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Jobless Rate Rises: Suburbs Not Hard Hit

By DENNIS PAJOT
Suburban offices of the
Michigan U Secu-

rity Commission l\iESCv are
feeling the effects of the high-
est

rate since
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1961, almough suburbanites in
general are not the hardest hit.

“"Most who can afford to live
in (the suburbs) have enough
seniority to protect them.”
explained 24-vear MESC em-
ploye and Redford office man-
ager Edward Dowling.

He and managers of the
Plymouth and Wayne MESC
offices reported that their total
claims are running at triple
the number of last year at this
time. which is the same as the
statewide MESC experience.

DOWLING'S OFFICE at

244 W, Seven \Ille Road.
currentlv has " a little over

3.500" persons drawing unem-
ployment checks. The number
has been increasing at a rate
of 500 to 600 a week since be-
fare Christmas.
In Plymouth, where Dowling
was manager for five years
and Lou Belanger now holds
fort, the jclaim load is cur-
rently 1,300 compared to 400 at
this "time last year. New
claims wdre filed by 307 per-
» sons last veek. The Plymouth
office is af 987 Mitl S,lreeL
Edward/Sawyer, manager of
the Wayne office at 34528
i

Sims. said his claims lntal
about 3,000 and."growing"
with 1,000 new claims this past
week.

ONLY LARGE EMPLOYER
in the vicinity contributing to
the layoff surge is General
Motors Hydra-Matic in Willow
Run, which laid off all 4500
employes for one week,

Some of these ,applied
through the Wayne office and
others went to Ypsilanti.

This is the.pattern. Dowling
in Redford said many of the
applicants_there are from
downtown Detroit seeking to
escape the long wait at down-
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SEEKING HELP -- This lineup ot a Michigan Employment Security Commission

town ,offices. Some are down
from Pontiac, also.

All reported that the unu-
sually long periods of very
cold weather this winter have
contributed to the rolls of the
unemployed as construction
workers have been forced to
go abnormally long without
work. Many are beginning to
return.to work now, however.

AL.T UGH THE RATE is

n requlrad in all three off-

(’S Some increase is normal
it this time of year.

Redford is up to seven extra
clerks, Wayne doubled its
force to 15 and Plymouth
added two temporary helpers.

Redford and Wayne offices
both issued about $250.000 in
January. Plymouth's pay-
ments totaled $38,000 last
week, or the equivalent of
$144.000 for a month.

Additional office staff has
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vide in January, com-
pared to 3.5 in November, it's
nowhere near the record-set-
ting 1961 rate, managers as-
sured Observer New: spapers.

Detroit area unEmplo)men(
is reported at 4.9% in January
compared to 3.2% in Novem-
ber. Nationally the jobless rate
was 3.9% compared to 3.4,

Detroit area‘unemployed
number 55,000 of 127,000 out of
work statewide.

Big Three auto makers. suf-
fering from the slowest sales
period in post-war history plus
the normal changeover shut
down periods, plus auto indus-
try suppliers hit by the dip.
account for much of the cur-
ren\t unemployment crop.
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office reflects current auto industry and suppliers layoffs. Suburban applicants aren't
as numerous, proportionately, as those in the centrai city, but suburban MESC offices
are plenty busy. (Observer photo by Dennis Pajot)

ARTISTS

Join the ABA Artisans
Sell your art work
at the new ABA Gallery

29455 Northwestern Hwy.

626-5119

Florida Trip Highlights
Ward’s Fashion Show

A fur and bathing suit fash-
ion show and a trip for two to
Miami Beach are highlights of
the George Washington birth-
day sale at Wonderland Cen-
ter. Plymouth at Middle Belt.
from Feb. 19-22.

The fashion show will be
presented Saturday, Feb. 21,
from 1 to 3 p.m. in the middle
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of the mall. It will be pre-
sented by Montgomery Ward.

Coupans will be available at=%

participating stores for the
contest to win the Miami
Beach trip. Winning pair will
stay in-the Monte Carlo Hotel
for a week and get breakfasts
and dinners.

To enter, you must be at
least 18 vears of age, make no
more than one entry per fami-
ly. and deposit your entry in
receptacles. in the middle of
the mall by 5 p.m. on Sunday,
Feb. 22. The winner will be
announced Monday, Feb. 23, at
11 am. in the Wonderland
administration office.

The contest is sponsored by
the Wonderland Merchants
Council.

Diabetes
Class Set

A new series of classes for
diabetics and their lamllles
will begin March 2. 7 p.m..
the Wayne County Health Cen
ter. Merriman Road, Eloise.
The instruction is under the
direction of the public health
nurse division.

The education by profes-
sional staff covers topics
which explain the condition of
diabetes mellitus, its controi
and treatment and the relation-
ship of diet. The importance of
the diabetic’s cooperation with
his physician is stressed along
with the patient's responsibil-
ity in caring for himself in
order to lead an active, normal

life.

All diabetics regardless of
age may attend with written
approval from their physi-
cians. Children under 13 should
be accompanied by a parent.

The series consists of two-
hour classes‘on five consecu-
tive Monday evenings. Inter-
ested persons may register by
telephoning the Wayne County
Department of Health, PA 1-
0200 or CR 4-2800. ext. 6901,

Plan for Your Family ...

DONALD W. SMITH \_
AGENCY
SUPERVISOR
453-8901 or 437-6915
1005 W. Ann Arbor Trail
Plymouth
with a FAMILY plan! Now
you can provide a comr
plete life insurance plan
for your family in just
one policy, One premium
covers the entire family.
New babies added to the
plan without increase in
cost, Call. me for com
plete information.
Representing
WOODMEN ACCIDENT

_ and LIFE COMPANY
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3 “wear your coat . ... lumber loft is air conditioned by nature” .
2 * Hand Hewn Mantles * Shutters, All Sizes *
; “% Tumed Wood Spindles ~~  Mouldings, Trims 3
3 . % Plastic Divider Materil ~  Plywood, Paneling X
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“You'll love shopping American style 3
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HARDWARE & SUPPLY CO.
31245 EIGHT MILE ROAD at MERRIMAN in LIVONIA
Phone 476.56240 ur:”-l“! # Lots of Free Parking




