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Remove 3rd party roadblock to ballot, court urged

'
i By WARREN M. HOYT ular spot on the ballot can get one only N The public may w : bl e ¢ to achieve thei
| Michlgan Press Amsoclation by firat petitoning for 2 piace on the The law's mechanics prevented people who consis sl prten.oven 1 ey o oo ot o o 60 e
'\I"hﬁ State Supteme Court bos been Aus\:s: prlmzrilb:yfgd and :{"::BZ IK are interested in voting for candidates in other not vote for them, he said. Small par-  ter a threatened loss of federal money
urged to dociare wnconsilutonal the  the primary elecin, - parties from voting for the small e g pric o bt or oo ey o P
K subccs politicat party ballot access law The petiti . gnat, parties. . . The public may want the right to © Torke parties donol he added. p?::s(;‘vzl: t fmilltions for retarded
! & ing unfair to small political par- ]mlnlgcl Gr'éc::“:{ 5::'%‘:}::;;;: congider small parties, even it they do not vote Reosti said there was no reason for
4 ﬂ eq pe for th S " . . . the law to remain becausc the threat- Thomas DeLoach, a department
1‘ the current secretary of state, and par- em. . .Small parties can provide options ened cxplosion of small parties never  spokesman, said the final decision may
he 1976 law was cnacted, said one  tieg mustrgeltl at least t:n;cc-‘:enﬂ;s of 1 andargumenls the large parties do not. materialized. not be made immediately, but may be
lnwycr because state officials feared ~percent of all votes cast in the primary R o . And previous petitioning require-  made at month-end reviews of depart-
too/many parties would clutter the bal- (o secure a spot on the November bal- onald Reosti, ments always succceded in preventing  ment staff.
lot; That law should not be maintained lot. SWP attorney frivolous parties from getting on the
bec:mse those fears were groundless, - ballot. The goal, he said, is still to reduce
previous ballot access require- ) AI!eclcd by the provisions are par- Hence the parties must seck out par- lot, he said, and this creates a form of the total department workforce by 10
mehts are adequate to keep frivolous ties hot guaranteed November ballot  ty regulars to keep a place on the bal- party registration. MENTAL HEALTH officials are still  percent, or 1,500 persons.
. patiies off the ballot. status due to votes received in past N

. general elections.

Robert Derengoski, state solicitor The requirements equalled a “meas-
general, argued the law was not pre- ley three voters out of a thousand” to
venting small parties from getting on  assure small parties a place on the No-

i the ballot. All those parties had to do  vember ballot,” Derengoski said.
was to get a “measley” showing of sup-
port, he said. In close questioning by justices,
: Derengoski admitted, however, “T am
The case (Socialist Workers Party vs.  not enamored by this proposal. I just
Secretary of State) was filed last sum-  say I don't think it’s unconstitutional”
mer. The law does not prevent small par-
. . ties from getting on the ballot, Dere-
IN 1976, the law was upheld by a fed-  goski said.
era] district court and subsequently ap-
proyed by the US. Supreme Court. RONALD REOSTY, attorney for the
When the case was filed, the circuit Socialist Workers Party, said the law's
court said it could not overrule the US.  mechanics prevented people who are
Supreme Court. interested in voting for candidates in
other parties from voting for the small
Under the law, a party without areg-  parties.
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]| NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY
OF FREE HOSPITAL CARE

|

| Botsford General Hospital (Osteopathic)
J located at 28050 Grand River Ave.,
‘|| Farmington Hills, will make $139,000 of
1 uncompensated  services available dur-
ing 1981 to eligible patients unable to

pay.
The Hill-Burton free care will be granted
on an individual eligibility, first-request-
ed basis within the $139,000 limit. Eligi-
bility will be limited to those unable to
pay whose total gross family income is
not more than twice the current poverty
income quidelines as. defined by the
Community Services Administration.
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