Industrial diversification
is easier said than done

Second in a series . S
. By TOM LONERGAN
[

With the auto industry still
slump since 1974, developm

eeling from the second major economic
of a diversified job-base in southeast

Michigan has taken on a greater urgency. o
The total number of, jobs in the seven counties of southeast Michigan
increased between 1970 and 1977. But the x!nmber of manufacturing jobs

Council of Governments

! declined, ding to the
(SEMCOG).

SEMOCOG, a government-funded re-
gional planning agency, recently drew
a summary prafile of the region.

The ‘manufgeturing . decline has

_ meant increased unemployment and a
shift to more non-manufacturing, 10w-
er-paying service sector jobs.

“THERE'S BEEN a switch from a
great reliance on manufacturing jobs
to that of the service sector,” said Mi-
chael Glusac, SEMCOG executive di-
rectol

T

In 1970, manufacturing provided
about 51 percent of the region’s jobs,
reports. SEMCOG. By 1977, manufac-
turing jobs dipped to 46 percent of jobs
regionally. During the same period,

jobs
from 29 to 33 percent of te region's
job base,

While there's no question the auto in-
dustry remains the region’s largest job
provider for the forseeable future, it's
not expected to return to pre-recession
employment levels.

Two new automated  plants are
planned for early 1980s production in
Oakland County and central Detroit,
but they will be replacing, old, out-
‘moded facilities.

“We see (manufacturing jobs) as
being a declining portion,” said Daniel
Luria, of the UAW’s Research Depart-
ment. But the union hasn't made any
sqmates of thg loss, he added.

A RECENT study co-sponsored by
the Greater Detroit Chamber of Com-
merce identified six industries “that
have the best shot at surviving other
than the auto industry,” according to
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“None of these industries is particd-
larly labor intensive,” said Saltzman.
“You've got to be in the service indus-
try for that. These are mostly capital
intensive industries.” :

DIVERSIFICATION of the region's
industrial base is “absolutely essen-
tial," says SEMCOG's Glusac, “so.we
don't live or die on the auto industry.”
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time buyers.

process as they can before making a
move, This coincides with our goals for

perts who provide short talks on the

Achieving a mix will be difficult.
First, there’s competition with other

urban areas of the country, he said.
(Continued on Page 15A)

Manufacturing jobs have declined as a whole in
and there has been a slight shift to the suburbs.
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your attention.
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neys, affordability, financing, loan

related subjects.

these educational sessions. It is actual- °
ly a two-way learning process made -

voles of real estate agents and attor-

It's Showtime!
at SFA, Troy...

we're pleased to present a special
shopping-lunch-theatre afternoon!

Prologue— Valet parking, available at the
Coolidge entrance to SFA.
Complimentary coat check on
the Second Floot

Lunch by Alfred’s Restaurant.

A delicious hot buffet from 12 to
1:00, while you enjoy informal
modeling in the Somerset Mall
Auditorium, Lower Level.
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“Chapter Two,’ a unique comedy
show written by Neil Simon.

Tickets are 12.95 each, and may be purchased at
SFA in the Second Floor Boutique. For prepaid
reservations, call 643-9000, ext. 274.

Actll—

Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge, Troy
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Arthur Saltzman, the chamber’s vice B > - — for buyers *
president for economic development. . - R .
The study was conducted by two N OQverflow res,
< ponse has prmpted the
Wayne State Unlyemty ‘economics pro- Western Wayne Oakland County Board
fessors. Their criteria included average 0f REALTORS to schedule a second
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ox:cidn I.‘,)dcap;.al re- 1Q 66 L — . repeat of an October session that was
quire gnd m ucl_ lemand. [e] . booked to capacity nearly two weeksin
The industries given the best chance s advance. 4
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lar industries here to expand and to re- AN estate market, most are potential first- *

“Obviously, they hope to learn as ™
much about the market and the buying **

possible by the question-and-answer
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