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Jack Lemmon’s the iunnyman, a Broadway press agent,
facing a life crisis in "I‘nbn!e

‘the movies

- ¢

;\ -%5 Louise Snider

*Tribute’ grabs
your attention
with theatrics

1t is very easy to get caught up in “Tribute” (PG) and just as
easy to become disenchanted with it. The situation and the leading
character are attention grabbers from the beginning.

Scottie Templeton (Jack Lemmon) is a hammy, colorful theatri-
cal press agent whose response to everything is a joke. If you don’t
know what to do in a situation, just drop your pants and make
everyone laugh. The whole world is his straight man.

He has an ex-wife (Lee Remick) who, although remarried, still
cares about him and an estranged 20-year-old son, Jud (Robby
Benson), who doesn't.

Scottie finds out he is dying of cancer and suddenly it looks as if
the joke is on him. He’s going to be playing straight man.

‘TO MAKE MATTERS worse, he is filled with regret about his
dismal relationship with his son, and there isn't much time left for
remedying it.

Scottie not only wtints to reconcile with Jud but to leave him
something of value, Nothing material, since Scottie is a spendthrift
with no estate to speak of. Scottie has excelled always at one thing
— having fun. As-his legacy, he would like to teach the sourpuss
Jud how to have fun.

He also would like to teach him to approach life with passion.
Can you imagine this coming from a man who admits he never
made an emotional commitment? But it’s a good line and makes
good theater, which is where this movie came from.

Jack Lemmon recreates the character he played on Broadway
for nine months in Bernard Slade’s play. It's a role that was writ-
ten with Lemmon in mind, and he does it justice. Scottie demands
a virtuoso performer who can be dejected or jubilant, scared or
hysterically funny, erying or laughing.

Lemmon is expert in the sad-clown’persona. His performance in
“Tribute” is a tribute to his acting skill. It has all the requisites for
another Academy Award nomination.

THE DISENCHANTMENT with the movie, therefore, is not
prompted by the acting (even though Benson never seems to get
inside his character), but by the script. Slade has stacked the deck
so obviously that each turn of events is predictable and the resolu-
tion of the father son schism inevitable.

The only twist in the generation-gap dilemma is that “Tribute™
reverses the usual stereotype and gives us a prudish, serious son
telling his frivolous father to grow up.

When Jud would like to see a photography exhibition his father
proposes they go to a fiude mud-wrestling match. So much for
values in this film.

You can see, though, why winning Jud's love and respect is not
going to be easy. And getting him to loosen up is another tough
problem, especially since the author never suggests that Scottie
should bend or meet his son halfway. All the ground-giving comes
from Jud.

It must be a great comfort to middle-class parents to observe
that Scottie prevails without having to give an inch. Parental gui-
dance lesson: Dismiss your offsprings’ interests and opinions as
unimportant. Make them see things your way, by God.

Robbie Benson's the straightlaced son, who adjusts :;nd
learns to love his offbeat father.

‘what’s at the movies

NEW RELEASES

ANY WHICH WAY YOU CAN (PG). Clint Eastwood, Clyde (the orangu
tan) and team of “Every Which Way But Loose . united for more
comic nlayhem.

A CHANGE OF SEASONS. (R). Superfluous film about changing values
in adult relatidnships, but nothing about this is very adult.

THE ELEPHANT MAN (PG). Largely true story of grossly deformed
man rescued from sordid life by compassionate doctor. Fine acting by
John Hurt, Anthony Hopkins and John Glelgud balances out directori-
al shortcomings.

FLASH GORDON (PG). Campy space fantasy intersperses a lot of
]aughs among the adventures of the clean-cut hero, all to the music of
Qileen,

‘THE FORMULA (R). Mystery thriller about interntional cartel keeping
formula for synthetic fuel off the market. Stars George Scott, Marlon
Brando and Marthe Keller.

THE JAZZ SINGER (PG). Ridiculous remake maganifies all the faults of
the first talking motion picture made in 1927. The story doesn't get
any better. The songs get worse.

NINE TO FIVE (PG). Comedy with Jane Fonda, Lily Tomlin and Dolly
boss.

Parton as three secretaries who scheme to gel rid of their
ORDlNARY PEOPLE (R). Robert Redford’s directorial debut is a

To be April 3-11

smash in this extraordinarily well-acted, moving film about a perfecl
family trying to cope with each member’s imperfections.

POPEYE (PG): It will take more than spinach to save this “Popeye”
from defeat brought en by slack direction, a highly forgettable musi-
cal score, and a generally mean conccpuon of characters and situa-

PR!VATE BENJAMIN (R). Goldie Hawn joins the army to escape and
find herself.

