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Who Wil

It's easy to say the pollution is bad and

to demand that our streams be cleaned up. |
It's quite another thing, however, to de—
¢ termine precisely how the streams got dirty .
in the first place. Even experts disagree | ‘
1

among themselves on what to do about it

And once it has been determined
what to do, there may still be a problem
in dec\ding which agency, in our frag-
mented system of government, should |

carry out the job.

These themes run through a recent report
by the Wayne County Department of Publj
\Works on deterioration of water quality in the.

Middle Rouge River.

The county report was written in r

A

Resources Commission which measured ac-
tual pollution in the Middle Rouge and some
of the aftual and potential sources of pollu-
tion. Thé WRC asked Wayne County to come
up withla report and recommendations for
correction. A major portion of that report is
reprmle‘d below.
s ke

THE MIDDLE ROUGE starts in Oakland
County, |flows through Novi and Northville.
At the latter point, it becomes the nucleus of
the Hines Parkway system through North-
ville Township, Plymouth, southern Livonia,
Westland and Dear%orn Hexghts

Dams form several impoundments -
Waterford Pond, Phoenix Lake, Wilcox Pond
and Newburgh Lake. The water is so murky

\1 Clean Up The Rouge River?

Politically, the key pmnt for Ob-
serverland residents is the recommenda-
tion that either an existing governmental
agency be designated to run a cpordi-
nated anti-pollution program, or that a
special “Middle River Rouge Watefshed
Council” be organized to do the job,

Many ideas in the report came|from a
meeting last Nov. 4 of officials from the
Wayne County Road Commission, Depart-
ment of Public Works and Health Depart-
ment; the cities of Dearborn Heights| Livon-
ia, Garden City and Westland; private engi-
neering cnnsultants and the state WRC.

A KEY POINT the county stresses is the

water. Overﬂw from these so-called “com-
bined' systems was seen as an important.
though not the sole, cause of pollution.

State and federal grants may be needed
to rebuild such systems, the DPW report sug-
gests.

Another interesting point is that san-
itary sewage and industrjal wastes
aren’t the only causes of pollution. Such
‘“‘good” things in our society as fertiliz-
ers, insecticides and salt from the roads
also degrade the stream.

The county report reprinted here isn't
_the most exciting reading in the world. but it
will illustrate the complexity of the pollution

sponse to a 1967 report by the State Watek |
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that few

boaters use any of the ponds.

County

Engineer Recommends

By DUANE EGELAND
Chief Engineer
Wagne County DPW

In i publication entitled
Water Quality Evaluation of
the Middle River Rouge Bas-
" dated October. 1967, the
Michigan Water Resources
Comt reparted that
water samples taken at var-
wus points in the Middle River
Riage indicated that the qual-
1o the Tiver's water is seri-
suslv degraded The report
11 1dentified combined sewer
4 one of the causes

8. the Water

urces [omm!sslon re-
auested the Wayne County
Department of Public Works to
ntiate 2 study to determine
meunt of wastewater ac-
¢ entering the Middle
ge Interceptor System
frem each of the areas served:
to conedinate its studies with
these of the areas served: and
o <ubmit a report on proposed

correciine setion (concerning
combizned overflowsy o the
Jan 1.1970

munity  discharg-
i0 Rouge Valley
erceptor System
seated capacity in
svstern Some time ago it
me apparent that certain
mties were fast ap-
sehng tkedr allocation and
cquent!s. the DPW  had
studving methods of me-
mg siwage from the local
n before the Wa-
aurces Commission
ested t o do 5o

e

Bt

°F of the DPW has
eral meetings
b representatives of com-
ties Jocated within the
Kiver Rouge Wat-
wisted The representatives of
the communities first re-
: ¢ the Water Resources
dAisson report and ac-
qud- (s fndings with two
inns. which were

The report lists the
wf witter quality degra-
'1)((0{‘ mn the river as com-
b <wwer diversions. trash
ccutnulitons,  industrial

ri

waste discharge and soil
sion. It was noted that $torm
sewer discharges which carry
air pollutants. fertilizers.
secticides, salt and the
mulated filth of the urbdnized
area of the basin to the|
must most certainly be
1o the list. This is an imp!
point because it indicate
a study of combined ove
should be made in conjunction
with storm water discharges.
B. The conciusions
WRC report are based oh two
samples taken only eight
apart at 18 points in the
The samples were taken
a time when the storm
runoff was at a peak ang dir-
ing a period of very lowinatu-
ral flow in the river. The sam-
ples would. therefore, repte-
sent a condition of

erio-

can be conver)
ful actions.

