Deadline to obtain notorious Red

By TOM LONERGAN

Political activists who were trailed by Michigan State Police during the 1950s,
*60s and '70s have one week left to get copies of their surveillance files.

Jan. 15 is the last day State Police will accept requests for files kept as long as
25 years by the now-defunct “Red Squad,” created by the Michigan Legislature in

1950.

Separate circuit court opinions in
Wayne County in 1977 and Ingham
County in 1976 declared the Red Squad
unconstitutional and led to the release
procedure. An estimated 38,000 indi-
vidual and 400 organization files were
illegally maintained by the state police
between 1950 and 1974.

The state was sued in 1974 by a num-
ber of Detroit-area consumer, civil
rights, anti-Vietnam war and welfare
rights activists. The United Auto Work-
ers (UAW) later joined the class-action
suit.

STATE POLICE will accept only
special, pre-printed request forms
from file applicants, Lt. Norman Smith
said this week. .

“No phone calls, plain letters, post
cards or matchbook covers,” he added.
“Because of the volume of this, we had
to set up a system. That’s the system.”

‘The Detroit Chapter of the National
Lawyers Guild, also a party in the suit,
and the UAW have been providing file
request forms to individuals and organ-
izations since mid-November.

ZThat month, state police sent first
class mail notices to some 32,500 indi-
viduals and organizations listed in the

Targets of Red Squad
-surveillance ranged from
those active in the trade un-
-fon, civil rights, anti-war,
women’s and other move-
ments of the late 1950s and
'1960s to non-participants
. . . relatives of people ac-
tive in the ‘social move-
ments of that time ...
persons who signed peti-
tions supporting third party
candidates to appear on
election ballots, newspaper
letter-to-the-editor writers
on busing. . . anyone who
was oulspoken or clearly
exercised their First
Amendment rights.

files. But 17,000 of those notices were
not delivered, Smith said. Another
6,000 file subjects never received no-
tices because the state police lacked
complete addresses.

“JUST BECAUSE there are 38,000
names doesn’t mean there are 38,000
files,” Smith said.

As of Monday, he said, 5,600 file re-
quests had been received by the state
police. No special publicity is planned
to notify people of the Jan. 15 deadline.
Daily newspaper ads were published
twice in November as notification of
the file release procedure.

‘The lawyers guild has been swamped
with phone calls about the files, said
Lenore Goldman, a coordinator of the
group's political surveillance project.

“Oh, gosh, we get easily 25 to 30 calls
a day,” she said. In the past two menths
the group has mailed “a couple thou-
sand” file request forms, she added.
‘The phone number is 863-0843.

Jordan Rossen of the UAW's legal
department said file request forms
were distributed to all of the union’s
regional offices. Former or current
UAW members who want to make a
file request should contact their near-
est regional office, he said.

TARGETS OF Red Squad surveil-
lance ranged from those active in the
trade union, civil rights, anti-war,
women’s and other movements of the
late 19505 and 1960s to non-partici-
pants, Goldman said.

Other possible file targets, according
to Goldman, were persons who signed
petitions supporting third party candi-
dates to appear on election ballots, and
newspaper letter-to-the-editor writers
on busing, “either pro or con.”

“Anyone who was outspoken or
clearly exercised their First Amend-
ment rights” could have a file, she said.

Rossen said the last 10 years of the
state Red Squad files “include almost
nothing but newspaper clippings” on
the UAW. “They could have found more
in our public relations files,” he said.

In earlier years, Red Squad files
were kept on individuals attending un-

ion meetings, Rossen added.

SMITH ESTIMATED it would take
the state police “a little over a year” to
respond to file requests. Four full-time
state police employees will do the pro-
cessing, he said.

File copies will be duplicates of what
the state police has on microfilm, with
this exception: Information that would
lead to the identification of informers
and undercover agents will be deleted.

