970 was $313 million, according to the
census. It rose to $1.1 billfon this year.
Here's how families will spend mon-
ey this year:
+ Appliances $5.6 million
‘Washing machines $1.2 million
Clothes Dryers
Kitchen Ranges

earned in the $10,000 to $20,000 range.
Nearly 20 percent were in the $25,000-
plus bracket.

The study estimates that more than
75 percent of all Farmington/ Farm-
ington Hills hodseholds will earn
$25,000 or. more this year. Thirty per-
cet of that group will earn between
$35,000 and $50,000 and 22 percent,
‘more than §50,000. o

GROSS HOUSEHOLD income In

Dishwashers .

Air Conditioners $541,900

* Automobiles $51 million

New

Used

+ Food Away from Home $49 million
« Food At Home $82 million  *

Cereals

Bakery.Goods $7.9 million
Meats

Poultry

g

project. .
“Until the actual bond resolution is
adopted and signed, it isn't official,”
said Robert MeConnell, EDC chairman.

But McConnell expressed optimism
about the project.

“NOW THE PETITIONER can find
the best rate on the market,” he said.
“Rates could drop in the next few
months.”

1f the EDC board adopts the project,
it must draw a purchase agreement
and pass a resolution to fleat bonds for
$1 million, the precise cost of the new
building.

‘“The project is rolling along nicely,”
said Michael Sinclair, bond attorney
for the city.

Sinclair called the project “an Amer-
ican dream.”

“Ten years ago, three guys who
worked together in a factory decided to
g0 out on théin 6wn,;” he said. “They
became business partners and their
company boomed.”

The Ferndale-based operation is
called Hoyt, Brumm & Link, which
manufactures, bends ' and fabricates
pipes.

The company could move to Farm-
ington Hills as early as 1981 if plans
move according to schedule, Sinclair
predicted.

Tern Leaseholds is just one of four

The others include two $7 million shop-
ping developments and a $10 million
office complex.

Since regulations exempt interest
earnings from income tax, EDC loans
save businesses thousands of dollars.

More than $71 million worth of new
businesses are being' considered or
have been okayed for loans by the EDC
since the board was established a year
ago. - -

what’s inside

Fish
Dairy Products $11.4 million
Fruit & Vegetables $6.7 million
Other Grocery Items $15.8 million et vee
lio]:W -Alcoholic Beverages $9.5 mil- Gommunlty Galendar . . 38
Editorials. . . . .. .. 18A
+ FUELS $77 million Inside Angles . . . . . . 3A
Gas Religlon. . . . ... .. 8C.
Gas & Electricity $25 million SuburbanlLife. . . . 1-20C
Other Fuels $4.6 million . Sports . ... .. .. 1-6B
+ Home Entertainment $3 million 68
Black & White Sets
$308,300
Color Television Sets $1.7 million

Radlo & Stereo Equipment $1.1 mil-
ifon .
+ Home Furnishings $13 million

" (Continued on Page 4A)
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SOECER

The excitement of indoor
soccer and the Detroit Ex-
press Season kicks off
November 15.

Soccer tans now have a
chance to win 2 FREE

tickets. See the Classified
Section for full details. J
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