The sewerage systems and
other facilitieg contributing to
the pollution gre under the ju-
risdiction of many local units
of government, various agen-
cies of three different counties
and numerous| private organi-
zations.

It is imperative that an
existing authority be desig-
nated, or a|new authority
created, for the specific pur-
poses of (1) establishing
river quality | goals; (2) im-
plementing basin wide stud-
ies, programb, and projects
to systematically achieve
these goals; land (3) coordi-
nating the anti-pollution ef-
forts of th¢ many public
agencies, private organiza-
tion and 50 as to

ed to meaning-

pollution. but a condition Wwhich
would be of short duratign ahd
infrequent occurrence. . "
While most of the samples
do indicate a serious poltution
condition as is evidenced by
high coliform counts and low
dissolved oxygen levels,
these samples do not meces-
sarily indicate that combined
overflows are the only dr the
most sefious cause of the pol-
lution, f
Some samples omnmed
north of Phoenix Lake. up-
stream from all known| com-
bined overflows, also indicated
high coliform count followisg
rainfall. There is no question
but that the Middle Rouge
v -aded.
but considerably more |infor-
mation is needed to positively
identify the causes of the pdl-
lution.
It is clear that no one is
more concerned about the pat-
lution ‘of the Middle Rouge
River than the residentsof the
Middle Rouge Watershed and
the representatives of | these
residents are determined nbt
only to comply with orders bf
the Water Resources Commis.-
sion, but o restore the river lo
the best condition attainable.:

THERE ARE, of course.
several obstacles which must
be overcome before this desire

efficiently organize these
efforts, theréby eliminating
wasteful duplication.

Early in 1970. the DPW will
arrange a meeting of officials
of units in the
Middle Rivdr Rouge Wat-
ershed. The bificials will be
requested to consider designat-
ing an existing agency to ad-
minister a c¢oordinated wat-
ershed poliution contrel pro-
gram. or, to petition the Water
Resourcés Commission for the
formation of ;a ““Middle River
Rouge Watepshed Council.”
under the provisions of Act 253
of the Public Acts of 1964, to
perform the same function.

It will be that
the first order of business for
the designatefl agency or coun-
cil should be to establish a
waler quality monitoring pro-
gram to determine. among
other things. the normal condi-
tion of the river and the effect
of rainfall ori the condition, to
accurately identify the sources
of pollution.| and to evaluate
the relative] eifect of each
source on the overall pollution.

FOUR METHODS have
been considered to reduce
combined sewage overflows to
the Middle River Rouge. They
will be discussed here in terms
of actions artually taken or
proposed. |
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SPECIAL LENTEN ‘
SERVICE ‘

Wednesday, February 18, 7:30 p.m.
St. Michael Lutheran Church
3003 Hannan Road (at Glenwood)

TOASTMASTERS

{Motor City Speakeasys)

2nd gnd 4th Mondays, 7 p.m.
Hillside Inn, Plymouth

For Information

MEET

w D ( "
s GENTLE EXERCISE §
% Tuesday, February 24, 7 p.m.
YMCA
827 South Wayne Road
Ll
4 To publish the aotice of your organization,
3 Thomas F. Rost, Mgt., Garden City Chapel, of David R. Whitney, Mgr.. Li
‘R.G.&G.R.
GARDEN CITY CHAPEL

(Formeily LANE) Phone: 425-9200
31551 Ford Road, near Herriman

A
|

|

|
|
Call l}‘ve il Smith, President - 464-2367
‘ I
|
|

RTS and CRAFT
EXHIBIT

i February 19 thro
Livonia Mal

Seven' Mlle Road at Middlebelt

activity, contact, in pe|

SINCE 1910

FUNERAL HOMES
LIVONIA CHAPEL

: Phone: 422-6720

15451 Farminglon Road, neal

gh 28

Cost: Free

son,
onia Chapel.

Five Hile

1. Separation of Combined
Sewerage System

The ultimate solution to
eliminating combined overilow
is. of course, for all new work
10 be constructed as separated
systemns and all existing com-
bined systems be separated.

