Milliken returns salvos

Governor vetoes ‘closed’ meetings

‘The Michigan Legislature has no
chance to override Gov. William G.
Milliken's veto of two bills giving local
governmental boards more authority to
hold closed meetings.

Milliken last week rejected the
amendments to the Open Meetings Act
of 1977 as being “an unnecessary step
backward.”

Both houses of the legislature passed
the bills in the closing days of 1980. Be-
cause that legislature adjourned, there
is no chance for a vote to override the
veto, and the bills would have to be re-
introduced from scratch.

SB 1143 would have allowed govern-
mental boards to interview candidates
for employment and appointment to
public office in closed session. It was
introduced by Sen. Richard Allen, R-
Alma.

Milliken's veto of that measure is a
blow to his enemy within the Republi-
can Party, Richard Headlee, Farming-
ton Hills insurance executive and
chairman of the Qakland University
Board of Trustees. The OU board has
been embroiled in a court battle over
its interviewing of presidential candi-
dates in closed rooms at an airport ho-
tel.

The bill passed 27-4 in the senate,
where it was supported* by Oakland
County Sens. Donald Bishop, R-Roches-
ter, whose district includes Birming-
ham and West Bloomfield, Bill S. Huff-
man, D-Madison Heights, whose dis-
trict includes part of Troy, and Doug
Ross, ak Park, whose district in-
cludes Farmington and Southfield.

The house gave it 70-26 support. Vot-
ing yes were Reps. Wilbur Brotherton,
R-Farmington, James Defebaugh, R-
Bloomfield, Richard Fessler. R-Union
Lake, Ruth

Rep. Rocca opposed. public view discussions which directly
The Open Meetings Act allows a pub-  affect the quality and character of gov-
lic board to review applications behind ernment,” said Milliken.
closed doors when the candidate re-  “Irecognize that it is sometimes dif-
quests it, but all interviews, discussion ficult for public officials to deliberate
and voting must be in open session. questions concerning specific individu-
als, and some individuals who might be
“THESE CHANGES represent an un- interested in public appointments may
necessary step backward from the be reluctant to have their qualifica-
Open Meetings legislation adopted just tions considered in open meetings and,
four years ago after careful and de- therefore, may prefer not to be consid-
tailed legislative consideration,” said ered at all,” wrote Milliken, who began
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Milliken’s veto message.
referred to the state-

and Sal Rocea, D-Sterlmg Heights.

Not voting were Reps. Joe Forbes,
D-Oak Park, and Alice Tomboulian, D-
Oakland Township.

SB 1296 would have allowed govern-
mental boards to conduct

He app:
wide public hearings conducted on the

his political ¢areer as a community
college trustee, -~
“It is my judgment, however, that

#bill in 1976 and the last-minute voting _ most public bodies and individuals are
on the 1980 amendments. . “'not unduly inhibited by the require-
“Few decisions made by public bod- ment that these activities be open to
ies are as important as those involving public view. I believe the puhhc good is
the seleeucn of key administrators or better served by preserving the policy
the of those in-. of openness in government which our

reviews of major appointed officials in
closed session. Attorney General Frank
J. Kelley last year ruled such reviews
must be conducted in public.

The bill was sponsored by Sen. David
Plawecki, D-Dearborn Heights, one of
the original sponsors of the Open Meet-
ings Act.

The senate passed the bill 31-0, with
support from the three local Oakland
senators.

‘The house passed it 65-31 with only

dividuals. To bar interested citizens citizens have rightfully come to ex-
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Detroit location - 2nd & Lathrup
Selling to the Walls

Mahogany, oak and pine wood paneling,
showcases, mirrors, molding, office equip-
ment, art deco trims, etc.

Cash or Business Checks
Mon.-Sat.: 1-26/1-31 10-4 PM

Inquiries: 661-5388 or Permit #-
874

-4444 38-2277238

Defense seminar for women

‘The Society of Women
Engineers at Lawrence
Institute of Technology
will sponsor a seminar on
women’s self protection
at 6 p.m, Thursday in the

Science Building auditori-
um.

A $2 donatien is re-
quested

Greg Durbin of the
Southfield Police Depart-
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ment will demonstrate
self protection methods.
A film will also be shown.

The LIT campus is at
21000 W. Ten Mile Road,
near Northwestern high-
way, in Southfield.

from such discussions isolates from the

pect.”

Deputies have new pact

Oakland County sheriff’s employees
this week are working under a new
contract for the first time since Jan. 1,
1978,

In a binding arbitration decision,
Daniel Kruger, professor of labor rela-
tions at Michigan State University,
decreed terms of a pact that is retroac-
tive to mid-1980 and expires at the end
of this year. No ratification vote is
needed from either the union or the
county board of commissioners.

‘The announcement was made by the
Police Officers Association of Michi-
gan, which has represented the 200
depulies, corrections officers, deten-

tion officers, dispatchers and commu-
nity agents since early 1978, when they
voted out the American Federation of
State, County and Municipal Employ-
ees.

POAM Executive Director Carl Par-
sell called the pact “a landmark” be-
cause it is the first negotiated with the
county administration.

A top seniority deputy will be paid
$24,000 a year before overtime — a
figure which a POAM spokesman said
makes Oakland deputies the second
highest paid in the state, behind only
Wayne County.
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» THE ART OF KUNG FU

THE STEVE WHITLOCK SCHOOL

INVITES YOU TO ATTEND A

FREE DEMONSTRATION CLASS

XUNL FU |-

SATURDAY; JANUARY 31st
COURSES FORMING — - MEN & WOMEN 5 years & up
+KUNG FU FOR SELF DEFENSE

MASTER LEE SHAYKHET

Reasonable monthly fees, no contracts, discounts

for police, small classes, everyone receives personal

attention of Master Lee... The World of Kung Fu, Inc.
Licensed by N. American Kung Fu Ass'n

CALL FOR FREE APPOINTMENT

335-6770

796 Industrial Court, Bloomtield Hills
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service fees (if any) and, best of all,
the interest earned for the month.

It's easy to sign up for -
ULTRA-CHECK NOW.
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