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The watercolors, jewelry and sculp-
ture on display at Little Gallery

through January are all the work of ,

one person, Doug Barthel. And as ex-
pected, there’s a pleasant relationship
between Barthel's approach to all of
these media.

The jewelry is a very classy bread
and butter occupation. Sculptural, con-
temporary and dramatic, Barthel
works with and without previous
stones, shaping gold and silver into
stretched, elongated forms which have
a carressing quality in spite of their al-
most architectual elegance.

. Many of these would be effective at
20 or 30 times their size. A gold pin, for

The Little Gallery
He things big, works small

instance, of four equal and related

. parts, forms a hyperbolic parabo]nid

tailor, leaving a shaped surface.
He said that in this technique, “I'm

{for those who ). In
fact, the interest in geometnc fun'ns is
a conslanl in Barthel's jewelry.

Yet in his hands, metal becomes a
soft, mallable substance, which looks
as though it could move easily from
one shape to another.

THE SAME IDEA is seen in his
sculpture, much of which is quite
small, but could be just as effective
much larger.

“I'd like to do some big ones,” he
said, explaining how many of his pieces
have the metal rolled out like a pie
crust, then a section cut away and the
edges rejoined, much as a dart in a

of metal.”

In many pieces, Barthel works the
metal into following a natural form
such as shells or plants, but it a sleek
abstracted approach that he uses.

In some of his sculptures, he uses a
Japanese technique, mokume, (accent
on the last letter) which is sandwiching
layers of metals of different colors to-
gether, cutting into the sandwich and
flattening the cut to expose a wood-
grain effect.

Barthel works small surfaces with
fine detailing. The back of a gold pin
set with tourmalines is finished as com-
pletely as the front. In the hand, the
piece feels complete from any angle.
His
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another finely wrought dimension to
his sculpture.

In many of his pieces, Barthel mixes
‘metals to achieve interesting color and
subtle textural variations.

SEVERAL “HUMAN SCALE” free-
standing pieces were inspired by the
transmission of energy. They are, said
Barthel, graphic representations of en-
ergy flow. They have a lightning bolt
quality to them as the steel appears to
be a moving line of unleashed energy.

Barthel did his undergraduate work
in jewelry and metal at Wayne State
University, studying with Philip Fike.
He later taught at Wayne State, Wayne
County Community College and in Mt.
Clemens. But it is the studio work
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Begin the new year with beautiful living ideas from Ray
Interiors — where EVERYTHING — IN STOCK OR SPECIAL
ORDER — IS ON SALE — ALL furniture, carpeting, lamps,
wall pieces, accessories, custom reupholstery and window
treatments.
Shown above is an exemplary room setting designed with
selections from the Heritage Distinctive Upholstery
collection. Luxurious sofas, loveseats, and chairs have
individuality, perfectly matched patterns and comiort. All
styles are now on sale priced at 20% off or more.

. Select now, with the help of our complimentary interior
design service, while the entire Heritage line is on sale
~— only till Feb. 28.

Ray Interiors %'m"-m

Michigun's first Drexel Hentage

store.

" »;"""" 33300 8locum Dr., Farmington » 476-7272
1.7\\\. 3801 Plymouth Rd., Ann Arbor - 995-0085
[l Y Open Tues.. Wed., Sat. 30~

Mon., Thurs., Fri., 8:30-9:00