In 1955 the Board of Supervi-
sors of Wayne County adopted
a policy of limiting new con-
struction to separated sys-
tems. except where such sepa-
ration could be proven to be
unfeasible.

In 1966 the DPW carried
that policy one step further
by requiring all new exten-
sions to systems under its
jurisdiction te be constructed
as separate systems, even
though these systems might
temporarily outlet into 2
combined system. The latter
action was prompled by a
realizatioh that the major
cost of separation was recon-
necting existing house leads.

‘It is established therefore,
that the DPW is strong propo-
nent of separated sewerage
systems and has taken posi-
tive action to support that pos-
ition.

If these combined systems
are no longer acceptable. the
community is not solely at
fault, and if the community is

required to separate its sys-
tem in order to protect the
public health. it would appear
that the cost of such separa-
tion should be partially sup-
ported by public funds through
state and federal grants

Five communities in the
Middle Rouge Interceptor Dis-
trict currently operate sewer-
2ge systems which overflow to
the river during heavy rain-
fall. Each of these communi-
ties has under consideration
programs whereby all or parts
of their combined systems will
be separated. it should be
noted however. that the com-
pelling reason for separation is
flooded basements and not a
concern with overflows,

The DPW recommends that
the first step of any separation
program should be the con-
struction of separate outfalls
for existing separated sanitary
and storm sewers which outlet
into a combined sewer. .

11 Storage and Treatment of
Combined Sewage Overflows

Before 2 program of sepa-
rating combined sewers is
adopted, an evalvation of the
relative benefits of the separa-
tion program, as compared to
a system of storing and treat-
ing the combined overflows,
should be made

1f storm water will eventu-
ally require treatment, it may
be more economical and effi-
cient to treat the combined
overflows along with the storm
water, than to separate the
combined systems.

‘This is one of the reasons a
comprehensive monitoring
program is important. It would

need lo separate sanitary and storm

sewage

problem and serve as an antidote to public

indigation.

THE ROUGE RIVER, though poumed in spots and full of trash, is still popular with ducks. (Observer photo)

GOP Turns Left
In Congress—ACA

provide the information neces-
sary to make such decisions.

11. Storage of Combined
Sewage in Local Systems

This method of reducing
combined sewage overflows is
not particularly adapted to the
Middle Rouge Systems be-
cause they are basically grav-
ity systems, whereas systems
experimenting  with this
method are generaily pumped
systems

The successful operation of
this scheme depends on sophis-
ticated controls and highly
trained personnel. Any error
or malfunction could cause
extensive property damage
and serious health hazards.

In view of other methods
available, the DPW does
feel this method should be
sidered in the Middle Robge
District.

IV. Discharging additional

combined Sewage to the Sani-

tary Interceplor

As stated previously, it ap-
pears that no more capacity is
available in the interceptor for
combined sewage. However.
the metering and sewerage
inventory programs mnow in
progress will provide informa-
tion on which to base revisions
of the settings of regulators so
as to optimize utilization of the
interceptor for combined se-
wage.

The DPW is also investigat-
ing the feasibility of instatling
a system which would re-
motely monitor levels in the
interceptor.
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Michigan congressmen are
swinging to the political left as
they vote for jKennedy-John-
son programs being continued
by the Nixon Administration.

So says Americans for Con-
stitutional Action 1ACA), a
conservative nan-partisan pol-
itical action gmup which rates
lawmakers on their voting
records.

The higher alcongressman’s
score, the morg conservative
he is by ACA standards.

IN 1969 REP| Marvin Esch
(R-Ann Arbor) [earned only a
33 from ACA.| placing him
fairly close to| many of the
Democrats elected in the 19505
and early '60s| Each repre-
sents the 2nd District,.includ-
ing Plymouth and Northville

Rep. Jack MeDonald R-
Farmington) eagned a‘56 for
the year. a trifle more con-
servative than the 33 earned
by House Mingrity Leader
Gerald R. Ford McDanald's
19th District includes Livonia.
Redford and the City of North-
ville in Wayne| County and
most of western Oakland
County.

Rep. William {D. Ford (D-
Taylor! continuefl to have one
of the more liberal Michigan
voting records-an eight. He
has a lifetime voking record of
four. the most Bberal of any
Michigan congregsman.