Also deleted, Smith said, will be
names of third persons who appear
with information of a “highly personal
nature” about the person. i

Release of the files could
be interupted by the FBI,
which may seek a state or
federal court order prevent-
ing release of FBI informa-
tion or FBi-furnished mate-
riglin the fifes.

about an ongoing criminal investiga-
tion will be deleted, as well.
According to the notice which the
state police published in several daily
in

, “The files
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exist only on film and will ultimately
be destroyed.. No duplicate will be
maintained.”

Smith said the release procedure will
cost the state about $350,000.

RELEASE OF the files, however,
could be interrupted by the FBI, which
last month contacted the Michigan At-
torney General's office. Assistant At-
torney General George Weiler, who has
represented the state in the Red Squad
case, said the FBI may seek a state or
federal court order preventing release
of FBI information or FBI-furnished
material in the files.

“They're saying, ‘Look and see
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FURNITURE
40,000 square feet of
fine home furnishings
on display. Includes
styles from classic to
contempoarary for living
room, dining room,
bedroom, den and
foyer. Huge selection
of clocks, brasses, wall
hangings, sculptures,
all types of decorative
pieces.

DESIGN STUDIO
Our trained staff of
interior designers are
ready to help you
coordinate furnishings
and accessories for a
room, an entire home
oroffice. Allatnoextra

cost to you

service ...

IN
PHONE 965-2137

Q&E

To remain in business and keep growing
for 50 years takes more than ordinary store-
keeping. It takes foresight, faith in the
community and a determined desire to
serve the public. For 50 years, our policy
has been simple and straight forward . . . to
offer vast selections of quality merchandise.
backed by guaranteed satisfaction and
not just now and then, but
everyday of the year. No store could survive
and prosper without the continuing support *

1420 WASHINGTON BLVD.
DESIGN & DECORATING BLDG.

MASTER CHARGE, BAC-VISA,
BANKLINE STALOAN

GARDNER & SCHUMACHER

Furniture Distributors Since 1931

CELEBRATING OUR 50th YEAR

Serving You Thru Designers, Dealers and Architects
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wide selection of

and colors.
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WATCH GARDNER & SCHUMACHER in 1981
for MONEY-SAVING SPECIALS on
A HOME FURNISHINGS in ALL DEPARTMENTS!

of its loyal customers. To the thousands of
you who have continually turned to
GARDNER & SCHUMACHER for your home
furnishing needs . . .

1981 will be our “year of appreciation” as
we search out America’s best merchandise
values, and pass the savings on to you.
Take advantage of our JANUARY SALE
featuring floor stock and you can Special
Order at sale-prices, too! Delivery and set-up
included with purchases.

we say THANK YOU.

SATURDAY 9 TO 3:30

rWALL COVERINGS

shades, Levolor blinds,
decorator wall covering

FLOOR COVERINGS

weaves and patterns.
Linoleum in all styles

FREE PARKING NEXT TO STORKE

STORE HOURS: MONDAY 9 70 8
TUESDAY THRU FRIDAY § TO 5:30

to Canada.
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and the U'S Dallar i worth 15% mare in Canaea’ Can-Am
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Call your Travel Agent or
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SHOE & BOOT

Choose from a great selection of our
latest styles and patterns. Fresh from
our Fall and Winter collection.
SAVINGS UP TO 50%
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Squad data near

whal's there first before it's let out,"
Weller-said.

‘The suit against police political sur:..;
veillance has also led to a release pro:
cedure of an estimated 60,000 files kept -
by the city of Detroit police since the-
1930s.

The city was recently ordered by re:*
tired Wayne County Circuit Judge
James Montante to notify individuals-
and organizations listed in the files.
The notices are to be mailed in early
May. .

The lawyers’ guild will continue to
provide state file request forms up Lo
the Jan. 15 deadline. L
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Hudson's Bedspreads. all stores

hudsons

20% off

our entire
Nettle Creek
collection

During White Sale, our com-
plete line of ensembles; even
special accessories like vanity
skirts and headboard covers.

are included Decide what you
want. Then choose from a color-

selection of showpiece prints,
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porary. 8-week delivery In
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