RAGING BULL (R). Top performance by Robert De Niro in brutally
realistic film about boxer Jake La Motta. Two-plus hours highlighing
the life of a loathsome person.

SEEMS LIKE OLD TIMES (PG). Goldie Hawn, Charles Grodin and Che-
vy Chase in comedy about a lawyer, her ex- husband who robs a bank,
and her current husband, the district attorney.

STIR CRAZY (R). Comedy with Richard Pryor and Gene Wilder as a
couple of stranded show biz types who get framed for a bank robbery.

MOVIE RATING GUIDE
G General audience admitted.
PG Parental guidance suggested. All ages admitted.
R Restricted. Adult must accompany person under 18.
No one under 18 admitted.

Dick Purtan hosts Channel 56 auction

Channel 56's Auction Cowboy and Of-
ficial Host, Dick Purtan (of CKLW ra-
dio)" and Auction General Chairman
Andi Wolfe have announced the Go-
Getting Chairmen for this year’s Aue-
tion, to be broadcast April 3-11.

‘The chairmen — Janey Meade of
Grosse Pointe, Judy Spellman of Ann
Arbor and Mickey Balog of Union Lake
— will supervise the solicitation of
Auction denations in their parts of the
metropolitan area and lead the volun-
teer training sessions at the Go-Getting
Kick-Off on Feb. 14 at the Roostertail

in Detroit.

Ms. Meade is in charge of eastern
Wayne and Macomb counties, Ms.
Spellman is in charge of western
Wayne and Washtenaw counties and
Ms. Balog is responsible for Oakland
and Livingsten Counties. “We're out to
round up the best selection of items in
Auction history,” Ms. Balog said.

“The drive for merchandise dona-
tions is the heart of the Auction effort,”
Ms. Meade said. “Items are needed to
provide the necessary operating funds
for Channel 56.”

MS. SPELLMAN adds, businesses

that donate not only receive on-air
credit to an Auction week audience of
more than one million people but tax
benefits as well.

This will be the 13th annual auction
on Channel 56. During the nine-day sel-
lathon, thousands of bidders shop by
phone as merchandise is auctioned off
by celebrities from the worlds of
sports, TV, radio, civie affairs and the

press.

All items donated should be new and
have .a minimum value of $50. To
donate, call Auction Central at 873-
7200.
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16125 NIDDLEDELT 416 Mae, Lrvosca
Lantonese & American Food
Japansse Steakhouse
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SWITCH TO “COZY”" FM 95.5
BOB CHARLTON'S NOW ON WCZY

WCZY/IFM 955

The NEW Easy Listening Station

3PH-7PH

Filet- Steaks Seafoo
{Mon.Friy - King s.ze“10“

- COCKTAIL HOUR -

Mon-Fri, 4

27 p.m. Highballs, beer. wine ¥ pric

- APPEARING . ‘MONDAY. THROUGH ", SATURDAY

30325 w. Sl

OAKLAND COUNTY'S
NEWEST MEXICAN RESTAURANT

'f..upe's

FAMILY DINING

NAGHOS—AIl you can eall
6-9PM& Fri. &

Aduite $3.50
iidran $2.50 - under 5 tree.

TELEGRAPH

1250 Wide Track, West - Pontiac

corner Wide Track & Huron (M-59)

338-0120
“Pontiac is the Mexican Food Capitol of Mich.”

"MERRICKS
RESTAURANT

DOES IT
AGAIN

Our Great
2for 1
Offer is

Back

We invite you to
enjoy one com-
. plimentry Entree
when a Second
Entree of Equal
or greater value

MERRICKS | | e Map.
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THERE’S ROOM
AT THE INN

A thoughtful way to welcome vis-
itors or clients is a reservation at
the Kingsley Inn. We nre near all
business, sports, and educational
centers in Oakland County.

644-1400 -

RKingsley Iuu

Woodward and Long Lake Road
Bloom(field Hills

M

564-5144
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Monday Nights
Joins Tuesda\ Nights

I FLATIOI\ FIGHTEBS
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$6°8 per person
Featuring: Petit Frog Legs (All you
can eat) served with: Cheese Crock
and Crackers. Soup. Sulad.
F Fries. Roll and

AT
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ALL THE TACOS
YOU CAN HANDLE

LATIN LIBATIONS!

ePMTO 12
THRU JANUARY

AT WEST BLOOMFELD
JUDY POWERS

$1.95!
EXICAN FOCD!

WINSTON'S PUB

Schililers
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tome! |
Closed Sundays Except for: ROCHESTER
Football Sundeys - Mothars' Day 2601 Rochester R.+862-8330
852-3410 WEST BLOOMFIELD
3315 AUBURN ROAD 6066 West Maple » 851-8880
Between Adams & Opdyke Road