SENATE HOPEFUL Donald
Riegle (R-Flint)| scored a 27
last year bul haj a career re-
cord of 49. makifg him one of
the more liberal House Repub-
licans.

Esch has a cdreer score of
44 and McDongld. 69. Both
were elected in the Goy. Rom-
ney landslide of (1966 and won
second terms in 1968.

In the Senatd. Michigan's
Philip Harl. a Dgmocrat seek-
ing re-clection, sbored‘a seven
last year - fairly high for him.
His i2-year record is only one.

Sen. Robert Grjffin eamed a
38 for the year apd has a car-
eer record of 49.|He's serving
his first term [after being
elected in 1966.

o el

ACA GAVE NO 100% con-
servative records lo senators
this year. but 11 fenators ~ all
Democrats ~ received zeroes.

These included vice presiden-
tial nominee Edmund Muskie
of Alaine and Eugene Mc-
Carthy of Minnesota.

ACA's index was based on 17
House votes and 16 Senate roll-
calls. In general. ACA opposes
foreign aid and new domestic
spending programs along with
any bill that seems to mean

more government
of private industry.
Tis ratings are almost ex-
actly the reverse of the liberal
Americans for Demacratic
Action and the AFL-CIO's Pol-
itical Action Committee. To a
conservative voter. a high
ACA rating is good: to a liber-
al. a low rating is preferred

regulation

Easter Seal Drive
Seeks Volunteers

Saster Seal Socety for
Crippled Children and Adulis ot
Western Wayne County s
secking volunteers for all the
varied cletical lasks neces-
sary 1o the annual appeal for
funds to suppart 1ts local serv-
ice program

These volunteers will join
hundreds of others wha are
helping to bring a variety of
services to Iheir handicapped
neighbors in his area. Over
200 individuals were directly
invived in [y sonal service at
the Easter enter near
Middie Belt and Michigan n
Inkster over the Christmas
holidavs  while  several
hundreds maore worked on

The

service projects behmd the
scenes.
The annual Easter Seal

campaign runs from Feb. 2
March 29. The Easter Seal So-
ety itself does nat duplicate
1 is available trom other
agencies supported by Torch
hive funds or from taxes.

DURING THI PAST YEAR.
639 individuals reccived 119'7
services from the local s

Concepcion Wins

Over Pildora

Evidently, the United Na-
tions Population Commission is
ot superstitious.

Despite gloomy predictions
that the future world popula-
lion explosion will be even
more horrendous than predict-
ed, the Commission recently
elected as its chairman the
most inappropriately named

* National

1y, which is an afiilute of the
Michigan and Natienal Easter
Seal Societies

These servicedy ncluded
vear round clubs for eenagers
and adults: accupational ther-
apy groups. assistance With
special equipment such as
wheelehairs or walkers either
by loan or by purchase as pre-
seribed by a phvsician. and
help with part af the costs for
special treatment such as
speect therapy and a general
concern for all thuse with
caps who are striving to

find therr places in their com-
munities. .

airman far west
County 15 Charles
Northville

a. who retains !u\

Joe Spa
Livuntia hwme and bis basisess

in spite of the (lmnnv
in ki “baseball sefting. tx hon-
orary chairman

Those interested i serving
crippled children and adults
during the campaign or
through the year are urged to
call the sociely at PA 23055 o
(o write o P.O. Box 100 Inks-
tor 48141

AREA ( H uR\n N include:

Garden City -~ Glenn He:
enridge, 30001 Aarquette. Gar-
den City Rotary

Livonia - Bitl Lube. Livonia
Butk. Livonia Ro-

tary
Plymouth ~ Carl Lamplon
395 W. Ann Arbor Trail, Plym-
outh Rotary.
Redford Township - J.L
Fleshner. 24567 Northwestern.
Redford Rotary.

Miss Mercedes B. Concepeion
of the Philippines.

If only poetic justice
reigned. surely someone on the
stalf would have a name like
Miss Pildora (translation,
birth contrel pilli!

Lola Valley - Jack Arm-
brusler. 18665 Salem. Lola Val-
iwanis.

Westland ~ David Smith.
Tire Department of J.L. Hud-
son's Westland Center. West-
land Rotary
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